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The first recorded instance of the Charlestown area 

showing up in the public records was when title to a one 

thousand acre tract was conveyed to a Thomas Brown.  

The conveyance was recorded in the land records of   

Baltimore County as “Brown’s Adventure” on October 10, 

1694.  

 

Early on the Calvert family, as Lord Proprietors,            

promoted settlement in the Maryland Colony by offering 

“adventurers,” as they called them, large land patents 

in exchange for transporting themselves and at least 

five laborers to the colony where they would undertake 

what the Calverts termed “plantation.” 

 

Thomas Brown, the original owner of the land, shortly 

conveyed his tract to a John Gardsby.  In 1703 Gardsby 

transferred the property to an Aaron Rawlins.  The     

parcel then came into the hands of Charles Carroll in 

1731.  This was not the Charles Carroll we normally 

think of, Charles Carroll of Carrollton, but his father, 

who is usually identified as Charles Carroll of                  

Annapolis so as not to confuse him with the eight other 

Charles Carrolls in the family.   
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In 1800 a Mr. Norwood obtained title to 520 acres of the 

then remaining Brown’s Adventure plot.  After that, the 

original land grant was further subdivided and parceled 

out to several buyers over the coming years. 

 

Nathan Ryno Smith bought the 

182 acre remainder of Brown’s 

Adventure from James H.       

Ferguson and his wife on          

December 21, 1859.  Doctor 

Smith worked in Baltimore City, 

where  he was Chief of Surgery 

at the University of Maryland 

School of Medicine, and was 

well respected nationally for 

his innovative medical discover-

ies.  He purchased the property 

to build his family residence, 

which he named “Wilton.”   It 

sat on the  northwest portion 

of the plot, which later            

became a dairy farm and more 

recently a townhouse develop-

ment.  

 

In 1860 Dr. Smith deeded 13 

acres on the southwest side to 

his son-in-law, Edmund Lanier, 

who built a house there for     

himself and his wife, Smith’s 

daughter Mary.  Shortly after 

the start of the Civil War,           

Lanier, who was in the Union    

Navy, deeded the property in 

trust for his wife and children 

back to Dr. Smith.  Lanier sur-

vived the war, but passed away 

early in 1872 from a form of paralysis.   
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 The Carson House — Later “Goschenhaus” 

The Carson House later became the Goschenhaus.   In 

1871 Dr. Smith and his daughter Mary Lanier sold the 13 

acres previously given by her father to her husband in 

1860 to a townhouse developer named David Carson, who 

built this large mansion around the footprint of the     

earlier Lanier house.  He was best known as the building 

contractor who constructed the Waverly Terrace devel-

opment in 1874, which extends the entire 100 block of 

North Carey Street in Baltimore City.  

 

The mansion then passed through several more owners, 

and much later was renamed “Goschenhaus” by George 

Goschen, who purchased the property in 1982.  Mr.           

Goschen had been an insurance agent since 1949, and 

purchased the mansion as a new location for his             

business, the Baltimore County Insurance Agency, Inc.   

The old house sits just across Wilkens Avenue at 910 

Maiden Choice Lane. 
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Dr. Nathan R. Smith      

constructed a large 

clapboard house in the 

Italianate style in the 

center of the northwest 

portion of his property.    

 

After his demise this     

portion of his landed      

estate passed through 

several hands before it 

was deeded in 1938 to the 

Zaiser family who started the dairy farm. 

 

I can remember fifty years ago—back in the mid-sixties—

visiting an aunt who lived in one of the newly                    

constructed row houses on Wilkens Avenue , at 4901, at 

the intersection of Wilkens and Wilton Avenues, which is 

just three blocks west of Maiden Choice Lane.  In my 

mind’s eye I can still see the cows at the dairy farm      

grazing at the fence right across Wilkens Avenue, and on 

up the hill leading up to St. Charles Seminary.   

 

Sadly, the farm buildings burned down in early 1979, and 

the dairy was eventually replaced by the large town-

house development that now occupies the site.  The     

shopping center at the bottom of Maiden Choice Lane and 

Wilkens Avenue was constructed soon thereafter, in        

1980. 
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Part of that original 182 acre parcel of land purchased 

by Dr. Nathan Smith in 1859 was a 55 acre farm on the 

northeast side of the tract called “Cloud Cap.”  The 

good doctor passed away on July 3, 1877, and, in 1885, his 

estate sold the Cloud Cap Farm portion of the property 

to the Sulpician priests from St. Mary’s Seminary on Paca 

Street in Baltimore City, for use as a summer retreat for 

its young seminarians.   

 

That same year the farmhouse was built for the tenant 

farmers working the land.  According to a June, 1950     

article in the Borromean, a periodical of the Sulpician 

order of priests who ran St. Charles Seminary, it was 

called “the house on the hill,” and later “The Frederick 

House.”  It still sits behind the Carriage House.  

“Cloud Cap Farmhouse” 

or 

“The House on the Hill” 

or 

“The Frederick House”  
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Work on the Carriage House was also started at that 

same time in 1885, but stopped shortly after it began, and 

the partially completed building was most likely used for 

farm storage until construction of the first floor was  

completed over twenty years later, in 1906, by the            

St. Vincent de Paul Society, who was then leasing the        

property from St. Mary’s Seminary.  

 

The second floor was not added until 1911, when the    

Sulpician seminarians returned to Cloud Cap after their 

Ellicott City campus burned to the ground.  They then 

used the first floor as their refectory (dining room) and 

the second floor as the college’s original dormitory. 

 

The building was sometimes referred to as “The Barn,”     

either because of its pre-seminary use or because of the 

shape of the upper floor and roof. 

“The Carriage House” or “The Barn” 
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The history of the Catholic Church 

in the greater Baltimore area is 

closely intertwined with our 

Charlestown community, and some 

understanding of it is necessary to 

grasp some of the later events that      

affect our way of life here.   

 

So we start with John Carroll.  He 

became the first Catholic bishop in 

the United States when he became 

bishop of Baltimore in 1789.  Later 

he was elevated to archbishop.           

Today, most archdioceses comprise a 

major metropolitan area, but in 1808 when the Archdio-

cese of Baltimore was created it consisted of all the 

states and territories in the United States.  Prior to its 

creation the Baltimore Archdiocese was part of the     

London Archdiocese. 

 

Now let’s turn our attention back to 

the Sulpicians, and their arrival in 

Maryland.  Here is a painting of Father 

Francois Nagot.  In 1790, shortly        

after he became Bishop of Baltimore, 

John Carroll returned to London to 

meet Father Nagot of the Catholic   

Order of St. Sulpice in France for the 

purpose of opening a seminary in       

Baltimore.  The next year Father        

Nagot and three other Sulpician 

priests landed in Baltimore and immedi-

ately opened St. Mary’s Seminary in the old One Mile       

Tavern near Paca Street and Hookstown Road (now 

called Pennsylvania Avenue), near the then edge of the 

city.  For the next 220 plus years, continuing down to the 

present time, the Sulpicians have maintained an interwo-

ven relationship with Baltimore, the Carroll family, St. 

Mary’s and St. Charles’ Seminaries, and ultimately, 

Charlestown itself.    
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A Drawing of the old One Mile Tavern 

An engraving of St. Mary’s Seminary on Paca Street in Baltimore 

By the early 1800’s the Sulpicians had built a lovely  

chapel with a connecting walkway that led to the dormi-

tories.  The order then decided to establish a summer     

retreat for its young seminarians and in 1885 purchased 

Cloud Cap Farm. 
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What is lost in virtually every history 

about St. Charles Seminary is the          

pivotal role played by Archbishop      

Ambrose Marechal, who was ordained 

out of the Sulpician Seminary in              

Orleans, France.   

 

Most historical tracts rightfully      

mention that Emily Caton MacTavish 

convinced her wealthy grandfather, 

Charles Carroll of Carrollton, to      

donate the land for the founding of 

St. Charles Seminary, but they neglect 

to mention the major role played by 

Archbishop Marechal in the matter. 

 

Father Marechal first arrived in Baltimore in 1792, the 

same year that he was ordained.  He taught at several 

places in Maryland before being recalled in 1801 to 

teach in France.   He returned to Baltimore in 1811 where 

he served as a priest at St. Mary’s Seminary in Baltimore 

City and, more importantly, as chaplain at St. Mary’s 

Chapel at Doughoregan Manor, the Carroll family estate 

off Manor Road in Ellicott City.  He was elevated to be 

the third Archbishop of Baltimore in 1817. 

Doughoregan Manor with St. Mary’s Chapel to the far right 
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Although he passed away in 1828, Archbishop Marechal 

succeeded in getting Emily Caton MacTavish to promise 

shortly before his death that she would do everything in 

her power to get her grandfather to bequeath the land 

and funding for St. Charles Seminary. 

 

Mrs. MacTavish finally prevailed upon her grandfather, 

and in 1830 Charles Carroll of Carrollton donated 253 

acres of land adjacent to the family estate in Ellicott 

City and 50 shares of United States Bank stock to start 

St. Charles Seminary. 

 

(There was a second Emily Caton MacTavish who in 1883 

entered the Mount de Sales Convent in Catonsville,      

taking the name Sister Mary Agnes.) 

 

Here we should provide some back-

ground on Charles Carroll of 

Carrollton and other members of 

the Carroll family.   

 

Bishop John Carroll’s cousin, 

Charles Carroll of Carrollton, 

was the wealthiest man in America 

at the outbreak of the Revolution-

ary War.  He was a major planter 

who put his life and fortune on 

the line in 1776 when he committed 

treason by signing the Declara-

tion of Independence against King 

George III of Great Britain. 

 

However, there is a great deal of confused misinfor-

mation floating around as to which Charles Carroll was   

responsible for doing what.  Part of the problem stems 

from the fact that there were nine different Charles 

Carrolls: father, son, grandson, great grandson, great-

great grandson, cousin, his father, and two other distant 

cousins.  
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The Carrolls descended from the wealthy O’Carroll   

family; their oldest known ancestor being Domhnoll 

O’Carroll, the King of Eile (Ely) in ancient central           

Ireland.  The family dropped the O’ off the O’Carroll 

name when they arrived in the Maryland colony around 

1688. 

 

Charles Carroll Family Tree 

 

Charles Carroll the Settler     1661 — 1720 

 

 Charles Carroll of Annapolis     1702 — 1782 

 

  Charles Carroll of Carrollton     1737 — 1832 

 

   Charles Carroll of Homewood     1775 — 1825 

 

    Charles Carroll V     1801 — 1862 

 

 

 Dr. Charles Carroll     1691 — 1755 

 

  Charles Carroll the Barrister     1723 — 1783 

 

 

  Charles Carroll of Duddington     1729 — 1773 

 

  

   Charles Carroll of Belle Vue     1767 — 1823 

 

 

The first American Charles Carroll, Charles Carroll 

the Settler, came to Maryland about 1688, where he 

served as Attorney General of the colony and land 

agent for the Calverts, the Lord Proprietors.  In addition 

to his official duties he heavily speculated in land         

warrants on his personal behalf—with the approval of 

the Calverts—and accumulated vast holdings, totaling 

over 46,000 acres throughout Maryland. 
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Charles Carroll the Settler had one son who was known 

as Charles Carroll of Annapolis.  It was Carroll of       

Annapolis who petitioned the General Assembly of        

Maryland in 1729 for permission to erect a town on the 

site of today’s inner harbor area, and when Baltimore 

Town was established he parceled it out into sixty one-

acre building lots, but kept one for himself. 

 

Charles Carroll of Annapolis also 

granted the 12,000 acre Carrollton 

Manor estate near Buckeystown in    

Frederick County to his son, who            

became Charles Carroll of Carrollton, 

the benefactor of St. Charles College.  

Carroll of Carrollton was the only 

Catholic signer of the Declaration of 

Independence.   

 

Carroll of Carrollton took a keen 

interest in the welfare of the state.  

He was a major benefactor to the 

economic, political, religious and 

social institutions of Maryland.   

 

He invested heavily in numerous  

commercial ventures, including the 

new Baltimore & Ohio Railroad    

Company in 1827, and was called   

upon to lay the first stone of the 

railroad on the 4th of July in 1828. 

 

He also served as the first senator 

from Maryland in the U. S. Senate. 

Carroll of Carrollton funded the building of Homewood 

House, now on the Johns Hopkins University campus, as a 

wedding gift for his son, Charles, Jr., who then became 

Charles Carroll of Homewood.  

 

Carroll of Homewood’s son, Charles V, greatly expanded 

Doughoregan Manor, the family home, in the 1830’s. 
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To further confuse which Charles 

Carroll one could be talking 

about, there was another one 

called Charles Carroll the        

Barrister.  He was a cousin of 

Charles Carroll of Carrollton, 

and the one who had built the 

Mount Clare mansion in southwest 

Baltimore City.  For a period he 

worked at his cousin’s mills and 

farm at Carrollton Manor in      

Frederick County, and also served 

in the Continental Congress.  

 

Carroll the Barrister’s father 

was Dr. Charles Carroll, who 

practiced medicine in Annapolis.  

He, Carroll of Annapolis and    

Carroll of Carrollton all lived in             

Annapolis during much of their lives. 

 

Other complicating factors—in addition to nine men      

bearing the name Charles Carroll—are that all were 

very wealthy, all were heavily involved in politics, and 

all had business ventures that were closely allied and 

sometimes interrelated.  

 

Both Carroll of Annapolis and Dr. Charles Carroll 

were partners in the Baltimore Company or the               

Baltimore Iron Works as it was more commonly called. 

 

Charles Carroll of Annapolis was also the executor of 

his brother Daniel’s estate, and one of Daniel’s children 

was Charles Carroll of Duddington, whose estate once 

sat inside the boundaries of the District of Columbia, 

where Capitol Hill and The National Mall are now            

located.  To add his personal bit to all the Charles       

Carroll confusion, Carroll of Duddington sometimes  

styled himself Charles Carroll of Carrollsburg, his 

birthplace.   
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 Finally, our last Charles, though not the last in the     

family, is Charles Carroll of Belle Vue, the holder of an 

estate in Georgetown, also inside the District of                

Columbia, where the Dumbarton House now sits.  His 

claim to fame was picking up the President’s wife, Dolley 

Madison, in his horse and buggy, when she escaped the 

White House just before the British burned it to the 

ground during the War of 1812.   

  

So as you can see, there is ample reason for a great deal 

of confused and jumbled misinformation floating around 

about which of the Charles Carrolls did what.  

The family continues down to the present day, still living 

only a few miles away from Charlestown at the              

Doughoregan family manor, their 892 acre estate which is 

on Manor Road in Ellicott City.  
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Now let’s turn back to old Saint 

Charles Seminary.  The intersection 

of Grotto Walk and Saint Charles 

Place  sits in the Terra Maria subdivi-

sion in Ellicott City.  Saint Charles 

Place is where the original St. 

Charles seminary was located           

before it was destroyed by a massive 

fire and relocated to Cloud Cap 

Farm.  Grotto Walk is where the 

mostly destroyed walls of the origi-

nal St. Charles recreation building 

remain and are now referred to as 

“The Grotto,” a gathering place for 

the people living in the subdivision. 

 

We will soon cover more about the 

fire and the seminary’s subsequent 

move to Cloud Cap Farm.  

  
 



 

Old St. Charles Seminary Recreation Hall 

The walls of the old St. Charles Seminary recreation 

hall are all that remain at the old seminary site in            

Ellicott City.  As we mentioned it is now “The Grotto,” 

where friends gather for neighborhood events and      

parties. 

 

The construction of the first St. Charles Seminary      

buildings started on the Ellicott City site in 1831, and 

Charles Carroll of Carrollton was on hand to lay the 

cornerstone.  However, he passed away at 95 the             

following year.   

 

Although Carroll donated the land and a small amount 

of bank stock to start St. Charles in 1830, the school 

could not raise sufficient funds to open its doors until 

1848, when Father Oliver Jenkins, the first president of 

St. Charles Seminary, started classes there with a         

deacon and only four students.      
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These are the stain glass windows of Fathers Nagot and 

Jenkins in Our Lady of the Angels Chapel.  When I told   

Father Leo Larrivee, our Catholic pastor here at 

Charlestown, that I could not find a picture of Father 

Jenkins anywhere he said: “Why, John, there’s a stain 

glass window of Father Jenkins side by side with one of 

Father Nagot to the left as you walk in the                       

Chapel.”  (Father Nagot is holding a model of the One 

Mile  Tavern in his window.) 
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1896 Baltimore Orioles Baseball Team 

One little known but notable event that occurred at St. 

Charles Seminary in Ellicott City was an exhibition game 

played by the Baltimore Orioles on September 14, 1896.   

 

It came about because Cardinal James Gibbons, the Arch-

bishop of Baltimore had wanted to see a baseball game 

for some time, but thought it might be unseemly to attend 

a game at Union Park on 25th Street in the City.  The      

Cardinal had attended St. Charles in the 1850’s, and    

suggested it as the site for the game. 

 

Three carriages met the team’s train in Ellicott City for 

the five mile trip to the seminary.  After lunch the team 

split into two squads: the “Champs” (starters), led by 

John McGraw, and the “Yannigans” (bench warmers).  The 

Yannigans trailed until the ninth inning when they pulled 

ahead to win by a 12 to 11 score.  

 

Several days later the Orioles won their third straight 

National League championship pennant to solidify their 

status as the best team in baseball.        
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This is another view of the old St. Charles recreation 

hall.  The college thrived and grew to two hundred       

students by 1911, when disaster struck in the form of a 

massive fire on the Ellicott City campus.  All the build-

ings, except for this shell, and thousands of priceless 

manuscripts, books and vestments were destroyed but 

none of the students or faculty members were injured.   

 

 

Old St. Charles Seminary in Ellicott City 

before the March 16, 1911 fire 

that destroyed it.  

25 



Our next pictures are of 

Father J. Alphonse Freder-

ick and Jean Whittaker, his 

much younger cousin.    

 

Father Frederick attended 

St. Charles College and St. 

Mary’s Seminary, and was 

ordained into the Sulpician 

priesthood in 1874.  He purchased property 

for several parishes throughout Maryland.  In his fine 

book, “Our Lady of the Angels, A Celebration in Color 

and Light,” Father Larrivee states that Father Frederick 

purchased the property for St. Charles Seminary when 

the school’s original location in Ellicott City burned to 

the ground on March 16, 1911.  He states that St. Charles 

then reopened in the farmhouse on the Catonsville 

grounds on March 27th, just 11 days after the fire, and 

used one of the farmhouse rooms as the first chapel.   

 

Jean Whittaker was one of the Pioneer Residents who 

moved into Charlestown in 1983.  She wrote a six-page   

paper in 1991 about her living experience here.  In her     

paper she spoke of her much older cousin, the Reverend 

J. Alphonse Frederick, whom she had visited as a small 

child with her father at the nineteenth century farm-

house located on the then St. Charles College grounds, 

where he had retired.  It was at this same “house on the 

hill,” and was also called—after him—Alphonse’s House 

or the Frederick House.  Father Frederick lived from 

1848 to 1936, and Jean Whittaker was born around 1920, 

so it would have been the late 20’s to early 30’s when she 

had visited her older cousin.  That means she had an 

eighty-year relationship with St. Charles College and 

Charlestown. 
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This panoramic photograph shows all the students of St. 

Charles Seminary lined up across the front of the      

Chapel and Buildings 1 and 2.  It celebrates the visit of 

Cardinals Gibbons and Mercier to the school on the 12th 

of September, 1919. 

 

Whatever building materials that were salvageable       

after the fire at Ellicott City were transported twelve 

miles away to the Catonsville site of Cloud Cap Farm to 

aid in the school’s rebuilding process.  And soon after 

the Sulpicians returned to Cloud Cap they undertook a 

major construction project.  First, a second floor           

addition was made to the Carriage House and completed 

in 1911.  The young seminarians then used the first floor 

as their first refectory and the second as their original 

dormitory until the above buildings were finished in 1913. 

 

What is noteworthy for our purposes in 

the panorama is that to the far left side 

of the photo you can see the completed 

Carriage House, and far to the right is           

completed Building 2, but Building 1 in 

the center only had its first floor by the 

time of the photo in 1919.  The second floor was not         

added until 1929.  Behind Building 1, just to the left of 

the flagpole in the center of the picture you can see the 

smokestack from the powerhouse. 
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A blowup of the far left portion 

of the above panorama 

to show more detail  

of the Carriage House 

 



 

The Smokestack on the Powerhouse at St. Charles Seminary 

This photograph of the smokestack on the powerhouse at 

St. Charles College was taken in the 1920’s, and is on the 

building we now refer to as Building 6.  Back then the 

power plant sat far off to itself behind Building 1 and 

was used to generate power and heat for the campus.   

 

The 3.5-mile Short Line Railroad in Catonsville ran 

alongside the St. Charles campus near the edge of where 

the fronts of Herbert’s Run, Cross Creek Station and the 

Brookside buildings are now located.  From there the 

seminary had a spur that ran off the line to behind this 

powerhouse where the rail line delivered coal to the 

seminary to fuel the powerhouse.  This remained the 

source of power for the campus until 1972 when the rail 

line ceased its freight operations.  According to John   

Erickson, at that point: “The campus converted to what is 

known as ‘heavy oil,’ and the oil tanks are buried behind 

the power house to this day.  It is a very thick heating oil 

known as number 6 that has to be preheated to go into 

the furnace before ignition.  We converted from ‘heavy 

oil’ to natural gas when we opened in 1983….”  
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Restored Civil War Era Steam Engine 

From the start the Catonsville campus of St. Charles 

Seminary was easily accessible from Baltimore City.  All 

the young seminarians at St. Charles lived on campus   

during the school year, but early on visitors and workers 

from Baltimore could avail themselves to public trans-

portation to reach the seminary. 

In 1942 Walter S. Brinkman wrote a twenty-four page 

pamphlet entitled Never-to-be Forgotten Tales of            

Catonsville, which contains twelve glimpses into life in 

“The Village” as he called the small town.  One of the 

twelve is: The Old Short Line Railroad.  There were no 

pictures of his locomotive, but the above Civil War engine 

appears a faithful representation to the description in 

his story.   

 

According to Mr. Brinkman, “We all loved the old Short 

Line.  The one train, which ran in and out twice in the 

morning and twice in the afternoon, carried an empty 

baggage car, a smoking car and a day coach, each of 

which had first seen service during the Civil War period.  

Our love, however, was for the engine, Old Trusty, which 

rattled, coughed and emitted fogs of steam from every 

pore.  In rain or blizzard, Old Trusty always managed to 

get us somewhere—at some time.” 
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“The crew was composed of an engineer, fireman, brake-

man and old Captain Sparks, the conductor, who was 

loved by all.  In the bitter cold of winter, when snow was 

flying and drifting, Captain Sparks appeared for duty in 

wool socks and high boots, his chest, throat and ears 

muffled in big, woolen comforters (knitted by his wife). 

 

“In spring and summer, especially during the school 

terms, the ride was filled with human interest.  Captain 

Sparks held the train at the Catonsville station until the 

last galloping horse had brought up the last carriage of 

late passengers.  As Old Trusty wheezed down the line, 

the stops at private stations greatly retarded our           

leisurely progress…” 

 

For a brief time anyone visiting the Cloud Cap Farm site 

after it was acquired from the Smith estate in 1885 could 

come by train, but the train was soon replaced by the 

horse trolley.  

The Short Line Railroad had begun operations on               

November 10, 1884, and shortly thereafter leased its 

line to the Baltimore & Potomac for a brief period.            

Although freight operations continued until 1972, the 

passenger portion of the business became unprofitable 

when electric trolley service began along Frederick 

Road in 1897.  Passenger service along the Short Line 

route ended in 1898. 
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By the mid-1890’s the Baltimore & Catonsville Line was  

already providing trolley service on Frederick Road.   

Visitors or workers could dismount the trolley at the 

Paradise Avenue stop and walk the mile down to the           

seminary grounds.   

As we already mentioned, the year 1897 saw electric 

trolleys begin running along the Frederick Road            

corridor.  These early electric trolley cars owned by the 

Baltimore Traction Company contained flip-over seats 

and pull-down curtains with animal catchers on the 

front. 
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Here is the corner-

stone for Buildings 

1 and 2.  It contains 

the dates 1831 and 

1912.  1831 was the 

date the first build-

ing was started on 

the Ellicott City 

campus, and 1912 

was the date that 

construction start-

ed on Buildings 1 and 

2 on the Catonsville 

campus.  As Buildings 

1 and 2 were connected when they were built, they were 

considered one building at that time.  Hence, there is only 

one cornerstone for both buildings. 

This is the cornerstone for Our Lady of the Angels    

Chapel.  It contains the dates 1860, when the original 

Our Lady of the Angels Chapel was started in Ellicott 

City, and 1913 when construction started on the Chapel 

here in Catonsville.  The Sulpician seal under the cross is 

“AM,” which stands for Auspice Maria (Guide us, Mary). 
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This drawing is of Our Lady of the Angels Chapel with a 

bell tower, which Mary Evans, Charlestown’s Community 

Resources Manager, was kind enough to enhance for me.   

 

The new Chapel was originally slated to be built behind 

the new administration building, which we call Building 

1, but at the request of Elizabeth and Robert Jenkins, 

who were major benefactors to the seminary, the Chapel 

was shifted to the west side of Building 1, the location 

where it now sits.  The above architectural rendering 

showed that the Chapel was originally designed to           

include a bell tower, but the tower had to be eliminated 

to properly situate the Chapel on the site after the      

suggested change by the Jenkins family. 

Rendering of Our Lady of the Angels Chapel with Bell Tower   
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This is the Chapel as it exists today.  Designed by the          

architectural firm of Murphy and Olmstead of             

Washington, D. C., the exterior, which was built in the 

Italian Renaissance style, was completed in 1914, but the 

interior took until 1930 before it was completely            

finished.  Long delays were caused by World War I,             

including the sinking of a shipment of marble for the        

interior by a German U-Boat, a 

lack of sufficient funding, and 

the time consumed by all the         

intricate design work adorning 

the inside of the chapel. 

 

Just as Father Jenkins had built 

the Chapel on the Ellicott City 

site in the 1800’s, members of his 

family donated the funds to build 

the Chapel on the Catonsville 

site in the 1900’s, and Alfred and 

Elizabeth Jenkins and their       

children, Robert and Elizabeth, 

are buried inside the Chapel here. 
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As we mentioned, it took until 1930 to complete the            

Interior of the Chapel due to many long delays but look 

at the beautiful result! 

 

The Casavant Freres Organ in the Chapel and its 2,423 

pipes were delivered in crates from Quebec, Canada.  

They arrived in two train cars at the coal delivery siding 

behind Building 6 on November 10, 1919.  The organ           

received a new console in 1969 and a complete overhaul 

in 1996. 

 

Interior of Our Lady of the Angels Chapel 
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The Sunburst 

 

Inside the Chapel, flanking the altar, are two golden     

mosaic examples of the sunburst design.  One is to the 

left of the altar and crowns a statue of Mary, and the 

other to the right crowns a statue of Joseph.  According 

to Father Larrivee they represent Christ as the light of 

the world. 

 

Early on John Erickson adopted this sunburst symbol as 

the logo for Charlestown. 
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The next buildings constructed were what we refer to as 

Buildings 4 and 5, which were completed in 1922.  This 

stone is not on the corner of the building for some       

reason.  It also contains two dates, 1860 and 1922; when 

the first dining hall was built at the Ellicott City campus 

and when the new refectory was built at the Catonsville 

campus.   This is the most weather-worn of the  stones. 

 

Here we show Building 4 sandwiched between Building 1 

on the right and Building 5 on the left.  Buildings 4 and 5 

were also considered one building when they were built, 

and share only the one building stone.  The power plant, 

which has already been discussed, was also built about 

this period, but contains no cornerstone, probably            

because it was built as a utility building and not             

originally intended for occupancy. 
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Here is John Erickson in 

his Catonsville office, 

meeting with Dawn and 

John Strumsky in the 

fall of 2012 to discuss 

some of the challenges 

he confronted in devel-

oping Charlestown.  St. 

Charles Seminary had 

closed its doors in 

1977, and except for a 

caretaker and a few   

retired priests and nuns, sat vacant until 1983, when 

John Erickson took over the then 110-acre campus to    

create the Charlestown Retirement Community.   

St. Charles Seminary in the 1970’s 

This aerial view of St. Charles Seminary in the 1970’s 

shows Building 3, the last building built by the seminary, 

on the far right side of the campus.  It wasn’t built until 

1961, and only contains that one date on its cornerstone.  

Also take note of the smokestack on the power plant 

over towards the left side of the photograph. 
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Ever since we arrived at Charlestown several residents 

and staff members who were also long-time residents of 

the nearby Catonsville area brought up rumors that the           

Baltimore Colts may have trained at the St. Charles     

Seminary campus in the 1970’s, but until recently we 

could not document the validity of the statements.  There 

was nothing we could find in the St. Charles archives or 

the local newspapers.  

 

If such were actually the case then it would be an              

interesting sidelight to the campus history, and should be 

mentioned herein.  If not, the rumors would have to be    

dismissed. 

 

I was about to disregard my notes on the matter when 

Don Grove, the Charlestown Sales Director reached out 

to his old associates at the Baltimore Orioles, where he  

worked previously as Senior Director of Sales and Fan 

Services.   In turn, one of them spoke to Ernie Accorsi, 

who had been the Public Relations Director and later 

the General Manager for the Baltimore Colts team, (and 

briefly thereafter the Baltimore Orioles Vice President 

for Business Affairs).  

 

Ernie said, “The Colts held  practices there in September 

1977 and 1978, once they left Westminster because they 

couldn’t use Memorial Stadium while the Orioles’ season 

was still going on.”  Ernie went on to say, “It was one of 

many places they would practice 

during Septembers during that time” 

— “he mentioned Pikesville Armory 

and McDonogh as others—but specifi-

cally St. Charles.” 

 

The Colts had to leave their          

Westminster summer training camp 

before the start of each school year 

because the fields and sports            

facilities where they practiced at 

Western Maryland College were 

used by the students once classes resumed. 



This seems the appropriate place to say a few more words 

about John Erickson, the founder of Charlestown. 

 

John Carl Erickson is a               

visionary with a clear       

moral compass who is      

driven to try to always do 

the right thing, even when 

he is concerned for his and 

his family’s well being.   

 

Dawn and I know him as an 

extremely compassionate         

human being who never     

considers the easiest or 

most profitable alternatives, but those which are most         

beneficial for the others involved in his projects.  He 

wrestles with his conscience constantly and prays over 

his decisions daily. 

 

He attended Catholic University in Washington, D. C., and 

had originally intended to become a priest.  He has 

worked hard all his life, and has always been                   

completely immersed in his work.  He knows no other way.   

 

In the early days of Charlestown he put in 18 and 20-hour 

days: He would stay on campus to eliminate his commute 

time, snatch a few hours sleep or a quick nap when he was 

exhausted, stand in the hall in the morning and direct the 

construction workers as they arrived, by nine o’clock 

tell the moving vans where to unload, and by the end of 

the day meet with his staff to tell them about what the 

next day should bring.  He was completely hands on, and 

would even help with mechanical and manual tasks.   

 

Ironically, his middle name is Carl, and he never knew it 

until I pointed it out to him, but Carl, or Carlo in Italian, 

means Charles.  So we residents of Charlestown were 

most fortunate to have reaped the benefits flowing from  

three Charles: St. Charles Seminary, Charlestown          

Retirement Community and John Carl Erickson. 
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Many are not familiar with how John Erickson came upon 

the Charlestown site.  One day he decided to go back to 

visit his old campus at Catholic University when he        

happened to be in Washington, D. C. and had some time to 

spare before a meeting with government officials about 

establishing a youth program in the national parks.  

 

He bumped into a priest who remembered him as a student, 

who John used to drive up to Baltimore in a little 

Volkswagen.  They ended up in a conversation about how 

the Catholic educational system in America was in       

trouble, and the priest brought up how the St. Charles 

Seminary in Baltimore, which just a few years earlier had 

400 students, had closed its doors.  The priest said it cost 

the Archdiocese $100,000 to keep the campus heat on  

every year, and that they had no idea about what to do 

with the place.   

 

So after a successful meeting about youth programs in 

national parks, while driving back to National Airport 

John thought: “You know it couldn’t be as bad as Father 

Bob Eno said.  Somebody should be able to do something 

with an entire college campus.  Maybe I should go to      

Baltimore and see what this place looks like.  So I did.  I 

skipped getting on the airplane and drove to Baltimore.  I 

can remember I didn’t know exactly where St. Charles 

was—I didn’t know where Maiden Choice Lane was-—so I 

stopped in the Dunkin Donuts shop on Frederick Road for 

directions. 

 

“So there it was, an abandoned 110-acre seminary campus.  

The back doors were open so I could wander through and 

I basically saw all these Romanesque school buildings 

with big columns, and then on the corner here’s this    

magnificent church just sitting there collecting dust.  So 

since I had already missed my plane I thought maybe I 

should drive out to the Provincial House in Baltimore to 

see who’s in charge there.”  
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“So I drove there and knocked on the door, and it turns 

out that the Provincial of the Sulpicians, who owned the 

seminary, was Father Ed Frazier.  Ed was one of the       

people who attended Catholic University when I was 

there, lived in our building and knew me well, but was on 

his way out the door to leave for California.  

 

“But Father Frazier took a few minutes and said, ‘Yes, it’s 

a disaster.  We’re paying a $100,000 to heat the buildings.  

However, we have a contract to sell the place to a low 

income housing builder, but we don’t know what they’re 

going to do with the church.’ 

 

“He told me that option had expired, but that the builder 

wanted to renew it for a couple of more years and was 

not paying anything for it.  I asked Ed not to renew the   

option for a few weeks to give me a chance to see what I 

could put together.  I came back and said, ‘Here’s what I 

think we should do.  I think we should put together a      

retirement community.  It’s in a good spot to attract       

Middle America, when most of the retirement facilities at 

that time targeted only the upper income market.’ 

   

“The Sulpicians were going to sell the campus to the 

builder for 1.5 million dollars, so I said: ‘Let me make a 

deal.  I’ll pay the heating bill for $100,000 for the year if 

you’ll give me a year’s option to look at this, and if it 

turns out that I can put it together I’ll pay you 2 million 

dollars for the campus.’  Ed said, ‘Okay, we have a deal.’”  

  

That was in September, 1981.  John now had the green 

light, but then went through a series of cliff-hanging 

challenges before he could finally find financing to 

move ahead with the project to convert the seminary into 

a retirement community.  He spoke with many banks to     

obtain financing, but as he wanted to convert a seminary 

campus with a chapel on it, he was repeatedly turned 

down.  As one banker put it, “No one wants to foreclose 

on God” (if the project failed).  By early 1983 his personal 

checking account was overdrawn by $100,000. 
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A friend who sat on the board of Geico Insurance          

Company suggested that John talk with the insurance 

company and got him an appointment to see Jack Byrne, 

the chairman of Geico.  Jack told him, “John, there’s no 

higher return than when you invest in God’s work.”  Jack 

set up a meeting for John with Al Sparks, the chief            

financial officer at Geico.  The insurance company          

provided the permanent backing for the bank financing, 

and became the junior partner in the venture. 

 

John then thought: “Now I can go to work and I asked        

myself: What can I put together here?  I came up with two 

great ideas: first I had to make the entrance deposit        

refundable, which had never been done, and next I had to 

make the fee for service model cheaper than what it 

would cost to continue living at home.  So I decided that 

most people in Middle America owned their own homes 

and received Social Security, so that I could model the 

community in such a way that retirees could use the          

equity in their homes and their retirement income to      

comfortably afford to live in Charlestown.   This proved 

to be a unique approach that worked well.”   
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John Erickson with Tom Brod,  

The First Executive Director, 

at the Terrace Room Opening in 1986 
 

 

The two personally served  

free pancakes  to all the residents  

who came to the opening 



Here we have Lieneke 

Van Opstal celebrating 

her birthday in 2012 

with Nancy and John   

Erickson in the Refec-

tory.  Lieneke was among 

the first residents—who 

were to become known 

as “The Pioneers”—who 

moved into their apart-

ments in the newly      

renovated Buildings 1, 2, 4 and 5 in December, 1983.  She is 

now the longest tenured resident living here at     

Charlestown.    

Johanna Fischl was another of 

those pioneer residents.  She 

moved in with her dog, Herman.  

After searching through all 

the old records in the archives, 

we did not believe that a photo 

existed of either Johanna or 

Herman, but we finally found 

this ad on the back page of an 

old issue of The Harvest, the 

original name for The Sun-

burst.    Little  Herman  was  the  

             first pet at Charlestown.   

 

Herman arrived with Johanna in December of 1983.  He 

was a terrier-chihuahua mix that Johanna found            

abandoned behind a shopping center.  All his little ribs 

were sticking out when she found him, and he was on the 

brink of starvation.   

 

After moving here Herman was homesick for his old home 

and could not be let off his leash.  Soon, however, he set-

tled in and became the delight of the original group of          

residents.  As those pioneer residents had no front doors 

on their apartments at first, he freely roamed in and out 

of their homes.  The pioneer residents declared Herman 

the original Charlestown mascot.  He was much beloved 

by everyone, and some residents still speak fondly of him. 
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Some of our Charlestown history still exists because 

thoughtful residents and staff members took the time to 

write down their experiences for posterity.  Here is           

Pioneer Resident Betty Nicholson in her own words:  

 

“April 23, 1983 was my first meeting 

with the sales staff, who outlined 

the plans for renovating the               

interiors of the existing buildings.  

They showed us pages and pages of 

architectural plans for various 

size apartments and their arrange-

ment on each floor of the existing       

buildings.  I put my  deposit down on 

October 3, 1983.  

 

“Although my apartment wasn’t expected to be ready     

until late summer 1984, I was notified it would be ready 

sooner than that, and I moved into Building 2 on May 17, 

1984.  About 50 people had moved into Buildings 1, 2, 4 

and 5 by that point. 

 

“In 1984 founder John Erickson’s office and executive     

director Tom Brod’s office were right next to each other 

at the end of Main Street in Building 1.  Today the       

Neighbor Care Pharmacy is where John’s office was, and 

a portion of the Fountain Hill Café was Tom’s office. 

 

“The first resident in Building 3, Rose Herman, moved in to 

the 4th floor in October, 1984.  John chose his brother   

Michael, one of the staff employees, to be a temporary 

resident and occupy the apartment across the hall from 

Rose so that she would not be the only occupant of the 

building.  There was no connection between Building 2 

and Building 3 at the time, so that it was isolated.” 
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Betty Nicholson continues: 

 

“The old seminary gymnasium was located where the        

entrance to Renaissance Gardens Terrace now sits.  We 

were told the old gym would be used as temporary       

storage for the residents.  Large rectangular spaces 

were painted throughout the room, and each resident 

who wanted a storage spot was assigned one of the    

painted spaces.  After permanent storage was prepared 

in Building 2, and all our items removed, the gym was      

taken down.  

 

“The Residents’ Council was started by Virginia Mahon in 

1984.  She lived in Building 1.  Two people were elected 

from each building then occupied.    

 

“Calvin Coleman moved into Building 2 in 1984.  He 

brought all his woodworking tools with him, which he set 

up in the Craft Room in Building 2.  He and several other 

men started doing projects for the residents, and I still 

have a footstool that Calvin made for me. 

 

“I also bought a stained glass rocking horse from Jaap 

Van Opstal for one of my daughters who collected      

rocking horses.  Jaap taught himself to work with stained 

glass once he moved here.  

 

“Some residents started to need nursing attention as  

early as 1985, so work was started on Building 6 to turn 

it into assisted living apartments.  In keeping with the         

future aim of having connecting indoor corridors to all 

the buildings, work began on building a bridge from one 

corner of the Refectory to Building 6. 

 

“In August 1985 our shuttle driver, Lisa Peacock, took 

about 15 residents to Strausburg, Pennsylvania for one 

of the first dinner theater outings, and a great time was 

had by all.” 
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Betty Nicholson concludes:  

 

“Ruth Houck, a resident in Building 2, set up a library in 

its current location on Main Street.  A group of                

volunteers worked at different hours to type up             

reference cards and check books in and out.   

 

 “G. T. Kline, one of the first residents in Building 7 in 

1986, originated the recycling effort on the campus.  He 

instructed everyone to leave their old newspapers out 

on a specified night, and he would come around early the 

following morning to gather them all up.  He would then 

turn them over to a Boy Scout troop in Catonsville so 

that their group would get credit for them at a local     

recycling center.  

 

“When Lobby 7 opened, several of the residents               

volunteered to be receptionists at the desk for several 

hours at a time. 

 

“Karl Schaaf, another early resident in 1986, who lived 

in Building 7,  got the ham radio club started.  The club 

was assigned a room in Building 3 for its equipment, and 

an antenna soon appeared atop the roof of Building 3.  

 

“In the spring of 1986 I wanted to have a 50th anniversary 

party for friends from my 8th grade class with Sister 

Cephas, the nun who taught us, as guest of honor.  When I 

realized that the response was so great that all the 

guests would not fit into my apartment I went to John   

Erickson and Tom Brod to ask if there was a large room 

anywhere that I could use.  They soon told me I could 

have the party in the Music Room in Building 2, and that I 

could arrange for food to be served from the Refectory 

Dining Room.  Twenty people came to the party on June 7, 

1986—the first to be catered by Charlestown.” 
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We now hear from Linda Armstrong, a twenty-five year 

member of the Charlestown staff: 

 

“In July, 1987, I received a call from 

Charlestown inviting me to come in to fill 

out an employment application for a      

nursing position.  I met with Rick Grindrod.  

He spent a lot of time explaining the       

concept of Charlestown as a continuing 

care community.  His enthusiasm excited me, 

and I was happy that my coming in to fill 

out an application led to a tour and an      

interview.   

 

“In August I started my career as the first Director of 

Nursing.  My responsibilities included overseeing the 

staff and the care provided to our residents.  I was also 

supervisor to the only home care aide, Myrtle Anderson, 

who provided services to residents in the independent 

apartments. 

 

“My first ‘Treasure Sale’ took place shortly after I   

started.  Posters were displayed throughout the campus, 

noting that the proceeds would be used to help purchase 

a new bus.  It was held on a beautiful Saturday morning in            

September.  Tables were set up and filled with all sorts 

of things.  I really didn’t need anything, but wanting to 

support the cause I decided to purchase a few items          

including a drinking glass.  Since I was on campus I 

thought it might be a good time to check on my nursing 

staff.  As I walked through the Refectory to head over  

the bridge to Building 6 I noticed that the glassware on 

the tables matched my ‘new treasure’!  Needless to say, I 

left the glass sitting on a tray in the dining room. 

 

“In 1988 Charlestown purchased its new 44-passenger 

bus.  In a ceremony attended by staff and residents, the 

bus was blessed with a prayer and christened with a     

bottle of champagne. I remember it took several strikes 

to the bumper before the bottle finally broke!  At this 

time the old van was then used to start door-to-door    

shuttle service around the campus.”    
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The brass plaque under this     

rendition of the Charlestown 

Sunburst logo hanging near the 

Chesapeake Restaurant states: 

 

Wood Art by Art Wood  

Resident 

 

John Erickson invited Al Sparks and Bill Snyder, the new 

Geico chairman, to the 5th anniversary celebration at     

Charlestown in 1988 to say a few words.  After listening 

to a number of heart-warming testimonials by residents, 

the two came up at the end of the ceremony and pulled 

John aside.  Bill told him, “If you can 

get us to a zero basis on our              

finance side, we’d like to donate 

half a million dollars to the         

community and we’ll give you back 

our interest in the partnership.” 

 

John was able to completely repay 

the loans ahead of time so that     

Geico had spent none of its own 

money in the project, and a few 

weeks later the insurance company 

sent John a check for $500,000.  He 

looked at the $500,000 as found 

money.  He donated $200,000 of it to begin the Benevolent 

Care Fund, another $200,000 to begin funding the         

Student Scholarship Fund, and the remaining $100,000 to 

construct Charlestown’s television studio, now Channel 

972.  He explained, “I always kept the staff focused on: 

How do we do the very best job for our residents.  My 

guiding principle is ‘What is the right thing to do?’”   
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“this design was painstakingly burned into the wood utilizing the 

rays of the sun focused through a magnifying glass.” 



 

 

Biblical Quotations 

selected by 

John Erickson 

and placed 

around the campus 
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Incidentally,  St.  Charles            

Seminary was named after its     

patron saint, Cardinal Charles 

Borromeo, or Carlo Borromeo, as 

he was known in his native Italian.   

 

He was born in the family castle 

in Arona on Lake Maggiore in the 

Piedmont section of northern     

Italy into a wealthy and powerful 

family on October 2, 1538 as 

Count Carlo Borromeo di Arona. 

 

His father was Gilberto II, the 

Count of Arona, and his mother 

Margherita de’ Medici, the sister 

of Pope Pius IV. 

 

In 1560 we was named Protono-

tary Apostolic, or Secretary of 

State, at the Vatican, but after the death of his uncle, 

Pope Pius IV, he devoted himself to the reformation of his 

archdiocese in Milan. 

 

He was a leading light for eliminating many church      

abuses which arose from clergy ignorance, and worked 

to establish seminaries and colleges for the education of 

candidates for holy orders.  He also put into effect many 

measures to improve morals and manners of both the 

clergy and the laity. 

 

The Cardinal worked tirelessly during the “black death,” 

as the Bubonic Plague was then known, when it hit Milan 

in 1576.  The epidemic killed over 50,000 people, roughly a 

third of the city’s population.  He visited wherever the 

disease raged, distributing funds and providing comfort 

for the sick.   

 

He passed away in Milan in 1584, and his feast day is on   

November 4th of each year.  

 

Oil on canvas painting by 

Giovanni Ambrogio Figino 

Circa 1580 
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We now return to Father Leo Larrivee one 

last time.  This picture of him is when he 

was a young seminarian here at St. 

Charles College and was manning the 

school’s switchboard in the basement of 

Building 1.  How about that hair?  

 

 

Our next picture of him is 

of more recent vintage.  The good padre 

completes the circle of the Sulpicians’   

involvement with St. Charles from their 

arrival in America in 1791 through to the 

very present with him.  He and I spent a 

most pleasant sunny afternoon together 

in my den discussing the history of 

Charlestown and of the surrounding    

Catonsville area. 

 

 

 

 

Father Larrivee attended school here at St. Charles 

from 1969 to 1973, Charlestown is his parish, the Chapel 

his church, and, after many years of ministering here, he 

moved in last year to become a resident.  He told Dawn he 

even looks forward to being buried in the Sulpician     

Cemetery on the grounds here. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

T h e seal 

of the Society of 

Saint-Sulpice.  The A-M 

in the seal stands for 

Auspice, Maria (Guide 

us, Mary). 
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As previously mentioned, Father Larrivee stated that a 

portion of the old farmhouse, “the house on the hill,” was 

used as the original assisted living facility during 1984. 

 

 

John Erickson stated that Building 6 (above) was                

refurbished by Charlestown in 1985, and then used as 

the Assisted Care Center until 1987, when the new care 

center (below) opened immediately next door. Take note 

of where the smokestack used to be connected to Build-

ing 6 at the lower left side of the above picture. 
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Buildings 7, 8 and 9 were built in 1986. In this 1986 aerial 

photograph Building 7 is the straight light-roofed      

building in the center, between Buildings 2 and 3 with the 

darkened roofs.  Building 8 is at the upper left and     

Building 9 at the lower left.  Building 3, with the dark-

ened roof, is at the lower right.  Notice the courtyard 

completely enclosed in the center of Buildings 7, 8, 9 and 

3.  Also note the lack of interior walkways at that point.  
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This aerial photograph from 1989 shows construction 

about to begin on the cleared Harborview site.  To          

continue to meet the growing demand for more                     

independent living residences with on-campus continuing 

care facilities Charlestown next added Charlestown 

Square flanked by Chapel Court, Parkview, Harborview 

and Caton Ridge, all of which opened in 1989.   

 

The original aquatic center, which opened in 1990, has 

been demolished and is now in the process of being           

enlarged as it is being rebuilt.   

 

Chapel Court is the second building up from the center, 

and the residents’ garden plots were relocated from the 

old “House on the Hill” to the large open space just to 

the left of the front of Chapel Court around this period.  
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Let’s return to Linda Armstrong once more:  

 

“In 1989 a new van, which held 15 to 20 people, was         

purchased for off-campus excursions.  The medical suite 

was remodeled and enlarged, and a dental office was 

built.  That year would also be the last time we would 

hear the sound of children’s voices as they played         

outside at recess.  The Lamb of God Day School had been 

occupying the Carriage House.  The residents and staff 

loved seeing the little ones parading through the halls 

in their Halloween costumes, and enjoyed listening to 

them sing Christmas carols in the Terrace Room. 

 

“The Treasure Sale, now so much a part of our community 

culture began as a sidewalk sale in 1987, then moved to 

Charlestown Square.  A shower curtain was rigged up as 

a portable dressing room for the ladies to try on their      

clothing finds.   

 

“The Chapel Concert Series began on November 12, 1989 

with Jose Cueto and Nancy Roldan on piano and violin.  

This event established a tradition of cultural events 

that has since brought hundreds of musical artists onto 

the campus. 

 

“The beginning of garden plots may also be traced to this 

time with tiny squares created in a small space at the 

maintenance house (the House on the Hill) behind the    

Carriage House.  The tiny plots would later be relocated 

and expanded to the large garden area they now occupy 

off to the front of Chapel Court. 

 

“In 1990 Baltimore County designated Charlestown as 

Precinct 16, District 1, with our own on-campus polling 

places.”     
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We now hear from Barbara Walker, who 

moved into Charlestown 18½ years ago. 

 

“The opening of two new buildings,          

Herbert’s Run in 1992 and Brookside in 

1993, added over 570 apartments to 

Charlestown.   

 

“The Conference Center in Cross Creek Station, a much 

needed venue for large gatherings, opened during this 

same period.  Residents enjoyed dances, musicals, New 

Year’s Eve parties and craft and art shows.  This also     

became the home of the Treasure Sale, which had              

expanded exponentially and really needed such a space 

for this resident-run project. 

 

“The Residents’ Council in 1995 reorganized itself with 

committees paralleling the Charlestown department 

services, and developed a partnering system to help         

improve and support the Council’s functioning.  One of 

the first outcomes of this was the development of            

Memorial Woods with trees dedicated to beloved family 

members who passed away here.  Part of the site was set 

aside for a Memory Walk, a brick-lined walk among the 

trees.  For the opening ceremony, Shirley Hughes, one of 

Charlestown’s employees, wrote and sang a beautiful 

dedicatory song “Among the Trees.” 

 

“It was during this time that Channel 66 (later Channel 

972), the in-house TV station, moved from its home in the 

auditorium to its present location in Cross Creek Station. 

 

“With the completion of the new side of the campus came 

the Nature Trail.  Paul Gaudreau, a resident of 

Brookside, envisioned a trail following the course of 

Herbert’s Run, the stream flowing through the wooded 

ravine  behind the Brookside and Herbert’s Run buildings.  

With the support of Mr. Erickson the trail became a         

reality.”   
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In 1998 Charlestown Retirement Community, through its 

Board of Directors, bought out Senior Campus Living to 

become an independent entity named Charlestown        

Community, Inc, which is managed by Erickson Living. 

 

Finally, in 1999, to round out the campus, Charlestown 

opened its new short-term rehabilitation neighborhood, 

The Dorsey Center, which was named in memory of Harry 

N. Dorsey, a member of the          

Resident’s Council, who focused 

on health care issues.  Today,       

assisted living, nursing care, 

short-term rehabilitation, memory 

care and respite care are all   

conducted under the Renaissance 

Gardens umbrella. 

Our last aerial shot shows the construction site for the 

St. Charles building back behind the Charlestown 

Square complex in the far right center of the picture. 

 

The next year, 1991, saw the opening of The St. Charles, 

followed by Herbert’s Run, Cross Creek Station, and the 

Brookside buildings in 1992 and 1993. 
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Now we come to Karline Tierney, a 

resident who sits on the 

Charlestown Board of Directors. 

 

“In 2000 Paul Lohmeyer had a 

dream—a dream of residents forming 

a huge circle around the campus, 

holding hands in celebration of our 

community and all it means to us.  

The dream was realized in the form of “Community Day—

Hands Across the Campus” held in November of 2000.  

There was an essay and poetry contest and an interfaith 

service in conjunction with it.  Similar days were held in 

November of ’01, ’02 and ’03.   Maybe sometime we will 

have another Community Day.  Thank you, Paul!  

 

“Have you noticed that many people who move here have 

come as widows or widowers or become so after moving in 

and that eventually many marry again after becoming 

residents!   

 

“For several years Jim Gengler and Paul Lohmeyer also 

had a dream to see a resident on the Board of Directors.  

There was a special committee appointed by the Govern-

ance Committee of the Residents’ Council.  The committee 

wrote and talked and pushed and prodded, and finally in 

May of 2002 the Board voted to appoint a resident as a 

board member. 

 

“In 2003 we had a most beautiful celebration – the      

opening of the Butterfly Garden.  It was the idea of Sally 

McBride, a member of the Nature Trail Committee.  Sally 

had been making and selling magnets decorated with      

nature themes for some time.  She donated the proceeds, 

$400.00, for the establishment of the garden.  She            

selected the location, which is visible to all residents, 

and also selected the plants.  Today we can thank Sally, 

whose spirit lives on with the butterflies, for the          

garden.” 
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Some memories of resident Joe Booker: 

 

“The Lighthouses of Prayer had its    

roots with four friends.  Marge Timmel,           

Marguerite Lohrmann, Elsie Klein and 

Mary Nodar, who were members of the 

“Lamb of God” prayer group.  They all 

eventually moved to Charlestown.  In the 

winter of 1999 the four long-time friends, 

two Catholic and two Protestant, met to 

pray that God would show 

them as new residents how 

they might serve Him here.  

They met with the two 

Charlestown pastors about 

residents praying for bless-

ings for their neighbors, 

and with their blessings the 

Lighthouses of Prayer were 

introduced to both congre-

gations on Palm Sunday 

1999. 

 

“After many years of trying 

by Ed Kearns and myself, 

the Charlestown Council 

of the Knights of Columbus was chartered in July, 2002.  

Its mission is to help those less fortunate through       

prayer, volunteerism and charitable works.  

 

“On September 11, 2002 the Charlestown VFW Post      

dedicated a permanent memorial at the entrance to the 

campus in honor of the lives lost due to the terrorist     

attacks on September 11, 2001.  Representatives from the 

New York Fire and Police Departments and the Pentagon 

showed up to take part in the ceremony.  After the          

ceremony, a local piper led the St. Andrews Society of 

Baltimore Color Guard to the Chapel for an ecumenical 

service of prayer and remembrance.” 

Joe & Mary  

Booker 

Mothers of the Lighthouses of 

Prayer in 2013 

Marguerite Lohrmann, Elsie Klein, 

Mary Nodar and Marge Timmel 
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Mike Conord, the Executive Director from 1996 to 2008 

remembered: 

 

“November 2004 brought the “Legacy Tree” on the wall 

at Cross Creek Station, established to recognize donors 

to the Benevolent Care Fund. 

 

“A traffic light was added to the entrance to the 

Charlestown campus.  A putting green and a bocce ball 

course were also added to the campus. 

 

“Volunteers in Renaissance Gardens between 2003 and 

2008 went from 35 to over 200!” 

 

Bob Donaldson, a now deceased        

resident left these comments in our   

archives: 

 

“In September, 2005, Charlestown’s 

‘Fruits of Our Labors’ Fair gave clubs 

and organizations the opportunity to 

display in the Conference Center what 

they “do.”   

 

“In April, 2006, thanks to the efforts 

of our Board of Directors, Charlestown was reported to 

be 1 of only 14 retirement communities with a very              

important bond rating of “A” from the state.  

 

“A much nicer facility was provided for the Archives     

Committee in June.  

 

“December was the advent of the yearly ginger bread    

displays by the Charlestown chefs. 

 

“2008 saw Garret Falcone, the current Renaissance   

Gardens Director, tapped as the new Executive Director 

of Charlestown.” 

Anne & Bob 

Donaldson 
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Charlestown Retirement Community     

became the flagship campus of Erickson 

Retirement Communities when John      

Erickson developed and opened a        

second community in 1995, the Oak 

Crest Retirement Community in 

Parkville in northern Baltimore      

County. 

 

Now known as Erickson Living, Erickson 

Retirement Communities became the 

largest developer and operator of   

campus-style, continuing care retire-

ment communities in the United States.  

The company grew to nearly 12,000        

employees, who served more than 23,000 residents on 21 

senior living campuses in eleven states.  However, by 

2009 the company faced serious financial challenges.   

 

The ever-increasing escalation in real estate prices        

between 1997 and 2006 caused unsustainable levels of 

growth in our national economy, and by 2006 the market 

had peaked.  In early 2007 real estate prices began     

shifting downward, and within a few years severe real 

estate downturns forced high levels of foreclosures 

and bankruptcies throughout the country.  This put many 

Erickson Retirement construction projects in jeopardy. 

 

In July, 2009 Erickson Retirement lost a development 

called Hickory Ridge to foreclosure proceedings in       

Hilliard, Ohio, not far from downtown Columbus.          

However, it promptly returned residents’ deposits when 

banks foreclosed on the community, and industry               

analysts stated that “they could not think of a single            

instance where residents lost money because of                  

financial distress at the continuing-care community.” 

John Erickson  

in 2001 
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After an unsuccessful search for alternative funding 

sources, Erickson Retirement filed for Chapter 11      

bankruptcy protection on October 20, 2009.  Chapter 11 

is sometimes referred to as “voluntary” bankruptcy        

because it is filed by the debtor, as opposed to Chapter 7 

“involuntary” bankruptcy where the creditors join         

together to force the debtor into receivership.  Erickson 

filed a reorganization plan under Chapter 11 in order to 

restructure its debt. 

 

As it had already demonstrated in Ohio, Erickson assured 

the marketplace that the bankruptcy proceedings would 

not impact the “residence and care agreements” which 

govern resident deposits, because those agreements are 

signed with separate non-profit entities at each campus 

that oversee those deposits.   

 

As part of the bankruptcy             

proceedings, the company agreed 

that community management            

activities would be separated from 

the development side of the          

business.  Erickson maintained 

throughout that operations in its 

e x i s t i n g  c o m m u n i t i e s  w e r e                  

financially sound and that its    

problems were caused by financial 

commitments made in developing 

new communities at the time that 

the real estate market began its 

downward spiral.  A separation of 

the management and development 

sides of the business meant that existing and future     

residents would be better protected from the volatility 

of the real estate development business, and would        

allow for the resumption of developing and building new 

retirement communities as the economy improved. 

John Erickson 

in 2009 
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Nevertheless, the company was         

unable to attract new investors and 

was sold via a bankruptcy auction to 

Redwood Capital Investments, a      

privately held investment company 

controlled by Jim Davis, the chair-

man and majority owner of Allegis 

Group based in Hanover, just outside 

of Baltimore. 

 

Jim Davis, and his cousin, Steve        

Bisciotti, founded Allegis Group in 

1983, which was then known as     

Aerotek.  It originally focused on 

“providing technically proficient    

people to the expanding engineering 

and aerospace industries,” and is now one of the largest        

privately owned staffing companies in the world, with 

revenues recently exceeding six billion dollars.  Allegis 

Group now has operations worldwide, including North 

America, Europe and Asia. 

 

Jim Davis still has majority control of Allegis Group, but 

Steve Bisciotti has turned his attention to his ownership 

of the Baltimore Ravens National Football League team, 

which recently won the Super Bowl Championship. 

 

Jim Davis and John Erickson met more than a decade ago.  

The two men discovered “they shared a passion for         

service, particularly to seniors, an insistence on mission-

driven company cultures and a strong sense of giving 

back to the community.  When the opportunity to take a 

leadership role in the company presented itself, Jim       

visited each Erickson campus to see for himself, and hear 

from residents, what the Erickson lifestyle meant.”  Jim is 

a native of suburban Philadelphia, and graduated from 

Villanova.  He now lives outside Baltimore and recently  

made a very generous contribution to the Benevolent 

Care Fund at Charlestown.   

Jim Davis 

in 2010 
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Late In 2009, Redwood Capital Investments, as the                

successful bidder in the bankruptcy auction, signed a   

letter of intent to acquire the assets of the Erickson   

Retirement Communities, and the acquisition was             

completed in April, 2010 with the new company being 

known as Erickson Living.  

 

John Erickson planned to step down as chairman after 

the company emerged from bankruptcy, and he and his top 

managers exited the company and were replaced by a 

team chosen by Redwood Capital upon completion of the 

bankruptcy proceedings in May, 2012.   

 

In a $100 million lawsuit filed by the trustee appointed by 

the bankruptcy court it was claimed that Erickson           

Retirement Communities was insolvent and reliant on 

creditor funds for at least six years before its mounting 

debt forced it to seek bankruptcy protection, and that 

Erickson and other board members diverted millions to 

private trusts.  The bankruptcy judge disagreed.  After 

thoroughly studying all the facts in the case, Judge      

William D. Quarles signed a withdrawal decree on May 31, 

2012, which found no basis for the charges alleged by 

the trustee.  

 

John and his family have            

always been dedicated to the 

study and promotion of 

healthy and positive aging, and 

they were at the forefront of 

the formation of the Erickson 

School of Aging Studies at the 

University of Maryland, Balti-

more County (UMBC).  John’s   

efforts are now devoted to    

expanding RLTV, which aims to 

provide quality TV shows on       

senior living to its audience.  

John Erickson 

in 2011 
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For well over two       

decades Fr. Larrivee 

has been giving guided 

tours of the Chapel at 

Charlestown.  He knows 

all its various construc-

tion details, and you can 

see and hear and feel 

the joy in his touching 

presentations. 

 

In 2009 he published a 

very fine book called 

Our Lady of the Angels: 

A Celebration in Color 

and Light, which was 

richly illustrated by Jim 

Stratton.   
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Charlestown Resident Governor Schaefer  (deceased) 

with former Executive Director Garret Falcone  

in 2005 

The Charlestown community lost a truly outstanding     

Executive Director when Garret Falcone and his wife     

decided to relocate to Maryland’s Eastern Shore in June, 

2012.  He is remembered as an extremely compassionate 

and caring individual. 



From the files of the Sunburst newspaper: 

 

Dr. Myla Carpenter, our Medical Director, wrote in the 

March 2011 issue: “Have you ever thought: I always get 

sick on the weekend or at night when the Medical Center 

is closed?”  She then went on to say that residents who 

receive their primary care at the Charlestown Medical 

Center have access to a Medical Center doctor 24 hours 

a day, 365 days a year by simply picking up the telephone.   

 

The May, June and July 2011 issues reported Betty Brown, 

Joy Gould, Dawn and John Strumsky, Claire Walter and 

Glenn Young among the new residents moving into 

Charlestown.  The six bonded to eat together on a regu-

lar basis.  They soon added Marge Timmel and Mary Jane 

Jaymont to their group and also began meeting to            

celebrate birthdays.  Their fellowship led to the for-

mation of the 5:17½ Club, so named because one in the 

group felt that 5:15 was too early to meet for dinner and 

another that 5:20 was too late.  So in the spirit of          

compromise they split the difference and meet at 5:17½ 

for dinner.  Betty and Glenn married in October, 2012, 

and that same month the Strumskys celebrated their 40th 

wedding anniversary in City Lights.  

 

Late in 2011 major renovations began on the Refectory 

Dining Room, to be followed by the Fireside Dining Room, 

and then the Terrace Room. 

 

In the beginning of 2012 it was reported that new eleva-

tors are being added to selected campus buildings, and 

that the swimming pool was being demolished to make way 

for a new one.   

 

Charlestown now has over 760 volunteers donating 

their time, efforts and abilities to a myriad of worthwhile 

causes and projects. 
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To replace Garret while at the 

same time demonstrating how       

seriously it took its commitment 

to the residents at the campuses 

it services, Erickson Living put 

Clara Parker, the new Executive 

Director, through a screening 

process that involved thirty-two                  

interviews at various levels.  She 

has been fully vetted by the                     

executives at Erickson Living, Inc., and Charlestown   

Community, Inc., Charlestown’s independent board of       

directors.  

 

Clara has not disappointed.  She hit the ground running, 

and quickly involved herself in all aspects of operations 

at Charlestown.  She is seen everywhere around the    

campus with different members of her staff, contractors 

and outside vendors as she goes about checking progress 

on the various construction and renovation projects 

now under way on the campus. 

 

She has instituted regular meetings with residents 

called Conversations with Clara, and appears regularly 

on in-house television Channel 972 to keep everyone in 

the loop about all matters impacting the quality of       

resident life. 

 

She attends all the meetings of the Residents’ Council, 

and constantly invites anyone who feels they have a 

grievance to personally come see her.  

 

The residents feel Clara has already demonstrated that 

she is more than capable to fulfill the taxing duties of 

her new position. 
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Our new Executive Director joined us just in time for the 

annual Resident Satisfaction Survey.  Clara conducted a 

campus-wide meeting of residents to review the results.  

She reported that 92.2% of the residents were so            

satisfied with Charlestown that they would recommend 

living here to their family and friends, but she then     

carefully scrutinized areas where there could be                        

improvement.  Over 90% of the residents feel that staff 

members are friendly, courteous and competent, and 

those living here expressed strong confidence in campus 

security and emergency services.    

 

Early in 2013 guided “Hard Hat” tours were conducted by 

representatives of Harkins Contractors to escort       

residents and staff members through the newly renovat-

ed Charlestown Square and Edgewood areas. 

 

Jim Antonakos, our Director of Philanthropy, won 

Charlestown’s Annual Winter Putterland Miniature 

Golf Tournament in February, 2013 and donated his $400 

prize to the Benevolent Care Fund.  Thank you, Jim! 

 

The purpose of the Charlestown Community Benevolent 

Care Fund is to come to the aid of residents of our commu-

nity who have exhausted their financial resources,          

including their refundable entrance deposit, and who 

are then unable to cover their monthly service fees.  The 

long-term goal is to build the Fund to a level where the 

earned interest on the Fund’s principal will cover the   

expenses of those residents needing assistance.  

 

As you may recall, John Erickson started the Benevolent 

Care Fund in 1988 with $200,000 of what he considered 

found money.   

 

Since then, through the generosity of Charlestown’s  

residents, vendors and staff, the Fund has grown to over 

$4.3 million, with another $3.2 million in pledges.   

  

Every year treasure sales and a gala are held as the    

major fundraisers for the Fund.  The theme for each 

year’s galas has been: 
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  1st     –     1989    —     Gala ‘89 

 

  2nd   --       1990    --     Gala ’90 

 

             3rd   --       1991     --     Gala ‘91 

 

  4th     --     1992     --     Gala ‘92 

 

  5th     --     1993     --     Gala ‘93 

 

  6th     --     1994     --     Gala ‘94 

 

  7th     --     1995     --     Roaring Twenties 

 

  8th     --     1996     --     1001 Arabian Nights 

 

  9th     --     1997     --     Land of Oz 

 

                     10th     --     1998     --     A Night at the Oscars 

 

                11th    --      1999     --     The Grand Tour of Europe 

 

              12th    --      2000     --     The Four Seasons 

 

                13th    --      2001     --     Maryland, My Maryland 

 

                 14th    --      2002     --     Moulin Rouge 

 

                15th    --      2003     --     Sunset Safari 

 

                 16th    --      2004     --     Oriental Oasis 

 

                17th    --      2005     --     All That Jazz 

 

             18th    --      2006     --     Splash 

 

          19th    --      2007     --     Salute to the Troops 

 

          20th    --      2008     --     Charlestown’s 25th Anniversary 

 

          21st    --      2009     --     Autumn Elegance 

 

          22nd   --      2010     --     Masquerade Ball 

 

          23rd   --      2011     --     Fabulous Forties 

 

          24th   --      2012     --     Under the Tuscan Stars       
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As an aside, many people do not know that the 

Charlestown buildings had names before they were        

assigned    numbers.  Then, when many of the original resi-

dents—the Pioneers—felt the numbers were too imperson-

al; names were once again assigned to the buildings.  The 

only exceptions are the Chapel, which has always been 

known as Our Lady of the Angels Chapel, the old farm-

house and the carriage house. 

 

Building 1 was named Cloud Cap by St. Charles Seminary 

in honor of the farm originally occupying the property.  It 

then became known as Building 1 and then Fountain Hill.   

 

Building 2 was first Tabb Hall, 

then Building 2, and finally Maple 

Terrace.  John Banister Tabb was 

a very interesting personality.  He 

was born into a wealthy Virginia 

family in 1845, became a blockade 

runner for the Confederacy     

during the Civil War, was             

captured, and spent eight months 

in a Union prison camp.  Tabb       

converted to Catholicism in 1872, 

began to teach Greek and English 

at St. Charles College in 1878, 

and was ordained a Sulpician 

priest in 1884.  He was a national-

ly known poet whose work was 

published in such prominent maga-

zines as Harper’s Monthly.  

John Banister Tabb 

monument near the 

entrance to the 

Terrace Room  

Building 3 was first St. Charles Hall, and after being 

known as Building 3 it became Edgewood. 

 

Building 4 was first St. Mary’s Hall in honor of the       

seminary’s long association with St. Mary’s Seminary in 

Baltimore City before being numbered, and then became, 

along with Building 5, New Carroll. 
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Building 5 was Carroll Hall to honor of the families of 

both John Carroll and Charles Carroll, the seminary’s 

major benefactors, before it reverted to the numbers, 

and then became, along with Building 4, a part of New 

Carroll. 

 

Building 6 was the original power plant for the campus 

and, as such, was first thought to have had no name.    

However, it was originally St. Elmo’s Hall, but was not 

named by Charlestown.  At sporadic times, both Building 

6 and the new Assisted Living Building were called the 

Frederick House, but the old farmhouse—“the house on 

the hill”—remains the original Frederick House.   

 

Buildings 7, 8 and 9 were the first built by Charlestown, 

and they were originally named Center Court, West 

Court and East Court when they opened.  However, they 

were shortly changed to Buildings 7, 8 and 9, and then   

renamed Courtyard Crossing, Arborside and Greentree 

Court to highlight the lovely courtyards surrounded by  

those buildings. 

 

None of the other buildings thereafter were ever         

numbered, and all continue with their original names. 

 

While on the subject of names,      

Catonsville was first known in the 

land records of Baltimore County 

as “Hunting Ridge,” a name that 

still applies to a much smaller area 

near the present day Edmondson           

Village Shopping Center.  After 

Hunting Ridge, it was next called 

“Catonville,” spelt without an “s.”  

 

Catonsville was named after      

Richard Caton, the son-in-law of 

Charles Carroll of Carrollton.          
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Our Charlestown Community is  administered through an 

unique series of complex checks and balances, but at the 

core of its social interactions is a spirit of goodwill and 

genuine concern between fellow residents, and between 

residents and staff members of our small town.  

 

Charlestown is governed by both an independent Board 

of Directors and a Residents’ Council that act solely on 

behalf of its residents.  The Board, in turn, contracts 

with Erickson Living to provide a management team for 

the day-to-day functioning of the campus.  The national 

management team at Erickson contracts with most of the 

Erickson communities around the country to pass on the 

great savings and innovations that come through the 

sheer force of size and the use of mass marketing con-

cepts. (See the five appendixes at the end of this history.)      

 

As already mentioned, there is a prevailing attitude of 

helpfulness that is evident throughout our campus—what 

many of our citizens and staff personnel have likened to 

those attitudes of civility and courtesy that they can     

recall through fond memories from their earlier lives.  

 

In both 2008 and 2009 Fortune Magazine named 

Charlestown one of the best 100 places in America to 

work.  That’s very high praise when you consider that 

there are over 5.7 million businesses in the country.  So 

to be in that top 100 not just once but twice speaks to the 

quality of the management and the staff here at 

Charlestown. It’s a two-sided compliment: for the employ-

ees, and for the management team.  For the employees it 

shows that Charlestown is a really great place to work 

because there is an outstanding management team that 

fosters a pleasant work environment and great working 

conditions.  For the management team the high character 

and motivation of the work force reinforces that mana-

gerial guidance and makes everyone’s job a lot easier.  

The end result for all those working here is a more ful-

filling work environment, which makes for a more won-

derful place for the residents to live.  Much of the time 

most of the staff seem to be going well above and beyond 

the requirements of their job duties. 
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All together all of the Charlestown residential         

buildings, along with Main Street, Charlestown Square 

and Cross Creek Station make up the neighborhoods of 

the small town that is Charlestown today—-where             

approximately 2,000 residents live and another 1,100 

staff members spend their working hours. 

 

The Charlestown Community remains a vibrant place to 

live and play.  It supports a wide variety of services for 

the residents on the campus.  The campus has available: 

four restaurants, two cafeterias, small shops, hair-

dressers, a fully-equipped fitness center, swimming pool, 

library and reading rooms, computer lab, TV studio, 

woodworking shop, ping pong and billiards rooms, an art 

studio, music room, pianos, a completely staffed medical 

center, pharmacy, free daily shuttle service to local 

shopping centers, organized and chaperoned local and 

long-distance tour packages, numerous concerts, movies 

and other forms of live entertainment, and over 300 

clubs and associations.        

 

 

 

 

 

Princess Dawn with John 
 

According to Dawn, she and all of the ladies here at 

Charlestown are princesses because they do not have to 

clean the house, do the wash, cook, wash windows, take 

care of the gardening or hold down a full-time job.        

She feels living at Charlestown is a fairytale life fit for 

a princess.  I agree.  
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 Charlestown Activities 

Harmonizers 

Dancing with the Stars 

Annual Gala 
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Charlestown Activities 

Art Shows 

More Art Shows 

International Extravaganzas 
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 Charlestown Activities 

Little Theater Productions 
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Charlestown Activities 

 

 

 

 

 

Fruits 

 

Of 

 

Our 

 

Labor 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Treasure 

 

Sales 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Craft 

 

Shows 
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Charlestown Activities 

9/11 Remembrance Blessing of the Pets 

Student Scholarship Fund Ceremony 
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Charlestown Activities 

Bocce Ball Tournament Softball Playoffs 

Cooking Show Holiday Decoration Contest 

Staff Picnic   Volunteer Party 
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 Charlestown Activities 

Walking Challenge Contestants 

Fashion Show 

Good Friends New Love 
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         Charlestown Activities                                       

Marching in the Catonsville 4th of July Parade 

Ladies of Lighthouses of Prayer 
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s Donating Records to the Archives 

Dr. David Wehr Directing 

Lighthouses of Prayer Hymn Sing 
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Charlestown Activities 

D-Day Vets Luncheon Patio Living 

Tracking Finances Chaperoned Bus Trip  

Memory Walk Bricks 
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New Charlestown Construction 

Exterior and Interior Construction of New Auditorium 

New Fireside Restaurant and Coffee Bar 

New Exercise Room and Equipment—Same Expert Staff 
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Appendix A 

 

 

Board of Directors  

Charlestown Community, Inc. 

 

  

 

Charles  S. Gamble — Chairman 

 

Richard A. Grove — Vice Chairman 

 

Richard M. Barnes 

 

Charles H. Brown, III 

 

Janice Burnett 

 

Robert T. Cawley 

 

Rev. Dr. David S. Cooney 

 

Dr. Lenwood M. Ivey 

 

Naomi J. McAfee 

 

Dr. William R. O’Brien 

 

Laura Ostroff 

 

Bonnie Phipps 

 

Jeanne E. Pollak 

 

Mark Weigman 

 

Stanley W. Elwell— Honorary Director  

 

Sara Janet Shaw — Honorary Resident Director 

 

Karline K. Tierney — Honorary Resident Director 
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                           Appendix B 

 

Residents’ Council 

Charlestown Community 

 

Ralph Strong — President 

 

Pat Kasuda — Vice President 

 

Ethel Darragh — Treasurer  

 

Robert Dunker — Assistant Treasurer 

 

Art Chenoweth — Secretary 

 

Roland Gray — Assistant Secretary & Parliamentarian 

 

Glenn Young — Benevolent Care Chair 

 

Roland Gray — By Laws, Policies & Procedures Chair 

 

Roland Gray — Communications Chair 

 

Jeri Mullinix — Concerns Chair 

 

Don Ludwig — Conservation Chair 

 

Clyde King — Dining Services Chair 

 

Robert Dunker — Finance Chair 

 

Bert Clegern — Grounds Chair 

 

Dottie Kresslein — Health Services Chair 

 

Betty Brown Young — Housekeeping Chair 

 

Phyllis Lansing — Legislative/Political Chair 

 

Jim Mullis — Maintenance and Engineering Chair 

 

Phyllis Lansing — Nominations and Elections Chair 

 

Angie Beltram — Resident Life Chair 

 

Ed Hastry — Safety and Security Chair 

 

Ray Graves — Webmaster 

 

Charles Meuche — Past President 
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Appendix C 

 

 

 

Charlestown Executive Team 

Erickson Living, Inc. 

 

 

 

Clara Parker — Executive Director 

 

Vinson Bankoski — Associate Executive Director 

 

Paulette Tansill — Director of Human Resources 

 

Sheryl M. Parrish, LCSW-C — Director of Resident Life 

 

Myla Carpenter, M.D. — Senior Medical Director 

 

Jim Antonakos — Director of Philanthropy 

 

Matt Rosewag — Continuing Care Administrator 

 

Neal Gantert — Director of Finance 

 

Joe Neault — Director of General Services 

 

Larry Snowberger — Director of Dining Services 

 

Don Grove — Director of Sales 

 

Yvonne Rice — Executive Assistant 
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Appendix D 

 

 

 

Charlestown Executive Directors 

 

    1984—1987 — Thomas Brod 

 

    1987–1991— Robert Rigel 

 

    1991—1992 — Rick Grindrod 

 

    1992—1993 — Dan Rexford 

 

    1993—1996 — Danny O’Brien 

 

    1996—2008 — Mike Conord 

 

    2008—2012 — Garret Falcone 

 

    2012—            — Clara Parker   
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Appendix E 

 

 

 

National Executive Team 

Erickson Living, Inc. 

 

 

 

Jim Davis — Chairman 

 

R. Alan Butler — Chief Executive Officer 

 

Gerald F. Doherty — General Counsel 

 

Debra B. Doyle — Chief Operating Officer 

 

Julie Judge — Senior Vice President, Human resources 

 

Adam Kane — Senior Vice President, Corporate Affairs 

 

Todd A. Matthiesen — Chief Financial Officer 

 

Matthew Narrett, M. D., Chief Medical Officer 

 

Tom Neubauer — Executive Vice President, Sales & Marketing 

 

Rick Slosson — Senior Vice President, Development 

 

John F. Triscoli — Senior Vice President,  

     Enterprise Technology and Programs 
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Many thanks to all the residents and staff who have stopped us in the 

halls or placed notes in our cubby about the history episodes on Our 

Charlestown Neighbors.   

 

Particular thanks go out to those who have been exceptionally              

generous with their time and efforts to guide me to additional sources, 

or to review and critically comment on portions of this work.  They          

include, but are not limited to: Faye Redding, the Chief Archivist and 

Head Librarian at Charlestown, who spent many, many days and nights 

going through old records and documents with me; Garret Falcone,     

former Executive Director, who constantly sought me out to lend me     

additional source materials or tell me about various events he                  

remembered about his earlier days at Charlestown; Mary Evans, our   

Community Resources Manager, who early on provided me with many 

leads and potential sources of guests for the show; Karline Tierney, a 

resident on the Board of Directors who provided me with many long-time 

residents’ written statements and remembrances not in our archives; 

Tom Moore, Mark Mills and Josh Cochran of Channel 972, who used their 

professional skills and technical proficiency to enhance many of the 

earlier photographs in this work; Jeri Mullinix, a long-time resident of 

the Catonsville area who lent me many of her old books on Catonsville;       

Jim Thompson, the Charlestown Photographer, who has thousands of   

pictures he has taken at many of Charlestown’s events over the years; 

Father Leo Larrivee, the Religious Historian at Our Lady of the Angels 

Chapel, who is always willing to share his thoughts and ideas with me 

about his seminary days at St. Charles; John Erickson, the man who start-

ed it all, for his many insightful observations; and last, but not by any 

means least, my wife, Dawn, who with quiet patience and good humor        

encourages me and then watches as I immerse myself in an ongoing series 

of historical projects which never seem to end. 

 

Much like John Erickson has done, our personal goal is to leave           

Charlestown a better place than  we  found it, even though our efforts 

are on a much more modest scale.           JS 
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Prologue to the 2018 Expansion 
 

Much of the detail of the recorded history of our campus 

was reported in the 2013 edition of The History of 

Charlestown.  However,  there was more—much more, but 

not enough time to pursue all the rough research notes 

that I had developed—if the history was to be published in 

time for the 30th anniversary celebration in 2013.  So I 

went with as much of the data that could be thoroughly 

vetted.  The rest of my notes were put away, thinking that 

many could be used in my weekly history presentations on 

Charlestown Television.  Moreover, in the five years 

since the publication of the 2013 history, I kept adding to 

the unused material as interesting tidbits of new infor-

mation—or long forgotten information—popped up.  So 

even though the bulk of Charlestown’s recorded history 

began with the relocation of St. Charles Seminary to 

Cloud Cap Farm in 1911, there was still much that had 

come before and after that had a direct bearing on the   

development of our Charlestown Retirement Community. 

The history that was documented began with the                 

recordation of the thousand-acre tract, “Brown’s                     

Adventure,” in the Land Records of Baltimore County on 

October 10, 1694, some 60 years after the start of the 

Maryland Colony on March 25, 1634 (see page 8).  There-

after, only sketchy details appeared until Charles       

Carroll of Annapolis came onto the scene in 1731(two 

years after the Maryland General Assembly had Balti-

more Town laid out in 60 one-acre lots at his request in 

1729).  Later on came Dr. Nathan Ryno Smith, who in 1859 

purchased the 182 remaining acres of Brown’s Adven-

ture, and established the Wilton Estate adjacent to the 

Cloud Cap Farm (see page 9).  Also shown on that small 

plat on  page  9,  but  not  discussed,  was  the  old  Beverly  
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Estate owned by the Watts family.  Not shown at all was 

the Kenwood Estate, which was not mentioned for lack of 

confirmation at the time, and a whole host of other           

individuals and events that had a direct impact on 

Charlestown’s story.  

We did mention more of the Carroll family history,             

especially the role of Charles Carroll of Carrollton in 

the formation of St. Charles Seminary in 1830 (see pages 

16 to 22), but did not speak of the Gills—cousins John and 

Robert—or of Herbert Rush, who had dealings with them.  

We did speak of the Zaiser family (see page 11), but not    

specifically of Roland and Hilda Zaiser or their son,     

Wilton.  Nor did we mention James and Agnes McHugh and 

their four daughters: Catherine, Mary, Agnes and Jose-

phine.  We did, however, talk about Father J. Alphonse 

Frederick and his young cousin Jean Whittaker (see page 

26), but not Father Lawrence Brown and the portion of 

the St. Charles Seminary history that he saved from 

oblivion that involved Gerard Watts.  Also special in my 

eyes—and I feel sure will be in yours once you read of 

them—are Agnes Reisenweber, Lisette and Walter Kimmel, 

and Lieneke Van Opstal.  Now we have all (or at least the 

great bulk) of Charlestown’s history concentrated in 

this one place. 

John Erickson’s Background 

So let’s begin by covering our biggest omission from the 

2013 edition—and our starting point for the 2018 History 

of Charlestown.  Even though we fully explained how 

John Erickson came to develop our retirement community 

in the original version of The History of Charlestown in 

2013, the most prevalent sentiment expressed since then 

was—and still is—that our residents and staff would have 

liked   to   have   known   more   about   John   Erickson    the  
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person.  Where was he from, and what were his childhood 

and background like?  This then is what Dawn and I have 

learned about the founder of Erickson Living, Inc. over 

the course of the dozen or so meetings we have been      

privileged to have with him. 
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A 1953 Photo of John’s parents, Harold and Ilene Erickson, 

with ten of their children in front of their brand new 

Ford Station Wagon.  John is 4th from the right,  

and there were four more children yet to come. 

This family photo was taken just before all the Erickson 

clan piled in the car and made the 800-mile journey from 

Chattanooga, Tennessee to St. Joseph, Missouri to spend 

a week with John’s mother’s family before turning around 

and coming back home.  Within a few more years, John 

would become one of 14 children: 11 boys and 3 girls.  Ten-

year-old  John   (at  the  time  of  the  picture)  was  born  on  



September 6, 1943.  He remembered that the ’50s were the 

days before air-conditioning and seatbelts in cars, and 

that he and his siblings would claim a particular area in 

the car as their own but then bicker and fight about their 

space being infringed upon by the others—all the way to 

grandmother’s and back again.  He also fondly remem-

bered that those round trips were a conglomeration of 

elbows and toes the entire way.  John’s father, Harold, 

ran a wholesale florist business, while his mother, Ilene,         

already had her hands full with 14 very active little boys 

and girls.  

 John shared with us that one of several 

distinctions within his family was that he 

and his other four oldest brothers all     

became Eagle Scouts, which was a record 

in the 1950s.  He said that the Boy Scouts 

of America fashioned a special pin for his 

mother that had five eagles on it.  He also 

mentioned that they almost had a 6th        

Eagle Scout, but the Scout Troop disbanded before the 

6th of the Erickson boys could advance to the rank.  John 

stated that all of the boys joined Boy Scouts while they 

were growing up, and that all of the girls became Girl 

Scouts.  He said that he and all his siblings were involved 

in scouting because money was relatively tight growing 

up and scouting was one of those activities that did not 

require much of a financial outlay.  John continues to    

actively support scouting because of the positive impact 

it had on him and his siblings growing up. 
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This photograph of John as a Boy Scout has that 

Rockwellian quality about it that reminds one of 

the nostalgic covers that Norman Rockwell        

illustrated for the Saturday Evening Post back 

in the 1920s through the 1940s.  



John also shared that all of his brothers 

and sisters had jobs when they turned 

twelve.  He said, “Our first jobs were a       

series of hand-me-down ones that passed 

through our family.  The downtown area of 

Chattanooga had these trash cans that 

were on every street corner.  They had       

advertisements on all four sides, and we 

got paid twenty-five cents a week to turn the trash cans 

every Friday so that a different advertisement was        

facing the street every week.  You did this for two years—

from twelve to fourteen.  When you were fourteen you 

got to learn the business records in my father’s business, 

and had to keep the books until you were sixteen.  Then 

you could get a driver’s license and drive the flower 

truck for our father, but not only did you have to deliver 

the flower orders during the day, you had to go to the   

airport at night to pick up the wholesale deliveries of 

fresh flowers and bring them back to the business to     

repackage them.  That was the job you had for the last 

two years.  Then you left for college.”  

John credits his mother as       

the driving force behind him 

and all his siblings completing 

college.  He said, “My mother 

told us all that there would be 

no discussion, that all of us 

would graduate.”  He told how 

she had to drop out of college 

during the Depression, and that she always regretted 

having done so.  He said she constantly checked up on all 

of them to make sure that they did their homework, and 

that they were never late with a term paper.  He              

continued, “What  was  really  amazing,  when  the  last of 
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the younger kids went to grade school, mother did go 

back to college, to the University of Tennessee, to finish 

her degree.  She got straight A’s, then obtained a teach-

ing certificate, and I don’t know how she had the energy 

to do this, but for the next sixteen years after that she 

taught in an inner city grade school in Chattanooga.” 
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The Erickson Family in the 1993 Guinness Book of World Records 

(John is to the far right of the middle row) 

John also related to us how one day in 1993 one of his sis-

ters was browsing through the Guinness Book of World 

Records when she discovered that the record for the 

most siblings in one family to graduate college was 

twelve.  He said, “We had all fourteen graduate college, 

even though our mother had to push some of them to 

make it, but we all graduated and nine of the fourteen 

went on to obtain graduate degrees.  We held the world 

record from 1991 to 1996.”  He further stated that every 

penny his father earned in the wholesale florist           

business  was  needed  to  feed  and  clothe  the  family,   so 



that the family did not have the resources for anyone to 

attend college.  As he stated, they all had to hold jobs 

from the time they were twelve, and they all had to find           

additional sources of funding through work-study         

programs, part-time jobs and scholarships to cover       

college tuition. 

John spent the four years of his undergraduate college 

days at St. Bernard Abbey, a Benedictine monastery in 

Cullman, Alabama, with plans of becoming a priest.  He  

then attended Catholic University in the District of       

Columbia over the next three years, where he obtained 

his master’s in Education Administration in 1968, and was 

set to be ordained shortly afterward.  But at  

the last minute he decided to forego taking 

his priestly vows.  He said jokingly, “My       

children always told me it was the only        

decision I ever made right.”  He then put out 

resumes, received several job offers, and 

took a job in the computer field with RCA in 

New Jersey.  He said he had never seen a com-

puter in his life, but the company was looking 

for people they could train as computer    

specialists.  He did so well in his training that the           

company decided to make him an instructor in its training 

program. 

John continued, “A few months later Nancy took my 

course after she graduated from Vanderbilt.  We became 

friendly during her ten-week course, and I tried to get 

her to go out with me but she was engaged.  So after she 

completed the course I didn’t see her for a while.  Then 

probably eight or nine months later I received a letter 

from her saying she had broken off the engagement.  By 

then I had been transferred to San Francisco, but it 

turned out that the  next week I was flying back to  RCA’s  
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headquarters in New Jersey to do some work.  So I 

stopped by to visit her in Boston, and then we began         

dating.  Every couple of weeks I would fly back and forth 

across the country to see her.  In just a few more months 

I wanted to marry her, but she kept putting me off.  Then 

somebody broke into her apartment in Boston and stole 

some stereo equipment.  It made her very uncomfortable.   

And it just so happened that it was on one of the week-

ends that I came to see her.  (She now claims I caused that 

burglar to target her so that she wouldn’t want to live 

alone anymore.)  That weekend I took her to see the movie 

The Love Story with Ali MacGraw and Ryan O’Neal.  After-

wards we went to dinner, and then I proposed once more 

and she finally said yes.  So I had her call her mother 

right then to set the date, and only gave her six weeks   

because I was afraid she’d back out if I gave her anymore 

time.”  

Nancy and John Erickson went on to 

have four children: three boys and a 

girl.  They are Mark, Scott, Craig and 

Andrea.  They also have eight grand-

children up to this point in time. 

So this then is John Erickson as we 

know the man. 

And this was the abandoned St. 

Charles Seminary campus that 

John described on the bottom 

of page 41.  In its April 11, 1977     

issue, The Washington Post 

stated that St. Charles Semi-

nary was slated to close at the 

end of June, 1977 because its 

enrollment   had   dwindled   to 
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 just 106 students.  This then was how the empty campus 

looked when John Erickson came upon it for the first 

time in September of 1981; that is, when he could finally 

find it. 

John had been on a trip from Florida to Washington, D. C. 

to meet with government officials in the Department of 

Agriculture about sponsoring a youth program, and had 

some free time after his meetings.  So he decided to visit 

Catholic University, where he had obtained his master’s 

degree.  While visiting the campus he bumped into an old 

classmate named Father Robert Eno, who, while lament-

ing the decline in Catholic education in the country, used 

the abandoned St. Charles Seminary in Catonsville as an 

example to make his point. 

Their conversation sparked John’s interest.  He can-

celled his return flight to Florida and drove to                 

Catonsville, but couldn’t find St. Charles.  So after 

roaming around Catonsville for a while, he stopped in 

the Dunkin Donuts shop on Frederick Road for more pre-

cise directions to the campus.  Thankfully, he finally 

found the campus, and the rest of the story on how he    

became involved in the Charlestown Retirement             

Community is described on pages 41 and 42. 

In 1982 he went about obtaining the short-term construc-

tion financing he needed to begin renovations to the       

existing buildings, and to assemble and hire a core staff 

of employees to begin marketing the future individual     

retirement units. 

And even though John Erickson has a Catholic back-

ground and education, the following is a direct quote 

about how he felt about Charlestown as he began to     

develop it, and how he still feels about what he created.  

He said, “Let’s do something that’s not so religious that it 
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could be divisive.  Let’s do something that’s so connected 

that everybody wants to buy into it—so that the people 

here would live well beyond a spirit of just looking for 

something for themselves.  They would live in a spirit of 

contribution—of giving and caring.  And I think that’s 

what makes our community living and vibrant—that we 

nurture a spirit of living beyond ourselves.”  With that as 

our founder’s guiding philosophy, Charlestown has long 

subscribed to this mission statement: 

“At Charlestown we share our gifts to create                         

a  community that celebrates life.” 

More on Jim Davis 

Having covered John Erickson’s professional life in the 

2013 edition of the Charlestown history, and his               

personal life here above, the next most frequently asked 

question we hear is “Who is Jim Davis?”  

Where John was the founder of Charlestown and the 

other Erickson retirement communities, Jim was the      

compassionate businessman who stepped in to save both 

Charlestown and Erickson from possible liquidation 

through bankruptcy in 2009.  We spoke briefly about Jim 

and how he came to our rescue on pages 64 and 65, but 

many residents and staff were also interested in know-

ing more about his personal background.  Jim, however, 

deflects attention away from himself and is a somewhat 

reticent individual who is a bit uncomfortable being 

thrust into the limelight. 

That said, here is what we can disclose about Jim without 

violating his privacy.  He is the oldest of three boys born 

in Upper Darby, Pennsylvania, and was raised in nearby         

Malvern, which is about 25 miles from Philadelphia.  He 

attended middle and high school at Malvern Prep, and is 

a  graduate  of  Villanova  University,  which  is also in the  
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greater Philadelphia area.  He is an avid golfer, and 

spent time as a caddy in his youth.  Jim is quiet by nature, 

but is very committed to all the businesses in which he 

holds interests. 

In December of 2009, Jim pur-

chased most of the assets of the 

Erickson Retirement Communities 

out of the pending bankruptcy 

proceedings for $365 million through his personal hold-

ing company, Redwood Capital Investments LLC.  Thanks 

to this move on his part, Erickson Living emerged finan-

cially stronger and was able to continue to provide the 

high standards of service, care and amenities that         

residents of its then 17 retirement living communities had 

come to rely upon.  As a matter of record, Jim sent a       

personal letter to every resident of Charlestown on 

May 1, 2010, which stated in part “with the closing of the 

previously announced sale to Redwood Capital                    

Investments...Erickson Living is free of corporate debt, 

positioned for long-term stability, and impassioned to   

continue our important mission of providing the                  

unsurpassed Erickson experience to the 23,000 residents 

we serve.” 

We can also share the following information that we 

gleaned from public sources.  In 1983 Jim Davis and his 

cousin, Steve Bisciotti, relocated to the Baltimore area 

and founded the aerospace staffing firm known as         

Aerotek  Inc.,  which  was  their  first venture.   Aerotek is    

108 

Here we have a photograph of Jim 

Davis being greeted by a resident 

while on a visit to our campus in 

2010.   Charlestown board member 

Carroll Yingling is in the back-

ground.  



located in Hanover, Maryland, and today is part of the 

Allegis Group that serves more then 8,000 clients world-

wide.  Davis then formed Redwood Capital Investments 

LLC in 2007 as a private equity venture firm, and in 2009 

he acquired Erickson through Redwood Capital.  Jim had 

Redwood Capital get involved with Erickson because he 

liked  its  mission of caring for seniors.  He felt the       

concept was a great one, backed by a great culture and 

great people. 

As we mentioned in the 2013 history, his cousin, Steve     

Bisciotti, turned his attention to ownership of the          

Baltimore Ravens National Football League Team, which 

won the Super Bowl under his tutelage in 2013. 

Jim’s involvement as Chairman 

of Erickson Living allows him 

to set the organization’s stra-

tegic direction, but since the 

beginning of his involvement 

the enterprise has been effec-

tively managed by an executive 

team headed by R. Alan Butler, 

the Chief Executive Officer, 

and Debra B. Doyle, the Chief 

Operating Officer. 
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Jim Davis                                

at                                           

Corporate                   

Headquarters                   

in 2016 

Alan Butler Debra Doyle 



 

 

Erickson Living Corporate Headquarters 

Catonsville, Maryland 

 

The Erickson Living Corporate headquarters building,  

located on the Charlestown campus in Catonsville, 

opened in the fall of 1994.   

Erickson Living, Inc. presently manages 19 senior living 

communities throughout the United States that are home 

to 24,000 retirees.   
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The 19 Erickson Living Retirement Communities across the 

United States are: 

Charlestown in Catonsville, Maryland opened in 1983 

Oak Crest in Parkville, Maryland opened in 1995 

Greenspring in Springfield, Virginia opened in 1998 

Seabrook in Tinton Falls, New Jersey opened in 1998 

Devonshire in Palm Beach Gardens, Florida opened in 1999 

Riderwood in Silver Spring, Maryland opened in 2000 

Brooksby Village in Peabody, Massachusetts opened in 2000 

Cedar Crest in Pompton Plains, New Jersey opened in 2001 

Ann’s Choice in Warminster, Pennsylvania opened in 2003 

Fox Chase in Novi, Michigan opened in 2003 

Linden Ponds in Hingham, Massachusetts opened in 2004 

Eagle’s Trace in Houston, Texas opened in 2005 

Maris Grove in Glen Mills, Pennsylvania opened in 2006 

Wind Crest in Highlands Ranch, Colorado opened in 2007 

Tallgrass Creek in Overland Park, Kansas opened in 2007 

Highland Springs in Dallas, Texas opened in 2008 

Ashby Ponds in Ashburn, Virginia opened in 2008 

Lantern Hill in Providence, New Jersey opened in 2016 

Windsor Run in Matthews, North Carolina opened in 2018  

Braddock Road in Fairfax, Virginia is under development 

Sheppard Lane in Clarksville, Maryland is under study 
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Photographs of Erickson Communities 

Charlestown Oak Crest 

Greenspring Seabrook 

Devonshire 
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Photographs of Erickson Communities 

Riderwood Brooksby Village 

Cedar Crest Ann’s Choice 

Fox Run Linden Ponds 
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Photographs of Erickson Communities 

Eagle’s Trace Maris Grove 

Wind Crest Tallgrass Creek 

Highland Springs Ashby Ponds 
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Photographs of Erickson Communities 

Lantern Hill 
Windsor Run 

Now let’s transition back from Erickson Living to some 

of the early history of Charlestown that we had no 

time to research and verify in time for the 2013 edition 

of the history five years ago. 

 

 

 

The first newspaper published by Charlestown was The 

Harvest, and the first issue of the paper was published 

in the fall of 1982.  It was mailed to potential future 

residents, and was utilized as both an in-house news        

vehicle, and an outside marketing publication.  The last 

issue of The Harvest was published in September, 1987. 
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This is the initial four-page issue of The Sunburst from           

October 10, 1986.  The Sunburst has been continuously 

published by Charlestown since then, and the monthly  

paper now runs to 20 pages chock-full of news for         

residents.  Resident Life Director Sherry Parrish is now 

the Editor-in-Chief.   

The first article of that first issue announced that the 

Stitch and Chat Club would have a show and bazaar the 

following week in the Craft Room and Music Room in 

Building 1 (now Fountain Hill).  Residents interested in 

displaying their crafts were urged to contact Louise 

Kehl or Leineke Van Opstal.  Thirty-five years later      

Leineke still lives independently in her original home in 

Fountain Hill.  (And, as we will discover later on in this 

history, the first show and bazaar in the Craft and Music 

Rooms actually dates back to 1984 (two years earlier 

than this paper) and evolved into Charlestown’s Fruits 

of Our Labor festivals.) 

 



The Charlestown Times was published monthly from       

January, 1996 through March, 2001, when it was                  

announced that the paper was becoming a semi-annual 

publication.  The next issue was published in September, 

2001, then the Times ceased publication.  During its brief 

lifespan the Times was a 12-page paper that let residents 

know about the various activities available to them, and 

the first issue covered just a dozen events going on 

around the campus.  Now the Charlestown Monthly       

Calendar runs to 40 or more pages to keep residents 

abreast of some 700 activities taking place every month 

by the 300+ clubs and organizations on our campus.  
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In addition to the Charlestown newspapers published 

over the years, Erickson Living has been publishing the 

Erickson Tribune for all the Erickson Living communities 

(presently 19) since December of 2002.  This paper is      

usually 10 pages long and publishes stories of general 

interest to seniors.  Even though most of the pages are 

the same across all the Erickson communities, the local 

news on page 6 and the community-specific advertising   

differ for each of the Erickson campuses.     
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First Residents—”The Pioneers” 

There were five significant dates or time periods that     

directly impacted the beginning of the Charlestown       

Retirement Community.  The first occurred in September, 

1981, when John Erickson saw the closed St. Charles 

Seminary grounds for the first time.  The second was 

when he optioned the property, and scrambled to obtain 

temporary financing early in 1982 to begin renovations 

and to hire a staff to presell retirement living units.  The 

third was May 26, 1983, when John converted his             

temporary start-up loans to permanent financing and 

took title to the St. Charles property.  It was the date 

that he dedicated the lintel stone (see front cover) to 

begin conversion of the campus from a seminary to a       

retirement community.  (John related that because he was 

converting an existing property and not starting con-

struction from scratch, he thought it more appropriate, 

in place  of a ground breaking ceremony, to have a special 

dedication ceremony of the lintel stone which is now 

atop the original entranceway to Charlestown over at 

Fountain Hill.)  The fourth important date was in October 

of 1983, when the first wave of residents were initially 

scheduled to move in, but were delayed due to last minute 

renovation glitches and frozen pipes that burst on Main 

Street, causing it to flood.  The last was December 27, 

1983, when the first residents—the first of the “Pioneer 

Residents”—actually began moving into Charlestown.  

John shared that those retirement communities that       

existed in the early 1980s catered mostly to a wealthier 

clientele, but he wanted to serve the larger middle class 

market.  So he said he came up with two ideas to accom-

plish that goal.  The first was to offer a refundable       

deposit on the living units,  which could easily be covered  
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with the equity from one’s home; and the second was to 

structure monthly fees in such a way that one’s monthly 

retirement income could cover the services.  He said, 

“Both those concepts were unheard of at the time.” 

Eileen Roche—First Sales Director 

Eileen Roche was among the small cadre of 

staff members hired in 1982.  As Eileen 

Roseman at the time, she was the first sales 

counselor to be hired by John Erickson.  He 

said to me during one of our meetings, 

“John, you have to speak to this lady.  She’s 

a marketing dynamo.  She was the first 

sales director at Charlestown from 1982 

to 1994, at Oak Crest from 1994 to 1999, 

and at Riderwood from 1999 to 2004.  She then retired.” 

Dawn and I invited Eileen back to Charlestown on            

November 4, 2017, and she brought along several photo 

albums from her early days here.  She shared with us that 

she had been a successful real estate agent prior to   

coming to Charlestown, and that she was the only one 

hired without a personal meeting with John, as he was in 

Florida when she started working.  She said, “I sold the 

first five retirement units in 1982 before I ever met John, 

but we instantly took to each other when he returned.  

He described to me what he wanted to accomplish with 

Charlestown, and like so many others, I completely 

bought into his vision.” 

The photo on the next page is of John Erickson speaking 

to potential residents at a summer picnic in 1982.  John 

gathered the group in front of the temporary sales build-

ing, which was torn down once the sales office was         

relocated to the area where the CVS Pharmacy 

(previously the  Neighbor  Care  Pharmacy)  is now housed  
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on Main Street in Fountain Hill (see page 45).  Eileen, who 

is sitting with her back to the camera at the bottom right 

told how John (standing center) described his vision for 

the future of Charlestown, and how he hoped the             

assembled retirees would enjoy a better retirement by 

coming to spend it at Charlestown. 
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Here is Eileen in her   

office in the temporary 

sales building in 1982, 

selling an independent 

living unit to new resi-

dents using only floor 

plans as Fountain Hill 

(Building 1) had not yet 

been renovated.  Her  

business  card   in   1982 



 

listed her as the “Admissions Coordinator,” but she also 

mentioned that she had a column called “You and Your   

Retirement” in The Harvest, and that John’s brother,       

Michael, sometimes wrote portions of it because she was 

so busy making sales calls and selling apartment homes. 

Eileen also spoke of how      

active Nancy Erickson was in 

those early days.  She said, 

“Nancy was involved in every-

thing. She acted as a greeter, 

a dining room hostess, a wait-

ress, and even folded letters 

and licked envelopes.  She 

worked just as hard as John 

and the rest of the staff.” 

Eileen met her future husband, Jim Roche, while working 

at Charlestown, and the two married in the Lady of Our 

Angels Chapel in 1985.  She concluded her memories by 

saying, “It was the people—the staff and the residents—

that made Charlestown a real success.”  Eileen’s return 

to Charlestown concluded with a visit to the current 

sales staff and a warm reunion with Lieneke Van Opstal 

(see pages 44 and 116.)  

As an interesting aside, buried in my research notes was a 

comment supposedly by Eileen Roche in one of “her” early 

columns in The Harvest, but now I don’t know if she or     

Michael Erickson wrote it.  It reads: “Theresa Stoetzer 

couldn’t move in right away because her apartment, 

which is just a few doors down from the Chapel, was       

being used to celebrate...mass.  According to her, her 

apartment was the only one ’God came to visit.’” 

     

 

122 



This picture of the lintel dedication on May 26, 1983         

appeared on the front page of the Fall 1983 issue of The       

Harvest.  According to the description under the picture 

in The Harvest, left to right are: John Erickson, Founder; 

members of the Catonsville ministries: Dr. Robert Jewett, 

Presbyterian; Rev. Booker, Lutheran; and Fr. Thomas     

Ulshafer, Sulpician; Chuck Castle, General Manager; 

and Richard Uhle, Chairman of the Charlestown Board.  

(John already explained why he had the lintel stone       

dedication rather than a ground breaking ceremony (see 

page  119.)  

Although the first residents would not actually move in 

until December 27, 1983, the first annual Christmas Tree 

Trimming Party was conducted on December 18, 1983,    

followed by the first Christmas dinner later that day. 

There are two unsigned and unattributed items in the 

Charlestown Archives from 1983.  One is a tree trimming 

invitation, and the other a flyer entitled “Holiday Time at 

Charlestown.”  Here is each in its entirety:   
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We showed both these 

items to John Erickson 

when we met with him on 

October 24, 2017, and he 

confirmed their authen-

ticity, and the facts con-

tained in the flyer.  



 

Pioneer Residents Moving In 

Among those first Pioneer Residents finally getting to 

move in to Charlestown were Lieneke and Jaap Van 

Opstal, Muriel Caulfield, Jane Steiger, Ross and Ludwig 

Sebold, Martha Flynn, Dorothy Mulligan, Viola and 

George Leyle, and Johanna Fischl and her little dog,    

Herman (see page 44). 
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Early Residents at Sunday Brunch 

Refectory Dining Room 

1984 

The McHugh Family 

According to The Sunburst for June 17, 2002, Mary 

Doyle also moved into Charlestown with the first 

batch of Pioneer Residents, but she arrived a week     

later, on January 4, 1984 .  Furthermore, she was not 

new to the campus.  She was returning home. 

As The Sunburst article pointed out, Mary’s father,     

Joseph McHugh, was the engineer and maintenance     

manager of the St. Charles Seminary campus for 40 

years—from  1924  to 1964.   The  family,  which  included    



Mary and her three sisters, Catherine, Agnes and              

Josephine, lived in the power plant building, which           

became known as Building 6 in 1984, but has now been     

renamed Patapsco Crossing.  All the sisters attended    

St. Agnes Elementary School on St. Agnes Lane in              

Catonsville, and they all graduated from Seton High 

School in Baltimore City.  

The Sunburst article concluded with “Mary McHugh 

Doyle moved into Charlestown in 1984, and she lived here 

until January of 1999, when she passed at 84.”  Two of 

her three sisters also followed her back home to 

Charlestown.  Back in 2002 (at the time of the article) 

Catherine McHugh Hughes lived in Renaissance   Gardens 

(assisted living), and Josephine McHugh Kasper lived in 

Building 2, which became Maple Terrace.  The remaining 

sister, Agnes McHugh Bahl, never returned to live here. 

(There were no photographs that 

accompanied the short Sunburst  

article, and there were no pictures 

of any of the McHugh family         

members in our archives except for 

a picture of their father, Joseph 

Patrick McHugh, and a picture of 

Josephine Kasper, one of the           

sisters. Josephine’s photo had been           

published in the 2010 Charles-         

tonian pictorial directory. So I 

reached out to various family      

members for pictures and clarifica-

tion to accompany that portion of 

the Charlestown history that        

applied to them.) 

This is the picture of the 

McHugh family patriarch that was in our archives.    

Those lilac bushes directly behind him are relevant to 

the McHugh family portion  of  the   Charlestown   story,  

but   first  we   have   photographs  of  the  three   McHugh     
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Joseph Patrick McHugh 



 

sisters when they lived here in retirement: 
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Mary       

McHugh Doyle 

Catherine 

McHugh Hughes 

Josephine 

McHugh Kasper 

I was fortunate enough to first sit down with Josephine 

McHugh Kasper on October 11, 2017 to interview her 

about her family and her life here at St. Charles            

Seminary and the Charlestown Retirement Community.  

What follows are her recollections: “Mary lived in Build-

ing 1 (Fountain Hill) from 1984 to 1999, when she passed.  

She was 84.  Catherine lived in Building 3 (Edgewood) 

from 1989 to 2002.  She then moved to Renaissance       

Gardens, and she passed at 91 in 2005.  I moved into Build-

ing 2 (Maple Terrace) in 2001, when I was 82.  I then moved 

over to the old assisted living building early in 2016, and 

in November of 2016 to the new Caton Woods building.  I’m 

now 98.”  

Josephine Kasper continued, “My parents were Agnes and 

Joseph McHugh, and they had us four girls.  Catherine, 

the oldest, was born in 1914; Mary in 1915; Agnes in 1918; 

and I came along in 1919.  Prior to coming to St. Charles 

College we lived on Fenwick Avenue near Clifton Park in 

Baltimore City.     



 

Here are the four McHugh   sisters 

with their mother.  From left to 

right they are: Mary, Agnes, Cathe-

rine and Josephine, on the sidewalk 

of their home on Fenwick Avenue in 

Baltimore City.  (The boy on the 

porch has not been identified, but 

according to Joseph Kasper 

(Josephine’s son) he could have 

been the son of a boarder who 

once lived with the family.)   

 

The McHugh family listing in 

the 1923 Baltimore City Direc-

tory is: “McHugh, Joseph P. 

(Agnes) eng h2759 Fenwick 

av.”     
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The McHugh sisters 

in 1924, the year 

they moved to St. 

Charles College. 

They are (left to 

right:  Josephine 5, 

Agnes 6, Mary 9 and 

Catherine 10.    

Josephine fondly remembered: “We all played together, 

but because Catherine and Mary were older than Agnes 

and me, we would visit neighboring girls near our age up 

on Maiden Choice Lane on occasion.  My father was the 

Chief  Engineer  for  St.  Charles  College,  and  everyone 

called  him  ‘The  Chief.’    I’m   not  sure  anymore   how  my  



father found out about the job opening here, but before 

coming to the college he was in the Merchant Marine and 

may have worked with boilers similar to the ones here. 

“My cousin, Carroll, came to visit us many times when he 

was a small boy.  He was close in age to my two oldest     

sisters, and later became a Sulpician priest here.”  (The 

Sulpicians were the order of priests who founded St. 

Mary’s Seminary in Baltimore City in 1791, and St. Charles 

Seminary in Ellicott City in 1830 (see pages 14 , 15 and 22). 

Jo Kasper, as she is now known, continued: “My family 

lived in the right half of the third floor of the power 

plant (see picture of Building 6 on page 28), and my father 

planted lilac bushes around our side of the building so 

that he could isolate our home from the passing seminary 

students to give us more privacy.  The bushes grew to be 

about ten feet high and became so thick you could not see 

through them.  I always wanted to write a book about our 

life growing up here at St. Charles, and call it ‘Behind 

the Lilac Bushes.’” 

Jo explained, “On our side of 

the third floor there used to 

be a step-out porch, where our 

family would also gather.  The other half of the third 

floor was the sewing room for the nuns who took care of 

the seminarians and the students.  The entire second 

floor of the building was the nuns’ laundry   room, and  it    
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This photo from the 1930s shows 

sisters Agnes and Josephine with 

their cousin, Paul, standing at the 

side of Building 6.   The picture is of 

particular interest to us because it 

also shows the step-out porch 

where the pedestrian bridge now 

enters Building 6 from the Refecto-

ry Dining Room.    



contained two very large  barrel washers made of wood 

and metal with a trap door in the middle of each barrel.  

They also had an even larger machine up there that was 

nicknamed “The Mangle.”  The nuns could run the bed 

sheets through it to iron them in one pass-through. 

“The nuns who worked in our building did not live there, 

but across the street in what used to be called Building 

5.  The combined first floor and basement of Building 6 

made up the power plant.  My sisters and I would watch 

from our back windows as the coal trains pulled up to 

the back of the building and tilted their gondolas while 

workmen shoveled their loads of coal into the basement 

window.  The furnaces in the basement were kept burning 

night and day. 

“All of the Sulpician seminarians and seminary students 

on the campus attended mass daily in the Chapel, but 

there was also another smaller chapel under the main 

chapel (where the Pastoral Care Office is now located).  

It was called the ‘Working Men’s Chapel,’ and was where 

the grounds workers, my family and many of the neighbor-

ing families attended private church services. 

“We loved the summers here because all the students 

were gone, and we had the whole campus to ourselves,   

except for some of the faculty, the nuns and the work-

men.  We could play tennis on the courts and roller 

skate on the sidewalks surrounding the Chapel, but 

when school started again we had to hide back ’Behind 

the Lilac Bushes.’  Sometimes when I was walking I would 

see Father Frederick (see page 26).  We would stop and 

chat.  If I remember correctly he was really old at the 

time, and lived with his spinster sister in what came to be 

known as ’The Frederick House’ (see page 12).  We would 

also see old Mr. Zaiser from across the road as he made 

his rounds with a horse and wagon delivering milk” (see 

page 11 again).  
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”I told you that Catherine and Mary were born a year 

apart.  They also married a year apart; Catherine in 1932 

and Mary in 1933.  Again, because of our age differences I 

didn’t marry until 1941, and Agnes didn’t marry until 

1942.  We all left St. Charles when we married, but three 

of us came back home.  When we were small we were all a 

little put off about not growing up in a normal house like 

all our friends and classmates, but as we grew older we 

became so thankful that we had such wonderful parents 

and such a nice place to grow up.  Look around, isn’t this 

a beautiful apartment?  It’s only steps away from where 

we lived all the way back in 1924.” 

Three weeks after my first        

interview with Josephine 

Kasper, I sat down with her  and 

her son, Joseph.  He supplied 

this photograph of the old semi-

nary gymnasium.  This was the 

building that resident Betty     

Nicholson spoke about (on page 

46) that was cordoned off into 

rectangular spaces by painted 

lines on the floor for                

temporary residential storage before the building was demolished. 

After my meetings with Josephine McHugh Kasper and her 

son, Joseph, I combed the Charlestown Archives looking 

for additional pictures of the family.  When I could find 

no others, I contacted Alison Foley, an Associate              

Archivist at the Associated Archives at St. Mary’s         

Seminary & University on Roland Avenue in northern    

Baltimore City.  Alison had no other family photographs       

except for one of Father Joseph Carroll McHugh (Cousin 

Carroll who was mentioned by Josephine on page 129).   

Here is the photograph Alison Foley supplied from the 

Sulpician portion of the Associated Archives, and what 

she was able to confirm about him:    
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Joseph Carroll McHugh was born in 

Baltimore in 1913, and went by Carroll.  

He would go to visit his aunt and uncle 

at St. Charles College as a child.  After 

finishing 6th grade, Carroll attended 

high school at St. Charles Seminary in 

Catonsville for 6 years, which was also 

called St. Charles College although it 

was a high school.  He graduated St. 

Charles in June, 1933, completed his 

college and theological studies at St. 

Mary’s Seminary in Baltimore, and was 

ordained a priest on May 14, 1940.  After graduate school 

at Georgetown University, he became a Sulpician in 1943, 

and joined the faculty at St. Charles Seminary, where he 

taught economics from 1943 to 1944 according to the 

dates on the scroll of the Sulpicians who taught at St. 

Charles College.  (This scroll is in the interior entrance-

way to Pastoral Care.)  However, his obituary, which was 

written by a fellow Sulpician, states that he taught here 

from 1943 to 1948.  Either way, he was then  reassigned to 

St. Mary’s Seminary in downtown Baltimore, where he 

taught until 1967.  He next became the Provincial Treas-

urer of the Society of St. Sulpice in the United States, 

then retired to St. Charles Villa in 1975, which coinci-

dentally is adjacent to Charlestown—on the other side 

of the interior walkway between Patapsco Crossing 

(Building 6) and Caton Woods.  Carroll passed away in 

1988. 

With the help of Jo’s son, Joseph Kasper, we tried one 

last time to find out how her father obtained the job as 

Chief Engineer at St. Charles College, and his nickname 

“The Chief” (see page  128).  Joe also  remembered family 

members saying that “he served in the Merchant Marine,” 

and that he was always told that  “Chief”  was  short  for    

132 



“Chief Engineer.”  He also mentioned in passing that         

Joseph McHugh’s mother’s maiden name was Dougherty, 

and that before working at St. Charles College, “he 

could have gotten his seafaring start working on tugs 

for his mother’s family who operated a tugboat company 

out of Baltimore.” 

I then went looking for a connection there, and here I am 

paraphrasing the information in Volume 2 of the Genea-

logical and Memorial Encyclopedia of the State of Mary-

land 1919:  Thomas McCosker of Baltimore City, an expert 

workman and master mechanic, built 17 of the 22 tug-

boats working the Baltimore harbor from his shipyard at 

the foot of Chesapeake Street.  Patrick Dougherty, the 

President of the P. Dougherty Company had only Mr. 

McCosker build his tugboats.  “He built them sound and 

straight,” Dougherty said.  At the time the P. Dougherty 

Company was located at 413 Warren Avenue near the   

Baltimore harbor, just off the side of Federal Hill in the 

city. 
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Tugboats lined up in Baltimore Harbor in the early 

20th Century 



I next discovered on page 229 in Volume 46 of The              

Marine Review for 1916 that “Patrick Dougherty,          

president of the P. Dougherty Co., tugboat and barge 

owners, died April 10, 1916 after a short illness.  Mr. 

Dougherty was born in County Mayo, Ireland, and came to 

this country at the age of 17.  He became interested in 

shipping at Baltimore, and in 1882, together with Thomas 

McHugh, formed the P. Dougherty Co.” 

According to the June 11, 1913 issue of The Argus (a        

Catonsville newspaper which was published from 1881 to 

1940) “Patrick Dougherty, a successful Baltimore           

tugboat owner, made a gift of $40,000 to St. Charles    

College to help in the construction of a handsome      

chapel at the new Catonsville campus….” 

Then I found another obscure book by Greg H. Williams 

entitled The United States Merchant Marine in World 

War I: Ships, Crews, Shipbuilders and Operators from 

1918, and there was the following entry that read: “P. 

Dougherty Co., 15th Floor, Maryland Casualty Building, 

Baltimore.  Thomas McHugh, president and treasurer, 

Francis P. Dougherty, secretary.  The company ran 31 

tugs and barges before the war.  In mid-1918 they owned 

17 schooner barges.” 

From a combination of other sources we learned that 

Patrick Dougherty and Thomas McHugh were equal     

partners in the tugboat business of P. Dougherty Co., and 

that each owned “exactly 50% of the stock when they      

incorporated the business in 1889.”  We also learnt that 

Dougherty was married to one of McHugh’s sisters, and 

that the firm was “at the peak of its success at the         

conclusion of World War I,” but that by 1932 “the             

recession” (which in reality was the Great Depression) 

caused it to operate at a loss until 1936, when Thomas 

died and the business had to be liquidated.   
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The preface to the Genealogical and Memorial Encyclo-

pedia for 1919 stated: “The history of a State is best told 

in a record of the lives of its people.”  The same is true of 

that of a retirement community.  The McHugh family story 

provided colorful glimpses into the history of St. 

Charles and Charlestown—of the way they were in what 

some fondly remember as “the good old days.” 

Statue of Children Playing in a Tree 
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This bronze statue of “Children Playing in a Tree” sat in 

its original location, under the spiral staircase just        

inside the old main entrance to Charlestown at Fountain 

Hill until November of 2016, when it was moved to its     

present location outside the front of the new Caton 

Woods Assisted Living Building.  It was one of several 

statues erected on the campus by the Celebration Plan-

ning Committee with  the approach of Charlestown’s 25th 

anniversary in 2008. 



 

Fruits of Our Labor 

Although our Charlestown Archives documents the first 

official Fruits of Our Labor festival as having been held 

in the Music Room on Main Street in May of 1988, Pioneer 

Resident Lieneke Van Opstal, whom we earlier reported 

moved into Charlestown with the first wave of residents 

in December, 1983, stated in an April, 2012 interview that 

“early on in 1984 John Erickson encouraged the early 

residents to come together every few months to connect 

and interact with one another, and to share their           

talents, interests and activities to develop and promote a 

better sense of community and harmonious living.  Those 

early unnamed gatherings were held in the Craft and  

Music Rooms (see page 116), and evolved into the Fruits of 

Our Labor festivals as we know them today. 

Lieneke, who moved in at 62 and is now 97, kept a scrap-

book of her early experiences here.  She still has it, and 

supplied the following four photographs from it.  (Later 

on in my research I discovered that these same pictures 

were printed in two issues of The Harvest from the late 

’80s which are in the Charlestown Archives.) 
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Lieneke Van Opstal 

1984 

Muriel Caulfield and Rosa Sebald 

1985 
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The “Fruits of Our Labor” name for the gatherings was 

coined by Barbara Stam, the then Community Resources 

Director and Volunteer Manager, back in 1988 when the 

first formal full-scale festival was held.  In 2017             

according to Mary Evans, the current Community              

Resources Manager, “all of Charlestown’s clubs and     

organizations, which currently fluctuate between 295 

and 315 groups, have different purposes, structures and 

sizes, and they cater to different interests.  They  are 

composed of diverse cross-sections of Charlestown     

residents.  However, they all accomplish the same     

broader purpose.  They all create meaningful social    

networks among the residents in the following ways: 

Audrey Hane 

1986 

Lieneke Van Opstal 

1987 

By participating in groups and clubs, individual 

group members experience the rewards of 

sharing their talents, learning from their 

peers, and giving service to others. 

Groups and clubs cultivate a culture of kind-

ness, trust and generosity by building bridges 

and promoting harmony among the residents. 

 



 
This culture spills over beyond the boundaries 

of any one group or club and contributes to a 

general sense of harmony, neighborliness and 

friendship in the community at large. 

The cumulative effect of these 300 groups and 

clubs helps to create community bonds among 

all Charlestown residents. 

These community bonds, in turn, support the 

groups’ and clubs’ continuing activities by gen-

erating further participation in community life.”  
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So the annual Fruits of Our Labor 

festivals were held in the Craft 

and Music Rooms from 1984 

through 1990.  They then moved to 

the old (but then new) Aerobics 

Room in Charlestown Square in 

1991 and 1992, where they fea-

tured the works of the still small 

but growing number of groups, 

clubs and organizations available 

to the residents at Charlestown.  In 

1993 the annual exhibition moved to 

the Conference Center, where it   

remained for the next 21 years.  

According to the Charlestown 

Times there were 50 clubs on campus by the end of 1996.  

By 2002 the annual Fruits of Our Labor festival was 

showcasing the efforts “of over 95 groups on campus.”  

Then the annual fair was rescheduled in 2003 from the 

third week in May to mid-September so as not to interfere 

with the annual celebration of the Charlestown anniver-

sary.  By 2008, the products, services and opportunities 

of 200 groups and clubs were on display, along with        

information on how to become involved in any of them. 

An early Fruits of Our 

Labor sign  

announcing the           

Festival at the old  

Aerobics Room in 

Charlestown Square 



The annual Fruits of Our Labor festivals moved for the 

last time in 2014, when they relocated to the lobby of 

Cross Creek Station so that more residents strolling 

through the halls of our community would be aware of 

them and the opportunities they present to those living 

at Charlestown. 

Here’s a broad sampling of many of the Fruits of Our      

Labor displays over the years: 
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1995 1996 

1998 2001 

2002 2002 



 

Fruits of Our Labor 
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2003 2004 

2005 2006 

2007 2008 



 

Fruits of Our Labor 
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2009 2009 

2010 2010 

 

2010 Community Resources team 

2010 Community Resources 

Team (Left to Right): 

 Jennifer Tillet 

 Rose Sands 

 Mary Evans, Mgr. 

 Samantha Solomon 

 Martin Buker 

 Bernie Smiley  



 

Fruits of Our Labor 
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2011 2012 

2013 2014 

2014 Community Resources Team 

2014 Community Resources 

Team (Left to Right): 

 Rose Sands 

 Mary Evans, Mgr. 

 Jennifer Tillet 

 Martin Buker 

 Bernie Smiley 



Fruits of Our Labor 
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2015 

2015 

2016 2016 

2017 

2015 

2017 



Fruits of Our Labor 
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Entertainment at 2017 

 Fruits of Our Labor Festival 

Kathleen Hart and Dawn Strumsky 

Otherwise known as  

Carmen Miranda and her Sidekick 

 

 

2017 Community Resources 

Team (standing left to right): 

Jennifer Tillet, erin Morris 

and Rose Sands.  (sitting left 

to right): Kathleen Hart and 

Mary Evans, Manager. 



Creation of the Ruth Houck Library 

According to Charlestown resident Jean Whittaker 

(whom we profiled on page 26) the Charlestown Library 

started out under the tutelage of Ruth Houck in 1984.  

Ruth and her husband, Walter, were two 

of the Pioneer Residents who moved into 

Maple Terrace (Building 2) in February 

of 1984.  Ruth, who had been a teacher in 

the Baltimore County School System for 

many years, felt strongly that her new 

retirement home should have a library, 

so she held several meetings with other 

pioneer residents who were interested 

in having a library.  Then she enlisted the 

cooperation of John Erickson.  He agreed to provide the 

Main Street location that still houses the library, plus 

the funds for shelving, books and other supplies.  Ruth 

went about stocking the library through new purchases, 

soliciting donations of books from other residents, and 

obtaining gifts of used books from the Baltimore County 

Public Library.  She proved a tireless worker, and could 

be found in the new library every day moving cartons of 

books, cataloging, typing labels, erecting shelves and  

rearranging them to obtain the best use of the library 

space.  She continued to head the library staff, and to 

tirelessly work long hours until her unexpected death in 

January of 1987, following a minor surgical procedure.  

Jean Whittaker stated that Ruth’s many Charlestown 

friends and neighbors remembered her with great affec-

tion.  A memo from Executive Director Tom Brod dated 

May 30, 1985 (just 15 months after Ruth moved in to 

Charlestown) stated that thanks to  her  efforts  the     

library contained  over  3,000  books.   The Ruth Houck    

Library now contains 10,000 books, and is administered by 

a staff of 50 volunteers. 
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Ruth Houck 



 

Head Librarians of the Ruth Houck Library 

Ruth Houck from 1984 to 1987 

Jean Whittaker from 1987 to 1991 

Maggie Ward from 1991 to 1992 

Maggie Ward and Faith Logan from 1992 to 1994 

Faith Logan from 1994 to 1995 

Hallie Hielmervik from 1995 to 1998 

Genevieve Schiller from 1998 to 1999 

Jack Hawkins from 1999 to 2004 

Inez Buis from 2004 to 2006 

Faye Redding from 2006 to the present 

 

Creation of the Charlestown Archives 

Unlike the Ruth Houck Library on Main 

Street, which evolved into being early in 

1984, but does not have an exact starting 

date, the Charlestown Archives was found-

ed by Virginia Moore on July 8, 1997 on the 

Terrace Level of Herbert’s Run.  The organ-

izational committee consisted of ten          

resident members and Mary Evans from the 

Charlestown staff.  The Chief Archivist was 

originally known as the “Coordinator of the 

Archives Committee,” and the role was filled by Virginia 

Moore until her illness in March, 1998.  Mary Alt then  

took over the leadership of the committee, and remained 

in that position even though Virginia Moore returned to 

continue an active role on the committee in June, 1998.  

Virginia would remain on the Archives Committee until   

October of 2002. 
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Jack Hawkins 

Virginia 

Moore 



In September, 2006  the  Archives  moved  from  the          

Terrace Level of Herbert’s Run to the Ground Level of 

Greentree Court (Building 9).  Then in April, 2011 it was 

relocated to the 4th floor of Maple Terrace (Building 2), 

and remained there until May, 2017, when it settled into 

its present location on Main Street in Fountain Hill 

(Building 1), directly across from the pharmacy.  

Chief Archivists of the Charlestown Archives 

Virginia Moore from 1997 to 1998 

Mary Alt from 1998 to 2002 

Florence Dart and Peggy Huber from 2002 to 2004 

Elaine Calhoun from 2004 to 2006 

Jeanne Sumpter from 2006 to 2010 

Faye Redding from 2010 to 2017 

Janel Douglass from 2017 to the present 

 

Faye Redding joined the library staff in 

the summer of 2003, and began working 

in the archives in the winter of 2005.  

She has been the Head Librarian since 

2006, and had been the Chief Archivist 

from 2010 to 2017. 

 

The Catonsville 4th of July Parade 

The Catonsville 4th of July Parade began in 1947, but      

because the first Charlestown residents did not move in 

until the winter of 1983, the first 4th of July Parade that 

Charlestown could have participated in as a group was in 

1984.  However, our archives contains no material           

regarding any Charlestown participation  prior  to  1989, 
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although there may well have been a few living here who 

may have taken part on an individual basis in the parades 

between 1984 and 1988. 
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Here is the earliest photo in 

our archives of residents 

preparing to leave the       

campus for the annual 4th 

of July Parade in 1989.  The 

only two residents identified 

in the picture are Larry      

Dietrich in the red vest to 

the left of the flag holder, 

and Mary Becker dressed as 

the  Statue of Liberty on the 

right.  

 

Resident 

Ray Haslup 

2000 

Resident Dr. Loy Zimmerman 

2002 
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Parade Group Leaving Cross Creek Station—2002  

Ladies of Charlestown—2002 
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Jim Thompson—2002 Betty Miller as Dixie the Clown—2003 

Parade Group—2003 



 

We could find no documentation that the residents of 

Charlestown participated in the Catonsville 4th of July 

parades between 2004 and 2009.  Don Grove, the 

Charlestown Sales Director, provided this photograph 

of the Charlestown Trolley in the 2010 parade.  Don said 

he came to work at Charlestown in December of 2007, 

and that there were no Charlestown floats in the           

parades for 2008 or 2009.  He confirmed that he revived 

Charlestown’s use of a trolley in the Catonsville            

parades beginning in 2010. 

Among the residents who took part in the 2010 parade 

were Mary Lou and Ed Hastry, Marta and Don Gahs, and 

Mary Ann and Ross Ressler. 
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For seven years in a row beginning in 2011 John Strumsky 

and Tony Ellis carried the banner to lead the 

Charlestown contingent in the Catonsville 4th of July 

Parade.  And speaking of Tony, the more I roam the campus 

in search of information pertaining to Charlestown’s 

people and events, the more I’ve discovered just how 

selflessly Tony immerses himself into so many activities 

here.  He and his wife, Betty, moved into Charlestown in            

January of 2011, and right from the get-go he has quietly 

gone about helping wherever he is needed—most often   

behind the scenes.  He has been involved with the Field of 

Honor from its start in 2013.  Then, along with Bert       

Clegern, he co-chairs the Nature Trail Committee, and he 

is constantly seen all over the campus pushing hand-

trucks of furniture and bulky items to and from the 

Treasure Sales.  He also volunteers to do anything that 

fosters the betterment of our retirement community, and 

is truly one of Charlestown’s finest unsung heroes.  
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Charlestown Contingent 

 

Catonsville 4th of July Parades 

 

2012 and 2015 

153 



 

First Charlestown Day Trip 
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Lisa Peacock in front of the Charlestown Van 

This photo with an unattributed notation on the reverse 

side was discovered in our archives on October 12, 2015, 

and was mixed in with a pile of unidentified photographs.  

The notation on the back reads: “Original picture taken 

August 28, 1985.  Residents leaving for day trip to 

Strausburg, PA for dinner theatre with Charlestown’s 

first van.  Driver driving this first and only van was Lisa 

Peacock.  She was hired in 1983 to drive.”  (See page 47.)   

The Longest Bridge in the World 

Charlestown’s first interior pedestrian bridge—”The 

Longest Bridge in the World”—was constructed in 1985 

between the Refectory Dining Room and Building 6 (now 

Patapsco Crossing), and it entered Building 6 where the 

McHugh family had their step-out porch (see page 129). 

Executive Director Tom Brod sent out a notice to all     

residents  on  September  30,  1985   explaining   that   “The 



 

Longest Bridge in the World has been delayed significant-

ly…, but that it would be enclosed and heated, and would 

allow residents and staff to walk freely between      

Building 6 and the rest of the complex.”  He added, “It 

will connect into the [Refectory] dining room through 

the window on the East Wall.” 

Another “All Residents” notice was sent by Tom Brod on 

October 10, 1985 explaining that a large construction 

crane would be lifting the 125,000-pound forms for the 

first section of “The Longest Bridge in the World”            

tomorrow morning, and that “the dirt access road 

around the front of Building 3 will be open as an alter-

native route” for residents to leave and enter the         

campus.  

 

Construction of The Longest Bridge in the World 

Photographs by Jaap Van Opstal in 1985 
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1985 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

1985 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

1985 
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1985 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

2017 
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Photo taken on October 12, 2017 of “The Longest Bridge in the 

World” (straight ahead) compared to the new bridge between 

Patapsco Crossing and Caton Woods (right). 



After I took the photo of the two bridges on October 12, 

2017 I made an appointment with Michael Fischer, the               

Director of General Services, to meet me with a measur-

ing wheel to precisely measure both bridges to see which 

was actually longer, as it appeared that the new bridge 

could now be “The Longest Bridge in the World.”  We met 

on November 9th, and discovered that “The Longest 

Bridge in the World” is 186 feet long, while the new 

bridge between Patapsco Crossing and Caton Woods is 

238 feet long.  
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Mike Fischer, Director 

of General Services, 

measuring the interior 

of “The Longest Bridge 

in the World on Novem-

ber 9, 2017. 

When I mentioned to Mary Evans a few days later that  

Mike and I had measured the two bridges, she pointed out 

that the measurements for the longest, shortest,         

highest and lowest Charlestown bridges appeared in The 

Charlestonian for 2005—the residents’ pictorial                

directory that comes out every five years.  Here is the       

extracted data from The Charlestonian:  

Longest Bridge — St. Charles to Herbert’s Run — 320 feet 

Shortest Bridge — Cross Creek to  Herbert’s Run— 51 feet 

Highest Bridge — St. Charles to Herbert’s Run — 35 feet  

Lowest Bridges — Refectory to Building 6 — 14 feet        

Lowest   Bridges   —  Chapel Court to Building 8 —   14  feet 



(A few minor notes on the bridge locations on the previous page 

are in order.  The 2005 Charlestonian  came out 13 years ago.  At 

that time referring to the old buildings by numbers was still quite 

prevalent, especially among the longer-tenured residents.  The 

“Refectory Bridge” is also That “Longest Bridge in the World,” and 

goes from the Refectory Dining Room to Building 6, which was       

recently renamed “Patapsco Crossing.”  The Refectory Bridge is 

listed as the “Bridge from Building 4” in The Charlestonian.       

Buildings 4 and 5 together are now known as “New Carroll,” and 

Building 8 is now named “Arborside.”)   

At 186 feet “The Longest Bridge in the World” remained 

so from 1985 until 1992 when the 320-foot span from St. 

Charles to Herbert’s Run opened.  However, “The Long-

est Bridge in the World” remains our first and oldest 

bridge, while the bridge from Patapsco Crossing to Caton 

Woods became our newest bridge when it opened in 2016.  

When Mike Fischer and I met to measure the length of the 

Charlestown bridges, neither of us thought to bring 

along a rappelling rope and grappling hook to measure 

their heights.  We later discussed it, and as neither of us 

was inclined to climb up the outside of the bridges             

anyway, we decided we felt fine with accepting the         

published numbers for the highest and lowest bridges 

without personal verification.  Nevertheless, he and I   

enjoyed our bridge-measuring adventure.  It took me away 

from my constant research, and him away from the        

constant ringing of his telephone. 

 Little Theatre Company 

According to the Little Theatre Company records in our 

archives, resident Muriel Caulfield started the thespian 

group that would evolve into the LTC in 1986.  She came 

to Charlestown early in 1984 because her husband,    

Clarence, began having memory problems.  He had worked 

for the Baltimore Sunpapers for 26 years, and was the 

Assistant  City  Editor  when  he  retired.  He  died  in  1986,       
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but Muriel said, “The care he received convinced me to 

stay after he passed away.”  She had spent her career as a 

third-grade elementary school teacher in Baltimore City, 

and she also maintained a lively interest in the arts. 

Once at Charlestown Muriel quickly   

immersed herself in a wide variety of 

activities.  In addition to the theatre 

group, where she directed and some-

times acted, she played an active role 

in making crafts for the unnamed 

“show and tell” gatherings that 

evolved into the Fruits of Our Labor 

festivals, and helped fellow residents  

write poetry.  She also took delight in 

helping many of the students on the 

dining staff before or after work with 

remedial reading classes.     
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Muriel Caulfield 

As you can see from this early admission ticket, the resi-

dents’ acting company had not yet named itself by 1989.  

That was because—under the leadership of Muriel—they 

were too busy writing, producing, rehearsing and acting 

in a series of short skits.  Among the early playwrights 

were Hank Thompson, Marion Tongier and Ron Clark.  

Most of those early shows consisted of a series of 5 or 6 

skits that ran 10 to 12 minutes each, and were tied            

together by a title that served as a particular show’s 

theme. 



For the first show in 1986 Muriel had John Erickson 

agree to let her group use the shuffleboard room, but 

that space quickly proved inadequate.  However, an              

archived flyer for the next show (also in 1986) baffled 

me when I first read it.  It stated: “The residents group” 

would put on “a little theatre performance” in the 

“Charlestown Auditorium.”  But how could that be when 

the auditorium area was not originally renovated until 

1989?  The mystery was finally solved when I later           

discovered that the “Charlestown Auditorium” being     

referenced was not the permanent auditorium in Edge-

wood (Building 3), but a large wooden portable stage 

that was assembled in the Refectory Dining Room for the 

residents’ performances, and taken back down immedi-

ately afterwards.  John Erickson had some of the          

carpenters in General Services build a portable stage   

after Muriel “persistently and successfully lobbied” for 

it.  He also had them make a curtain for her to enclose 

the stage, and had them add lights and sound for the    

performances.   
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Here we have a 1994 photo-

graph of Muriel Caulfield, 

John Erickson and Gene-

vieve Libertinie after one of 

The Little Theatre Company 

performances. 

Some of the shows put on by The Little Theatre Company 

were: 

 Life at Charlestown by Various Authors between 

 September of 1989 and September of1996. 



 Charlestown Goes to Hawaii in 4/1993 and 11/2007 

 Charlestown Goes South of the Border in 4/1994 

 Fashion Fantasia in 6/1998 

 Beware Where You Park in 9/1999 

 Annual Charlie Show by Various Authors in 2/2002 

 Remember When by Various Authors in 6/2004 

 Not Really (A Charlestown Romance) by  

  Hank Thompson in 12/2004 

 Under the Yum Yum Tree in 9/2006 

 Cheating Cheaters by John Patrick in 9/2008 

 A Bench in the Sun by Ron Clark in 4/2009 

 A Bad Year for Tomatoes in 3/2010 

 Opal’s Million Dollar Duck by John Patrick in 4/2011 

 Love Letters by A. R. Gurney in 10/2016 

 Martha’s Party by Marion Tongier in 3/2017 
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The Little Theatre troupe in Charlestown Goes 

to Hawaii in April, 1993. 



Little Theatre Company 
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Ed Collins and Naomi Lyons in Fashion Fantasia 

1998 

Jim Greeley and Inez Buis as George Burns and 

Gracie Allen in The Annual Charlie Club 

Show—2002 
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Gene Langbehn and Charlotte Clem 

singing “Sunrise, Sunset” in The Annual 

Charlie Club Show in 2002. 

Charlotte was soon to become Mrs. 

Gene Langbehn. 

The troupe of the Little Theatre Company usually          

consists of between 30 to 50 members, including the   

writers, actors, stagehands, costume designers and so 

forth.  In addition to singing in performances, Charlotte 

Langbehn also serves as the company’s pianist. 

In honor of Muriel’s efforts, the Auditorium in Edgewood 

was officially renamed “The Muriel Caulfield                      

Auditorium” in 1989, and Muriel was inducted into The 

Maryland Senior Citizens Hall of Fame in 1995.  She 

passed away at 99 in July of 2003.  

Charlestown Treasure Sale 

In essence, the quarterly Treasure Sale at Charlestown 

is a gigantic community fair that attracts hundreds of 

bargain hunters from throughout the area to our        

campus over the course of each three-day event. 

 According to a brief history by resident Lucy Warren in 

1995, the concept of the Charlestown Treasure Sale     

began taking shape when, then Executive Director,        

Robert Rigel contacted her and fellow resident G. T. 

Kline in December of 1986 to ask them to serve as            

volunteer co-chairs of  the  Treasure  Sale  Committee.     



They accepted, and the first Treasure Sale took place on 

the walkway from the Terrace Room up to the Chapel on 

Saturday, September 26, 1987.  For that first sale, the 

Treasure Sale Committee accepted resident donations of 

“furniture, pictures, collectibles, paintings, clothes,    

linens, plants and glassware” (see page 48).  The Treas-

ure Sale volunteers voted to split the $4,000 proceeds 

from the 1987 sale four ways, by donating $1,000 each to 

two groups inside Charlestown and two groups outside 

Charlestown.  One of the outside groups was the Arbutus 

Volunteer Fire Department, which from the start was   

answering emergency ambulance calls from our campus.  

(There were no records that I could locate to identify 

the other three groups who received donations.) 

In 1988 Robert Rigel stated 

that the residents had ear-

marked the proceeds for a 

VCR and a big-screen TV, and 

that it was agreed that the 

remainder would be donated 

to the Arbutus Volunteer 

Fire Department. Only 22 

residents volunteered for 

the 1987 and 1988 sales, so 

in 1989 a joint letter from 

V o l u n t e e r  C o - C h a i r p e r s o n                          

Lucy Warren and Don Osbourne, the     

Director of Planned Giving, enticed    

potential Treasure Sale volunteers 

with “chairs to sit on, plus free coffee and Danish.”  That 

year the Treasure Sale also moved indoors to Main 

Street, and that plus the offer of chairs to sit on and    

coffee to drink prompted 30 residents to volunteer.  But 

in  coming  years  much  greater  numbers  volunteered  to    
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Executive Director 

Robert Rigel 

1987 

Resident 

Lucy 

Warren 



work the sales.  In 1990 the Treasure Sale moved to 

Charlestown Square, and by 1991 there were 67 resident 

volunteers.  In 1993 the Treasure Sale moved to its        

current location in the Conference Center. 

G. T. Kline and Lucy Warren served 

as co-chairs of the Treasure Sale   

until the end of 1994.  An election 

was held at that point, and Leona 

Willard and Kathryn Davis became 

the new co-chairs. 

Tom and Virginia Showe moved into Charlestown in May of 

1997, and Tom participated in his first Treasure Sale 

three months later, in August.  (That was twenty years 

ago, and Tom is still going strong as one of the three    

Resident Directors of the Treasure Sale.) 

Accounting records in our 

archives and Philanthropy 

Department confirm that in 

the 11 years between 1990 

and 2000 Charlestown’s 

Treasure Sales raised a 

grand total of $434,661.86.  

The community distributed 

the proceeds to 57 different 

organizations and projects, 

and the largest distributions 

were: 
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A happy resident volunteer enjoying one 

of those free Danish (or doughnuts)           

before the start of one of the Treasure 

Sales. 

 
Preliminary to the start of each quarterly sale    

hundreds of volunteers package and box all the 

various and sundry items to be sold, and have the 

General Services staff cart them to staging points 

before other volunteers unpack them and set up 

the merchandise in the Conference Center.  



  $196,367.00 to the Benevolent Care Fund 

       59,573.00 to the Student Scholarship Fund 

       21,096.00 to the Chapel Concert Fund 

       20,596.00 to the Staff Appreciation Fund 

In that same 11 year-period, purchases by Treasure Sale           

volunteers amounted to $82,195.94, or 18.9% of the 

gross proceeds. 

In 2001 the Treasure Sale hit a high point when it raised 

$172,573.63 thanks to the efforts of 136 hard-working  

resident volunteers. 
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Resident Treasure Sale Volunteers in 2002 

Treasure Sale Directors 

2004 

(Left to Right) 

Betty Faust, Tom Showe 

And Leona Willard  
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Treasure Sale Volunteers 

in their light blue shirts 

2004  

A Happy Shopper 

Resident Life Director 

Sherry Parrish 

selecting her purchases in 2004 

Jim Thompson 

Distributing Treasure Sale Flyers 

in Downtown Catonsville 

2005 

Treasure Sale 2012 Treasure Sale 2014 



 

Treasure Sale 2016 

Current Resident Treasure Sale Directors 

(Left to Right) 

Sara Nixon, Tom Showe and Sharon Stewart 

2017  
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As the caption under the previous picture states, the 3 

current Directors of the Treasure Sale—as of December, 

2017—are Sara Nixon, tom Showe and Sharon Stewart.  

Tom continues in charge of the furniture store, while 

Sara takes the lead in the sorting room in Arborside, and 

Sharon heads the Brookside sorting room.  The 3 of them 

presently manage 27 volunteer captains, some of whom 

work by themselves while others have full volunteer 

staffs.  All told, from 300 to 350 resident volunteers 

are now involved in the ongoing quarterly operation that 

is the Treasure Sale today. 

In 2016 Sharon Stewart wrote up a three-page outline on 

the functioning of the Treasure Sale, which she entitled 

“Behind the Scenes at the Treasure Sale.”  According to 

her outline, the Treasure Sale has become “a well-

organized machine that runs smoothly both between 

sales and during the sales themselves.”  What happens 

(to paraphrase Sharon) is that the process begins with a 

call to a 24-hour pick-up hotline where residents may 

leave messages about what they wish to donate to the 

Treasure Sale.  There are seven volunteers who take  

turns collecting the daily messages each week, which 

they then turn over to 24 volunteers who make the         

actual pickups at the residents’ apartment homes.  Those     

volunteers then take the donated items to one of the two 

sorting rooms, where the condition of the donated items 

is checked, then the acceptable items are distributed for 

packing and pricing.  What cannot be sold is then donat-

ed to other charitable organizations or discarded.  The 

Treasure Sale “machine” utilizes dozens of volunteers to 

perform a series of specialized functions.  Finally, on the 

three days of the big sale, hordes of buyers descend on 

our Conference Center to buy all of “our treasures.”  

What little that does not sell is given to several chari-

ties, and the entire process begins all over again.   
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In addition to the regular quarterly Treasure Sales, the 

Treasure Sale Committee started the “Charlestown Mini 

Mall” for women’s clothing in October of 1995; 

“Treasures Unlimited” for furniture in 1998; the 

”Treasure Chest,” a permanent store for household items 

in 2011; and the “Ladies Boutique,” a permanent store for 

women’s clothing in 2014.   
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Charlestown Mini Mall in 1997 

The Charlestown Mini Mall was held in the Cross Creek 

Lobby from 1995 through 2004, when it moved to the   

Conference Center. 

 2007 Mini Mall 2010 Mini Mall 



 

Tom Showe in Treasures 

Unlimited in 2004 

Treasures Unlimited 

in 2008 

It was reported in The Charlestown Times of August, 

1998 that Tom Showe  opened the full-time Treasure Sale 

Store “Treasures Unlimited” a year after he first became 

involved in the Treasure Sale project.  As you can           

surmise from the above photographs, Treasures                

Unlimited is a furniture store operated by Treasure Sale 

resident volunteers.  It had its grand opening on June 23, 

1998 with a ribbon cutting ceremony by Tom Showe, who 

was then the Resident Captain of the Furniture Sub-

Committee.  The idea for a furniture store came to our 

community via Laura West, a Charlestown gift-planning 

assistant and Treasure Sale committee member, who saw 

the idea in action at the Oak Crest Village Retirement 

Community in Parkville, Maryland.  Treasures Unlimited is 

still in its original loca-

tion on the Terrace Level 

of Herbert’s Run, and is 

still being  managed by Tom 

Showe. 
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Treasures Unlimited in 2017 
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Treasure Chest Store 

Grand Opening 

September 6, 2011 

Interior of Treasure Chest Store 

 

In the 30 years since its beginning in 1987 the 

Charlestown Treasure Sale has generated gross          

proceeds of $2,896,589.11 for the benefit of numerous 

charitable organizations—both on and off the Charles- 

town campus, with the largest distributions being: 

          $1,606,490.16 to the Benevolent Care Fund  

                 261,458.38 to the Student Scholarship Fund             

                143,840.89 to the Staff Appreciation Fund            

                140,340.89 to the Chapel Concert Fund             

Throughout its 30 years Treasure Sale proceeds have   

also been donated for: 

    



   

  American Red Cross Disaster Relief 

  The Arbutus Volunteer Fire Department 

  A Charlestown Shuttle Bus 

  Grocery Carts and Bulletin Boards for Lobbies 

  Large Print Books for the Ruth Houck Library 

  Low Vision Equipment for the sight impaired 

  Stage Curtains and Microphones for Auditorium 

  Telelex Equipment for the hearing impaired 

  Wheel Chairs in the Reception Areas 

    And much, much more  

 

Hilda Zaiser and Wilton Dairy 

  

There was an article in the December, 1987 issue of The   

Harvest about new resident Hilda Zaiser, who had the 

shortest move of anyone coming to Charlestown.  To 

quote the article: “Hilda was Charlestown’s closest 

neighbor.  She moved from her home directly across    

Maiden Choice Lane to a two—bedroom apartment in one 

of our new buildings.  Not surprisingly, she chose a       

corner apartment whose view overlooks the stately, two-

story, red brick house her 

husband built for her when 

they were married 55 years 

ago.”  Later in the article   

Hilda was quoted as saying: “I 

lived there alone for the 

last nine years.  I got tired 

of cutting the grass and 

shoveling the snow out of 

the driveway.”  She then lived 

another 19 quality years at Charlestown before passing 

at 96 in 2006.  
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I remembered the Zaiser name from my original research, 

and knew from pages 9 and 11 of the 2013 history that 

the main portion of the 182-acre “Wilton” estate owned 

by Dr. Nathan Ryno Smith was sold to the Zaiser family in 

1938, and that the family started Wilton Farm Dairy, 

which sat directly across Maiden Choice Lane from         

St. Charles Seminary until 1979, when the farm buildings 

were consumed in a fire.  

Wilton Zaiser Memories 

Even though it seemed a safe bet that Hilda Zaiser was 

one of the same Zaisers who started the dairy farm, I still 

felt compelled to confirm it.  So in October of 2016 I       

began calling all 22 Zaisers listed with Maryland           

telephone numbers, and on the 21st call tracked down a 

“W. Zaiser” who was living in Dayton, Maryland.  I soon   

realized that I had the right Zaiser when he told me his 

first name was Wilton.  I read to him what I had written on 

page 11 of the history about his family acquiring the       

Nathan Smith property in 1938, and he said, “No, that’s 

not right.”  Wilton went on to explain, “My grandfather. 

George J. Zaiser, purchased the property in 1881 when he 

started the dairy farm.  It was in 1938 that he deeded it 

over to my parents, Roland O. and Hilda Zaiser.”   

(That stunned me.  A historian’s stock in trade is recording events 

and dates accurately.  I had both the 1881 and 1938 dates in my 

rough notes, but had missed the 1881 recording date in the            

Baltimore County Land Records.  We now, however, finally have it 

right.) 

Wilton went on to say that he was born in 1935, and     

confirmed growing up in the brick house directly across 

from the Charlestown front entrance.  He also con-

firmed that his mother was indeed our Hilda Zaiser.  He   

clarified: “My grandparents started the dairy farm in 

1881, and ran it  until 1938,   when  my  parents  took  over 
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active management.  They ran the dairy until 1975, when it 

was closed down. 
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Six-year-old Wilton Zaiser at the dairy farm in 1941. 

Postcard of Wilton Farm Dairy from the 1940s 

The house to the left of the barn in the postcard was the 

house where his grandparents lived.  The house and the 

estate were both named “Wilton” by Dr. Nathan Ryno 

Smith, the previous owner from 1859 to 1881 (see page 9).          

Our Wilton—Wilton Zaiser—along with his parents lived 

in the brick house directly across Maiden Choice Lane 

from Charlestown’s front entrance.   

Before concluding our telephone conversation, Wilton 

spent another 20 or 30 minutes reminiscing with me about 

the farm and the surrounding Catonsville area.  He told 

me, “I remember when I was a kid back in the early ’40s we 

were still using the horse wagons for milk deliveries (see 

page 11), but we also had trucks by then.  They were 

green and yellow with a picture of the farm on the sides. 
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According to Wilton this toy model of a    

Wilton Dairy milk truck is an exact replica 

of the trucks used by the dairy beginning in 

the 1940s. 

Wilton concluded his remarks by saying, “The last        

traffic light going away from Baltimore City was at 

Caton Avenue where St. Agnes Hospital is located.  The 

dairy closed down in 1975.”  

As I mentioned on the bottom of page 11, the Wilton Farm 

buildings burned down in early 1979, and a large town-

house development named Broadfield at Wilton Farms 

now occupies the site.  

Wilton Overlook 

In April of 2017 the Charlestown staff announced a     

campus-wide referendum to name the new $47.5 million  

continuing care building to be constructed on the        

campus. 

Prior to the vote I contacted Sales Director Don Grove, 

to suggest “Wilton” be in the name, and shared with him 

my research plus my conversation with Wilton Zaiser.  

During our conversation Don wondered how “Wilton 

Overlook”  sounded,   and  I  said  I  thought  it  would  be  a 



meaningful choice.  So Wilton Overlook joined the        

naming suggestions submitted by various residents and 

staff members.  After the vote count, Executive Director 

Clara Parker announced that almost 500 votes were 

cast, and “Wilton Overlook” had won.  Clara also                 

announced that Building 6 would be renamed “Patapsco 

Crossing.”  

   Student Scholarship Program 
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Artist Rendering of Wilton Overlook 

Scheduled to Open in 2019  

Here we have a photo of Executive 

Director Robert Rigel presenting 

a scholarship check for $1,000 to 

student scholar Greg Olszewski in 

1988, while Director of Food       

Services, Lenore Booth, looks on.   

Thanks to this presentation, Greg 

holds the distinction of becoming 

Charlestown’s first scholarship 

recipient.       
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And here’s another Photo of Greg   

Olszewski being congratulated just 

after the 1988 check presentation by 

Charlestown resident Grace Maltese 

(right), while resident Helen Bozek 

(center) looks on.    

According to The Harvest article Greg was taken       

completely by surprise when Mr. Rigel interrupted the  

five p.m. dinner service seating for a brief impromptu 

ceremony to recognize the young student scholar with 

Charlestown’s first scholarship presentation. 

John Erickson established the Student Scholarship   

Program in 1988 with an initial $200,000 from what he 

considered found money (see page 49).   

Since 1988, Charlestown residents have contributed an 

additional $2.5 million to the program, and Treasure 

Sale proceeds have added another $241,000 to that 

amount to provide over 1,500 part-time student                 

employees with scholarships to the college, university 

or trade school of their choice.  

To qualify, each student employee must meet the follow-

ing criteria:   

      Be a high school senior or current college student. 

      Have worked at least 1,000 hours at Charlestown. 

      Have at least a 2.5 grade-point average. 

      Be an employee in good standing. 

Upon meeting the eligibility standards each student can 

receive up to $1,000 per semester for up to 8 semesters. 



Additionally, eligible student employees may apply to the 

Named Scholarship Program for specific awards funded 

by individual residents or resident groups that may be 

added to the basic scholarship from Charlestown.   
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2013 Scholarship Class 

2016 Scholarship Class 

2017 Scholarship Class 

 

C h a r l e s t o w n ’ s           

Student Scholarship 

Program continues to 

grow over the years.  

In 2016 alone more 

than  140  qualified 

student scholars took 

home grants thanks to 

the generosity of the 

residents and staff in 

our retirement commu-

nity. 



Lake Charles Construction 

According to Susan Thornton, 

writing in the October 12, 1988      

issue of The Catonsville Times, 

Lake Charles grew from a most        

inauspicious beginning that 

year.  It had previously existed 

as a small algae-covered storm 

water runoff pond, but as part 

of the new construction under-

way for Charlestown Square and its flanking neighbor-

hoods of Chapel Court, Parkview, Harborview and Caton 

Ridge in 1989 (see page 55 ), the retirement community had 

to greatly expand the small runoff pond. 

In her article, Susan reported that 

“bulldozers push over trees and rum-

ble tons of earth from one spot to 

another.”  She explained that             

according to the chief of storm 

drain design for the Baltimore    

County Public Works Department 

“the new pond...will trap storm       

water runoff from 47 acres around 

Charlestown.”  However, the County 

partnered with Charlestown to 

build the pond even larger than what was necessary “to 

solve some other problems downstream,” and agreed to 

pick up two-thirds of the $489,336 construction costs of 

the project in exchange for Charlestown paying the     

other one—third plus the costs of the pond design.  At the 

project’s completion Charlestown ended up with a       

gorgeous half-million-dollar pond for roughly 35 cents 

on the dollar thanks to the deal brokered with                

Baltimore County by John Erickson.  
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There are two small islands on the pond.  The pond sits in 

a park-like setting, with a walking path around its entire 

perimeter that also includes a small wooden bridge.  It is 

a favorite destination for residents walking, fishing or 

sailing model boats.  Fishing is open to residents, staff 

and other visitors.  No license is required, but fishing is 

on a catch and release basis.  (Charlestown stocks the 

pond with bass every year.)  Lake Charles, as the new 

pond was named, covers almost three full acres, measur-

ing about 200 by 600 feet with a depth of between 6 and 

11 feet depending on the runoff.  Based on these measure-

ments the pond holds anywhere from roughly five to ten 

million gallons of water at any given point in time.  
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Lake Charles Today 

The spectacular beauty of Lake Charles has attracted 

many varieties of wildlife since its completion in 1989, 

most especially several flocks of Canada geese.              

According to several sources, this particular species of 

goose—the Canada goose—has been extremely adept                   

at modifying its living habits to human-altered environ-

ments, such as urban and cultivated areas, which          

provide adequate food sources and few natural              

predators.           



Of the 110 acres that comprise the Charlestown campus, 

roughly 30 to 35% of the grounds remain in a natural or 

nature-like state, including the Nature Trail and the 

park-like setting created around Lake Charles.  That 

means that the geese not only have to co-exist with we     

humans, but with the other wildlife now living on our 

campus, such as the deer, foxes, raccoons and an         

amazingly wide variety of other birds. 

Speaking of co-existence please be aware that the geese 

have a highly protective nature, and are fearless, espe-

cially when it comes to protecting their goslings.  They 

will allow you to advance only so close to their flocks 

and clutches of goslings before they go into attack 

mode.   

183 

Canada Geese with their Goslings at Lake Charles 



If one or more of the geese go from loudly honking to 

loudly hissing at your presence, they are ready to attack       

without further warning.  They can be extremely aggres-

sive, but will still leave you alone if they see you retreat 

before they attack. 

 

Lake Charles Wildlife photography 

by resident Rosemary Evans in 2016  
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Spotted Owl 

Rabbit 

Egrets 

Deer 



Lake Charles Wildlife photography  

by resident Betty Caldwell in 2016 
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Osprey fishing at 

Lake Charles 

Osprey circling  

Lake Charles 

Rabbit Deer 

Fox Bird 



More Lake Charles Wildlife Photography 

by resident Betty Caldwell in 2016  
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Green Heron  

Crane taking Flight 

Turtles sunning themselves (with their reflection in the water) 



Lake Charles Wildlife Photography 

by staff member Cathy McElwee in 2016 
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Female Orchard Oriole Male Orchard Oriole 

Belted Kingfisher Yellowthroat Warbler 

Baltimore Oriole 



More Lake Charles Wildlife Photography 

by staff member Cathy McElwee in 2016 
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Pileated Woodpecker Green Heron 

Red Shouldered Hawk Deer 



More Lake Charles Wildlife Photography 

By staff member Cathy McElwee in 2016  
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Leopard Frog 

Groundhog 

Turtles Sunning (with 

Water reflection) 

 

 

Geese, 

Fawn 

And 

Heron 



A Walking Tour around Lake Charles 

with resident John Strumsky in 2016 
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A continuous dirt path  

surrounds Lake Charles.  



As we previously mentioned, Charlestown Square, the 

new entranceway to the community, opened in 1989 (see 

page 55).  To be precise, the grand opening for the Square 

was celebrated on June 25, 1989, but it would be almost 

another year—on May 27, 1990—before the state-of-the-

art aquatics center would open its doors to 

Charlestown residents and their guests.  Then, for over 

20 years, the gateway to the community and the pool 

served Charlestown well, but finally began showing 

their age. 

In 2012 Charlestown management committed to $1.1 mil-

lion in renovations to demolish and completely rebuild 

the Square and the adjacent aquatics center.  The new 

59,000 square-foot Charlestown Square Clubhouse        

included: a 6,000 square-foot aquatics center with a 75 

by 30-foot pool (which was twice the size of the old pool), 

an expanded fitness center, a group fitness studio for   

organized aerobics, a salon and day spa, a massage room, 

a two-story atrium, and the new Fireside Restaurant       

upstairs with additional meeting rooms on both floors.   

The grand opening for the new Charlestown Square    

complex occurred on January 14, 2013, although the 

pool would not be completed for another five months.    
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Original 

pool  

construction 

behind 

Charlestown 

Square 

 

1989  
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Portico Rising on the New Charlestown Square 

New Charlestown Square Driveway 
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Small portion of new Fireside Restaurant—2013  

Interior view of new Pool—2013  



Charlestown Art Shows 

Charlestown had its First Annual Art Show on May 16, 

1991.  According to an article in the Baltimore Sun, the 

planning committee consisted of Charlestown residents 

John Mazz, Irene Hebert, Bob McDonald, Community        

Resources Director and Volunteer Manager Barbara 

Stam, and art instructor Mary Geeson, who taught art 

classes at the Community College of Baltimore County in 

Catonsville.  

That first art show featured 16 artists who exhibited 40 

original works of art.  Naomi Lyons displayed 

“Yellow Roses” and “Horses,” while Jane    

Currie entered “Holiday at the Beach” and 

“4th of July.”  By May of 1995 more than 100 

artists were displaying their oil paintings, 

acrylics, watercolors, pastels and collages.  

The artists included J. R. McDonald, Frank  

Malat and Carl Tongier.  In May of 1999 floral 

arrangements prepared by the Charlestown 

Garden Club were paired and displayed with 

selected works of art under a new concept 

entitled “Art Blooms at Charlestown.”  The 

2004 art show saw the addition of photog-

raphy, and Gene Bessette took 1st prize in the 

new category with “Subway Arch,” while Jim 

Thompson walked away with the ribbons for 

2nd and 3rd place.  Also added to the mix in 

2004 was wood art in the forms of wood 

crafting, wood burning and bird carving.  Richard Barnes 

took the inaugural 1st place finish with his “Madonna 

and Child Box,” while resident Art Wood, took 2nd place 

for wood burning. Art’s wood burning of the 

Charlestown Sunburst had the quirky caption of “Wood 

Art by Art Wood” (see page 49). 
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  Naomi Lyons 



 

Charlestown Art Show Winners 
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Carl Tongier in 1995 J. R. McDonald in 1995 

Kathy Lewis and Frances Friday in 1993 



Winning Artists in 2000 
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This photograph shows eight of the winning artists in the 2000 

Charlestown Art Show with Mary Evans.  From left to right they 

are: Barbara Stam, the then Community Resources Director and 

Volunteer Manager; resident Robert McDonald; resident Harriet 

Scholl; resident John Mazz; resident Virginia Hammons; resident 

Irene Hebert; art instructor Mary Geeson from the Community 

College of Baltimore County; Mary Evans, the Community               

Resources Manager; and resident Peggy Plank.  

A wonderful human-interest story came to light when 

discussing the above photo with Mary 

Evans.  Mary said she came to work at 

Charlestown on January 23, 1995, 

and that Mary Geeson had been her 

art teacher when she was 5 to 9 years 

old—(in kindergarten through 4th 

grade)—at Harford Hills Elementary 

School on Old Harford Road in 

Parkville.  Here’s Mary Michel (now   

Evans) as she looked to Mary Geeson 

at 5 years old in 1962.  
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Art Show Winners 

Jeannette Clopper in 2002 

Wid Rummel in 2003 

2006 saw Suzanne Levitt begin displaying her sculptures 

chiseled out of various types of stone, and Shirley         

Bessette added her oil paintings to her husband’s photo-

graphic works.  In 2008 artists Phyllis Yingling and      

Jewell Brenneman won ribbons for their watercolors 

and oils.  More artists joined the 2010 exhibit for the 

20th anniversary of the annual Art Show.  They included 

Marie Brinsfield, John Fahey, Bea Medeiros, William         

Stromberg and Stephanie Weiss.  As of 2017, in addition to 

the types of art already mentioned, the annual shows        

included works in: clay, glass, metal, egg shells, porce-

lain, charcoal, pencil, and pen and ink. 



 

Art Show Winners 
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Cecilia Staub—2007 Joyce Bathgate—2007 

William Sarraf—2008 Dorothy Christopher—2009 

Carroll yingling—2010 Stephanie Weiss—2011 



 

Art Show Winners 
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Jewell Brennerman –2012 Carol Rexford –2012 

Richard Clark—2012 Elizabeth Downs--2012 



 

Art Show Winners 
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Barbara Fahey—2013 

Jude Socher—2013 

Suzanne Levitt—2013 

Sondra Tucker—2013 

Corinne Powell—2013 



Art Show Winners 
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Bill Stromberg—-2014  

Suzanne Levitt—2014 

 

Roy Baum—2014 

Les Graef—2014 



 

Art Show Winners 
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John Chasse—-2015  Jo Collins—2015  

Phyllis Yingling—-2015 Eva Archer—2015 



Barbara Walker 

A poster-size rendering of this picture of 

resident Barbara Walker hangs in the 

Charlestown Television Studio.  It shows her 

deep sea diving in Bermuda when she was 

well into her 70s. Barbara moved into 

Charlestown at 72 on January 12, 1990.  She 

had a wonderfully inquisitive mind and an ex-

tremely positive attitude.  There was nothing 

she couldn’t do, and therefore, nothing she 

wouldn’t try.  She nurtured a wide variety of interests 

and taught herself to be proficient in many diverse           

areas.  And—whatever she learned or whatever she dis-

covered—she was quick to share with everyone around 

her.  She created numerous craft items, and conducted 

classes to instruct others on how to make them.  She 

handmade all her own greetings cards, and again, also 

showed others how to make their own.  She continued to 

travel to the far-off corners of the globe, well into her 

90s and well off the beaten path.  Barbara always took 

along a video camera—whether to the sweltering jungles 

of Myanmar or the frigid cold of the Arctic.  When she re-

turned home she personally edited all her adventures to 

share with her fellow friends and neighbors via 

Charlestown Television.  Many of her ideas were          

original, but she had no problem with adopting any good 

idea. 

As both a potter and a gardener Barbara had long affili-

ations with both the Charlestown art community and the 

Charlestown Garden Club, which she co-founded in 1996.  

In 1998 she arranged a field trip for the Garden Club to 

the Walters Art Gallery in Baltimore, where she               

discovered that the Walters had initiated a program 

called “Art Blooms at the Walters.”  After touring the 

event    she   presented   the   Walters   idea   of   combining  
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floral arrangements with works of art to both the 

Charlestown art and garden groups, and beginning in 

May of 1999 floral arrangements prepared by the 

Charlestown Garden Club were paired and displayed 

with selected works of art under the concept of “Art 

Blooms at Charlestown.”  Barbara passed on July 7, 2017, 

but here’s a sampling of her legacy over the years:  
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Art Blooms at Charlestown 

Barbara Walker helping to decorate the Ladew Topiary 

Gardens Mansion in Monkton, Maryland during the        

holiday season in 1999. 

Barbara demonstrating floral arrang-

ing techniques throughout the years.  
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Art Blooms in 2000 



 

 

 

 

Art Blooms at Charlestown 

2007 
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Artist—Marge Timmel 

Florist–Laura Walker 

Artist—Dorothy Christopher 

Florist—Margaret Cutchins   



 

 

 

Art Blooms at Charlestown 

2009 
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Artist—Bill Stromberg 

Florist—Margaret Cutchins 

Artist—Teresa de Kowzan 

Florist—Faith Bagley  



 

 

 

Art Blooms at Charlestown 

2010 
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Artist—Jewell Brenneman 

Florist—Ruth Vanderlinde 

Artist—Carl tongier 

Florist—Mae Windley 



 

 

 

Art Blooms at Charlestown 

2011 
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Artist—Joyce Bathgate 

Florists—Doris Lytle and       

Dorothy Orzan 

Artist—Bill Sarraf 

Florist—Doris Cooney  



 

 

 

Art Blooms at Charlestown 

2012 
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Artist—Stephanie Weiss 

Florist—Mary Carrick 

Artist—Virginia Niccolai 

Florist—Pat Kasuda 



 

 

 

Art Blooms at Charlestown 

2013 
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Artist—Betty Downs 

Florist—Barbara Walker  

Artist—Beatrice Medeiros 

Florists—Doris Lytle and        

Dorothy Orzan 



 

 

 

Art Blooms at Charlestown 

2014 
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Artist—Don Ludwig 

Florist—Barbara Walker  

Artist—John Fahey 

Florist—Pat Cushman 



 

 

 

Art Blooms at Charlestown 

2015 
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Artist—Suzanne Levitt 

Florist—Roy Baum 

Artist—Rosemary Erdman 

Florist—Pat Kasuda 



 

Art Show Locations 

The first art shows at Charlestown were held on Sunday       

afternoons, and they alternated each year between 

Charlestown Square and Cross Creek Station.  However, 

within a few years the shows moved to the Conference 

Center, where they remain to this day.   In recent years, 

the artists at Charlestown have also been displaying 

their paintings and other artistic works at The Gallery, 

which opened as part of the Charlestown Square            

renovations in 2013.  
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The meeting room called The Gallery                                                             

located next to The Fireside Lounge and the Fireside Restaurant 

above Charlestown Square    



 

Resident Art on Display in The Gallery 

2017 
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Charlestown TV Studio 

Much like the history of Charlestown itself, the history 

of Charlestown Television is rich and vibrant.  Yet little 

of it has ever been permanently documented in our           

archives or elsewhere, The television medium is more    

concerned with the immediate—its focus is on multiple  

daily deadlines.  As a result, little effort was made to 

document and preserve the records of the men and     

women who daily recorded all those happenings around 

our campus. What little documentation of the station’s           

history that exists comes down to us in dribs and drabs, 

usually through tidbits and passing comments that deal 

with other aspects of campus life.  So, over time, the rich 

legacy and heritage of Charlestown Television slowly 

and quietly faded away into the darkness of obscurity.   

Due to this lack of long-term documentation and my close 

relationship with the TV studio and its staff in our            

seven years of living here at Charlestown, I decided to 

pay especial attention to this largely ignored area of 

Charlestown’s past, and to track down as much of it as 

possible to bring it back into the light of day. 

Mary Evans and Tom Moore were especially helpful in 

this area.  They could naturally and immediately recall 

large portions of the station’s history, but usually only 

orally, and naturally, with gaps in their recollections.  

Fortunately, however, they both have long and accurate 

memories.  I was able to confirm much of what they            

remembered through other sources as I periodically 

drove the two of them to distraction by constantly         

taking them away from the current demands  of their jobs 

to spend time thinking about  Charlestown’s past.  

Fortunately also for all of us, the TV crews over           

the years had saved and stored virtually everything    

that  aired  on  Charlestown  Television  on  video  tape  or  
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digital discs in large cartons that hold hundreds of 

those  day-to-day  tapes   and  discs   that   are   stored  in  a 

secured storage closet in the John Erickson Conference 

Center.  Unfortunately, some of that stored material can 

no longer be easily accessed due to obsolete formatting.  

Fortunately again, the TV staff, to its credit, did not tape 

over—or erase and retape—but kept copies of most of 

what aired on Charlestown TV over its on-air existence.  

Unfortunately again, if any of it was to see the light of 

day again, someone had to sit themselves down in front of 

a video machine and a DVD player for hours on end to     

methodically go through the tapes and discs to                   

reconstruct the timelines and events.  So I assigned         

myself that labor of love, and this section of the 

Charlestown history is longer than some other segments 

because it exists as such nowhere else and should not be 

lost.  

Back on page 49 we stated that John Erickson allocated 

$100,000 from a $500,000 donation by Geico Insurance 

Company to Charlestown on its 5th anniversary in 1988 

to start the community television station, originally 

Channel 6, then Channel 66, and now Channel 972.  The 

station was originally set up in the back of the                     

Auditorium, but did not become fully operational until 

the summer of 1991.  Teri Amirault func-

tioned as the first station manager and   

entire staff of Channel 6 when it hit the 

airwaves as a 24-hour scroll of daily      

menus with tidbits of other resident            

information added in on occasion.  In the 

fall of 1991, Teri began “Good Morning, 

Charlestown” with the part-time help of 

new station employee Greta Morgan, a     

fellow student at Towson University.  Initially, the         

program could not be broadcast live.  It had to be           

prerecorded on video tape for rebroadcast several 

times throughout the day.   
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Teri Amirault 



Here is a list of the Charlestown Station Managers: 

Teri Amirault—1991 to 1994 

Christine O’Connell—1994 

Lori Bechtel—1994 to 1997 

Maya Coiner—1997 to 2004 

Mary Evans—2004 to 2006 

Chip Hickey 2006 to 2007 

Tom Moore—2007 to the present 

By the spring of 1992 the station staff doubled to four 

with the addition of part-time help from Towson students 

Chip Lewis and Marisa Maravi.  Then, with the assistance 

of Joe Neault and Mike Russo in General Services, the in-

house cable system was modified in 1992 to allow the 

morning show to be aired live to residents and staff each 

weekday morning at 10 a.m.  Going “live” allowed for a 

call-in format for the show, which was broadcast from 

the Auditorium in Edgewood with a live studio audience. 

Early in 1993 the Channel 6 staff expanded to include a 

full-time morning show host, Towson Alum Julie Mirarchi.  

Also joining the staff was part-time employee Mary 

McGurrin, and interns Cory Perman and Mark Erickson 

(John Erickson’s son), who were all Towson students.  

Christine O’Connell was reassigned from the Charles-

town Marketing Department as the new on-air host in 

June of 1993, and the next month the name of the show 

was changed to “Charlestown Today,” because it could 

now be aired at 10 a.m., and re-aired four more times a day: 

at 12, 4, 8 and 10.    During this period Channel 6 received 

funding to rebuild and expand the TV studio in a space in 

Cross Creek Station, in what had originally been the      

exercise room—where the studio remains to this day.  The 

studio design began with the assistance of a broadcast 

engineer from WBAL-TV. 
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Teri Amirault then decided to leave 

in 1994, and Christine O’Connell  

became the new station manager.  

She hired Lori Bechtel, but         

Christine decided to also move on in 

the fall of 1994, and Lori Bectel   

replaced her as head of the TV     

studio 

  Christine O’Connell     

interviewing a resident 

in 1994  
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The Charlestown TV crew in 1996.  They 

are (clockwise from the lower left):    

Station Manager Lori Bectel, Kathy      

Jeffers, Mike Serio, Mary McGurrin and 

Cindy Lorenz. 

 

On January 10, 2004 Channel 6 was redesignated        

Channel 66.  Mary Evans, who was in charge of the        

Volunteer Program, and also functioned as the             

Community Resources Manager, became the new station 

manager for the next two-and-a-half years.  In addition to 

Chip Hickey, the TV staff now included Mark Mills, John 

Ryan and Nicole Holland.  In 2005 Anna Deal (later Anna 

Care) joined them.  Channel 66 adopted the tagline “To 

Residents, For Residents, By Residents,” and between 

2004 and 2007 the call went out for more residents to 

become involved as show hosts, producers, set designers 

and TV camera operators.     



Chip Hickey was promoted to station 

manager in 2006 and stayed until May of 

2007, when Tom Moore came to Channel 

66 as station manager.  (Tom was also a 

Towson grad, and had started at Erick-

son Living’s Oak Crest community as a        

volunteer intern in February of 1999.  

He was hired that August, and in April 

of 2002 was transferred to Erickson’s 

Riderwood Community.  He stayed there 

until November of 2006, when he moved 

to Erickson’s corporate headquarters.  

In May, 2007 Tom was promoted and         

assigned as the station manager at 

Charlestown.)  Tom’s staff consisted of Mark Mills and      

Anna Care plus several resident volunteers.  Anna Care 

left in 2012 to have a baby, and Mark Mills went to         

Riderwood in 2015. 

On October 22, 2009 Comcast changed Charlestown    

Television’s channel designation from Channel 66 to 

Channel 972.  Tom hired Josh Cochran in 2012, and Josh 

left in 2014.  Then Kosta Viennas came on board in 2014, 

and Mike  Woodard in 2015,  but Mike  transferred  to the  

TV station at Oak Crest in 2017.  He was replaced by        

Amber Fisher that same year.  All four of them came from 

the UMBC visual arts program. 

Some of the shows by Charlestown staff and residents 

that aired on Charlestown Television over the years 

were: 
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Station Manager 

Tom Moore 

 

Girl and Boy Scouts Studio Tours  

with Mary Evans in 2004 



Craft Corner with Mary Evans in 2005 

Video Journalists with Various Residents in 2005 

Book Reviews with Carroll Yingling in 2006 

Hometown to Charlestown with Rebecca Vahlberg in 2007 

Digital Storytelling with Various Residents in 2007 

Resident Council Wrap-ups with Teresa Bosco in 2008 

Getting to Know You with Marge Wareheim in 2009 

Unforgettable Moments with John Fahey in 2010 

Caring, Sharing and Doing with Barbara Walker in 2011 

Our Charlestown Neighbors with Dawn and John Strumsky in 2012 

See You Around Charlestown with Dottie Kresslein in 2012 

Wacky Weekend Weather Woman with Dawn Strumsky in 2012 

Travel Logs with Barbara Walker in 2013  

Looking Back: Eyewitnesses to History with John Strumsky in 2013 

Technology Today with Phil Mumford and Tom Moore in 2014 

Through the Keyhole with Dawn Strumsky in 2015 

Influential Women with Joy Gould in 2015  

Crowd Noise with Kosta Viennes and Mike Woodard in 2015 

Around the Grounds with Betty Young in 2015 

The Joy of Travel with Eugenia High in 2015 

Paws for Celebration with Roy Baum in 2016 

Charlestown Mysteries with Bert Clegern in 2016  

Jewish Traditions with Myrna Retsky in 2016 

Megatrends in Medicine with Dr. Steve Schimpff  

    and Nurse Carol Jones in 2016 

Cooking with Dean with Dean Crawford in 2017 

Rockin thru the Ages with Johnny Powell and Amber Fisher in 2017 
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Eugenia High  and Kosta Viennes        

editing an episode of                                

The Joy of Travel in 2017  

TV Staff in 2017 (left to 

right) Tom Moore, Amber 

Fisher and Kosta Viennes 
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Group Photo of Resident TV Hosts                                                                        

Early in 2017 

As to Dawn and I, we moved into our new home in              

Herbert’s Run over the Memorial Day weekend—on         

Saturday, May 28, 2011—and we hit the ground running.  

We immediately went about personally discovering a wide 

variety of the many activities available here, and     

promptly immersed ourselves in several of them.  One of 

those early activities was working in television.  Neither 

of us had any previous TV experience, and never dreamed 

we would become involved in any aspect of it.  So we were 

a bit hesitant when Mary Evans suggested in June that we 

might enjoy participating in a television project with the  

Communications Department at UMBC, where seniors 

from Charlestown would meet and work with students 

at the school to better bridge the communications gap   

between the generations by creating a series of digital 

stories.  Mary gently nudged us to give it a try, and said 

we could always withdraw if it didn’t suit us.  So we 

signed up.         



Simultaneous with that, we were rotating through the 

various dining rooms on campus, always requesting open 

seating, so that we could dine with as many different    

residents as possible to start some new friendships plus 

more quickly learn our way around Charlestown.  What 

we learned through many of our dinner conversations 

was that there were many extraordinary residents living 

here who had excelled in a variety of diverse areas. 

During the digital storytelling project, more than a    

dozen Charlestown residents including Dawn and I were 

partnered with three students each, and we met with 

them twice a week over the months of August and           

September, 2011.  At the end of the project in September, 

each resident, working with his or her student team,         

produced a three-to-five-minute condensed story on some 

aspect of their life.   

Some of the residents who participated in 2011 were:     

Jerri Mullinix, who produced “A Unique Club,” Barbara 

Walker who made “Comfort in Change,” 

and retired Coast Guard Captain Glenn 

Young who came up with “Hurricane   

Rescue.” 

Dawn’s team produced “Three Furry 

Hearts,” while my two teams made two 

stories: “My Geography Lesson” and 

“When Duty Called.”  (I volunteered for 

double duty so that all the students    

involved in the project could be             

utilized.)  All of the digital stories 

proved inspirational, and Mary Evans 

made arrangements with Tom Moore to 

have them all shown on Channel 972. 
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Retired Coast 

Guard Captain 

Glenn Young 
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Between the digital stories and the equally inspiring     

tales we were told during our daily dining excursions 

around the campus, it occurred to us that all these rich 

stories we were hearing from residents should not be 

lost by being shared only with just the few dining part-

ners at our dinner table on any given evening, but with 

the entire campus.  So Dawn and I went back to Mary      

Evans later in September of 2011 and suggested that she 

have the TV station consider a program about the life  

experiences of not just the residents but also the staff.           

Instead, Mary took us to the TV studio and introduced us 

to Tom Moore to pitch the idea to him and his staff.  We 

did, and then were thrown another curve.  Tom said, 

“That’s a great idea.  When can you start?”   

We tried to beg out, citing our total lack of television 

background and experience, but Tom encouraged us to 

give it a try.  So Dawn came up with the title to the show, 

Our Charlestown Neighbors, while we both wrestled 

with the nuts and bolts of putting together a television 

show.  We frankly did not expect the show to last long, 

but Dawn went about gathering potential guests, while I 

collaborated in November and December with fellow 

Herbert’s Run resident Dr. David Wehr to write and 

score a theme song for 

the show.  

A still shot of the ending 

credit card used on Our 

Charlestown Neighbors in 

tribute to composer and 

choral director Dr. David 

A. Wehr.  

Portion of the 

theme song for 

“Our 

Charlestown 

Neighbors” 



Dr. Dave composed the music and kept modifying it while I 

added the lyrics and kept modifying them.  By early           

December we felt we had a perfect fit for our theme 

song.  We called it “Friends and Neighbors.” 

Here’s Friends and Neighbors by Wehr and Strumsky:  

   Friends and neighbors, 

   Oh, friends and neighbors, 

   Do you wanna smile? 

   Do you wanna feel fine? 

   As friends and neighbors should — 

   Be singing this song, 

   Sing it loud and strong, 

   Cause you’re in our neighborhood, 

   Cause you’re in—yes you’re in — 

   Our neigh—bor—hood. 
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President Gerald R. Ford 

shaking hands with then     

Assistant Secretary of 

Transportation  William P. 

Davis at a cabinet meeting in 

1976, while Secretary of 

Transportation William T. 

Coleman looks on.   

Dawn and I then invited William P. Davis to be our first 

guest on Our Charlestown Neighbors.  We pre-

interviewed him in his apartment home on January 4, 2012.  

He worked in the NASA Apollo Program, then became an    

Assistant Secretary of Transportation in the presiden-

tial administrations of Presidents Nixon, Ford and 

Carter, and finally, served on the transition team for 

President Reagan.      



 

We taped our interview with Bill Davis in the TV studio on 

January 10th, and the new show debuted on Channel 972 

on January 19, 2012. 

Chuck Meade was the second guest on Our 

Charlestown Neighbors, and we turned to 

him because of his high level of personal 

honesty.  On two different occasions he 

discovered—and logged in—thousands in 

cash that had been thrown away.  In the 

first instance the money had been thrown 

out in the trash, and in the other it had 

been left in an unattended suitcase left 

sitting on a curb.  We first saw Chuck on a visit to 

Charlestown in early 2011.  We were sitting in the lobby 

at Charlestown Square, waiting to meet with a                 

representative from the Sales Department, when a          

female resident came in crying and told the lobby             

receptionist that she had lost her wallet with $400 in 

cash, her credit cards and all her identification.  About 

ten minutes later, while the receptionist was on the       

telephone summoning security, Chuck walked in with her 

wallet, which the lady had dropped inside a shuttle bus.  

He had her check the contents to confirm that they were 

intact, then refused her offered reward.   

We next ran into Chuck when he happened to be working 

at the main entrance on May 28, 2011, the day we moved   

into Charlestown.  Dawn recognized him and commented 

on his compassion and honesty.  She then told him that we 

were moving in just then, and Chuck said, “Welcome home, 

Mr. and Mrs. Strumsky.” Dawn is incapable of walking 

past Chuck without stopping to hug him, and I can’t resist 

shaking his hand.         
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Security Guard 

Chuck Meade 



John Erickson saw several episodes of our show, and 

came to the TV studio in February of 2012 to meet us.  He 

asked Station Manager Tom Moore to call us, and Dawn 

and I went down to the studio to meet him.  After he          

told us how much he liked Our Charlestown Neighbors 

Dawn seized the opportunity to ask if we could interview 

him on the show.  He appeared on May 9, 2012, and again on 

January 3, 2013. 
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The Homans Sisters 

(From left to right):  

Alicia, Julie and Elizabeth 

On November 26, 2015 we aired the 100th episode of Our 

Charlestown Neighbors with the Homans sisters as our 

guests.  All three came to work part-time in our dining 

rooms as 16-year-old students.  At the time they appeared 

on Our Charlestown Neighbors, the eldest, 20-year-old 

Julie, worked in the Refectory; her younger sister, 19-

year-old Elizabeth, worked in the Short Line; while the 

youngest, 18-year-old Alicia, worked in the Atrium. 

Their grandmother, Helen Beck, moved into Charlestown 

in  May of 2014.   



One day in the TV studio back in the fall of 2012 Dawn 

mentioned in passing that she had always thought it 

would be fun to be a TV meteorologist, and Tom Moore 

said, as he was usually apt to say, “That’s great!” He con-

tinued, “We have people to announce the daily news and 

events happening around Charlestown, but we’ve never 

had anyone who wanted to do the weather.”  So Dawn and 

Tom decided on a weekly weather show, but with a twist.  

Every Friday morning, beginning on October 5, 2012, she 

donned a different color wig and a different persona, 

and entertained our in-house TV audience with numerous 

wacky renditions of weather forecasts.   

Surprisingly, her wacky weather silliness became           

popular all over the campus in very little time, and the 

TV station was flooded with calls about how much the 

residents liked laughing over her antics in her weather 

forecasts—that is, all except the lone person who called 

the TV studio to complain that [quote] “she was making a 

mockery out of the weather.”    

The  Wacky Weekend Weather Woman ran until May of 

2016 before it finally ran out of steam, but it brought 

chuckles to  hundreds of residents every week.    
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Dawn Strumsky explaining an early Wacky Weekend Weather skit 

to Tom Moore and Mark Mills in the TV Studio in 2012.  



Still Shots from Wacky Weekend Weather Skits 

2013 through 2016 
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Mixed in with the then   

hundred episodes of Our 

Charlestown Neighbors 

were 20 history shows, 

and both Tom and Dawn 

thought I should start a 

separate history show.  I 

went to work on another 

theme song, and the first 

episode of Looking Back: 

Eyewitnesses to History 

aired on October 17, 2013.  The show has since covered a 

wide range of historical figures and topics, including: 

all 59 Mayors of Baltimore City (from 1797 to the           

present), 19 generations of the Washington Family ( from 

circa 1165 through 1799), automobile history (from 1769 

to the present), and all 14 Double Medal of Honor          

winners to name a few.  Thus far, I’ve aired over 200    

weekly  history episodes here at Charlestown,    
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Still Photo of the Title Card for 

Looking Back:  

Eyewitnesses to History 

Still Photos of the Title Cards 

for Through the Keyhole 

Dawn started another TV show on February 10, 2015 

called Through the Keyhole, where she takes a camera 

crew to various residents’ apartment homes to share 

their floor-plan layouts, décor and furnishing styles 

with the rest of Charlestown.  That, too, has become a 

popular show. 



Executive Director Clara Parker appeared on Dean 

Crawford’s Cooking with Dean Show on March 31, 2017, 

and prepared shrimp creole.  This is what she had to say 

about her experience: “This was 

one of those days where I went 

home saying, ’I love my job!  

Where else could I work where I 

can take an hour or so out of my 

day to dress up as a chef and 

pretend to cook in front of 150 

people who actually want to 

come watch me pretend to cook?  

Dean is a natural talent, as we 

know, but a live cooking show 

was a first for me, and I felt 

slightly out of my element, but 

Dean made it fun.’”  Dean’s other 

job is as the Medical Center 

Practice Administrator here at 

Charlestown. 

 

Charlestown’s Nature Trail 

The history of the Nature Trail started in March of 1993 

when Paul and Margie Gaudreau moved to Charlestown.  

They immediately began landscaping around their new 

terrace-level home, and walking the campus to explore 

their new surroundings.  Paul was an architect by      

training but a naturalist by inclination, and he soon    

conceived the idea for a trail following the course of 

the East Branch of Herbert Run.  He drew up sketches of 

the proposed trail and enclosed them in a letter to John 

Erickson, who then assigned his assistant, Dick            

Delottinville, and several of the grounds personnel to 

work with Paul.  The exact route of the trail was deter-

mined as the brush was cleared and the grade of the land 
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Chef Clara Parker with 

Dean Crawford on Cooking 

with Dean 



could be examined.  When it became evident that the best 

route would involve crossing Herbert Run, and the       

precise location to do so could be determined, Paul      

conducted a library search for covered bridge designs.  

He then scaled his selected design to the site, and          

produced the sketches from which the bridge was built. 
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Then in March of 1995, as the Nature Trail became a        

reality, Paul recruited fellow residents to join the       

Nature Trail Committee, and became its first chair-

person.  He soon invited arborists from the Maryland 

Forest Service to visit the trail, and they identified and 

tagged 26 different species of trees.  Other residents 

who served on the committee early on were: Marie     

Brinsfield, Sally McBride, Doris Davies, Dorothy and 

Howard Jones, Carl Tongier, and Ruth and Tom Hopkins.  

When his health began to fail in 1995 Paul turned over 

the reins of the committee to Marie Brinsfield, and when 

he passed away a plaque was dedicated to him near the 

Cross Creek entrance to the trail.    
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Since its beginning others have stepped up to tend the     

Nature Trail to maintain it in its ongoing attractive 

state.  They weed around the flowers, strip ivy trying to 

overwhelm the trees, and have eliminated poison ivy 

from the trail area.  Today the Nature Trail Committee is 

co-chaired by Bert Clegern and Tony Ellis, and consists 

of 30 to 40 volunteers who maintain this Charlestown 

treasure.  Carl Tongier is still active 20 years later, 

and perpetual hard worker Pat Kasuda is seen here 

weeding the Butterfly Garden in 2017.  

Speaking of Pat, she is another of 

those selfless individuals who is 

everywhere on the campus,             

immersing herself in a wide variety 

of activities. She and her husband, 

John, moved into Charles-town in 

June of 2009, and they also hit the 

ground running.  She works on the 

Nature Trail Committee, conducts 

an annual book collection for the 

Rotary Club, is on the planning 

committee for the annual gala, serves on a half-dozen 

committees of the Residents’ Council, and has been          

involved with the Field of Honor since its beginning in 

2013.  She is another of Charlestown’s unsung heroes.  



Out on the Nature Trail  
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Wildflower Day Fair 

Sally McBride conducted the first 

Wildflower Day on April 4, 1995 to   

officially open the Nature Trail to 

Charlestown’s residents when the   

native wildflowers along the trail 

were at or near their peak.  When     

Marie Brinsfield stepped down as 

chairperson, Sally took over responsi-

bility for the Nature Trail Committee, 

and insured that Wildflower Day lived 

on as an annual event.  We already 

mentioned on page 59 that Sally also 

donated the funds for the creation of 

the butterfly garden, which opened in 

2003 and bears her name.  

 

Here are Volunteer     

Program Coordinator 

Kathleen Hart, and        

residents Ethel “Scottie” 

Allen and Dawn Strumsky 

at the Wildflower Day Fair on April 20, 2017.  Kathleen 

was “Mother Nature,” while Scottie was a “Flower 

Child,” and Dawn was the “Flower Fairy.    
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Sally McBride 

Sally McBride                         

Butterfly Garden 

Kathleen Hart, Scottie Allen and 

Dawn Strumsky 



The Wildflower Day volunteers distributed packets of 

wildflower seeds, and asked visitors to take “The Wild-

flower Volunteer Pledge,” a commitment to help save    

pollinating bees by planting wildflower seeds. 

Charlestown Charlie — the Black Swan 

A black swan come to roost on Lake Charles in May of 

1993, and the Charlestown residents promptly nick-

named him “Charlestown Charlie.”  No one knew where he 

came from, but black swans are only indigenous to the 

wetlands of Australia and New Zealand.  They are not 

native to North America.  After residing on Lake Charles 

for three months, news reports of Charlestown Charlie       

attracted the attention of Steven Sarro, the senior bird 

keeper at the Baltimore Zoo, who came to Charlestown 

to examine the bird.  Charlie had no bands or other identi-

fication markers, but Sarro found that the swan was  

comfortable with human handling.  According to a         

Baltimore Sun news report, he said, “This is obviously 

someone’s pet that got away.”  However, he warned the   

inexperienced to stay away from Charlie, adding: “Black 

swans can be aggressive, and they are nothing to mess 

with.”  (Just like the Canada geese.)  

One of the news reports was 

brought to the attention of 

Gloria Gray, the bird’s owner.  

At the time she lived on the 

water at the point of Poto-

mac Creek near Fredericks-

burg, Virginia, about a hun-

dred miles away.  She owned 

numerous big birds, including 

swans, geese, ducks, peacocks 

and  pheasants.  She  traveled  
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Photo of Charlestown       

Charlie from the 

Charlestown Archives 



to Charlestown in August, 1993 to take Charlie back 

home, but could not coax him from his spot in the center 

of the lake.  So she left but returned later in the month 

with Baltimore Zoo bird keeper Steve Sarro, who aided 

her in capturing the swan, which she then took back to 

her home on Potomac Creek.  While in the Catonsville     

area, Gloria was interviewed by  news  reporter  James  

Brodie of the Baltimore Sun.  She told him that she had 

purchased a pair of black swans for $450, but that hunt-

ing dogs had killed the male in 1991.  What! It turned out 

that our Charlestown Charlie was the female of the 

pair, and further, Gloria had not even bothered to name 

her.  She said the female answered to “Precious” or 

“Beauty” or “Red.” 

You may recall from page 58 that The 

St. Charles opened in 1991.  Then, two 

y e a r s  l a t e r ,  P r e c i o u s  o r 

Charlestown Charlie had had such a   

profound impact on the residents 

here at Charlestown that the previ-

ously unnamed watering hole adja-

cent to The Atrium Restaurant in The 

St. Charles was officially named 

“The Black Swan Tavern,” and an 

etched glass rendering of Precious—

or Charlie—taken on Lake Charles in 

the summer of 1993—was used as the 

model for the etching.  The Atrium 

and the Black Swan Tavern were gutted and recon-

structed between June  and September of 2015.  At that 

point the Black Swan Tavern was moved from the opposite 

side of The  Atrium entrance to its present location.  
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Mute Swans 

According to the March, 1995 

issue of The Sunburst, Lake 

Charles became home for       

another pair of exotic swans 

thanks to the generosity of 

residents David and Eva        

Cummings, who purchased a 

pair of mute swans, which they 

named “Ken” and “Adelaide.”  Mute swans are native to  

Europe and Asia,  but were  introduced  into the  United 

States  in the 1800s as attractions for zoos.  Contrary to 

their name, mute swans are not totally quiet, just a lot 

less vocal than other large bird species (like our loudly 

honking Canada geese).  The Cummings had their swans’ 

eight-foot wings clipped to give them time to adjust to 

their new home.  When the pair mated on Lake Charles in 

the spring of 1999 they had a clutch of 7 cygnets, but 

then left with the chicks that same year when the chicks 

were capable of flight. 

Black Swan Yacht Club 

Resident Jim Cosby came up with the idea for 

a yacht club in the summer of 1993, after he 

and his son, young Jim, spent an enjoyable   

afternoon sailing a radio-controlled boat 

on Lake Charles.  The elder Jim partnered 

with fellow resident Charles Martin, and 

the two held an organizational meeting on 

September 22, 1993, which attracted 14     

other residents.  At the 2nd meeting on October 25th 

boat-making kits were ordered, and it was decided that 

Jim would be in charge of helping to build the boats, and 

Charles would be in charge of assigning  separate radio 

frequencies   for   each   boat.     At   the   3rd   meeting   on       
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Jim Cosby 



November 18th Ben Narbeth was sworn in as the club’s 

first commodore, and Jonathan Dixon as the first vice 

commodore.  It wasn’t until the 4th meeting, on December 

17, 1993, that the club officially adopted the name “The 

Black Swan Yacht Club.”   

The club had its 1st sailing season during the spring and 

summer of 1994.  All of the club’s yachts are between 24 

and 36 inches long, and the club flies a burgee contain-

ing a black swan logo whenever it races.  A burgee is that 

small pennant atop the sails for all you landlubbers.     
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The Harmonizers 

The Ladies in Harmony began on August 18, 

1993 when resident Catherine “Jo” Rutledge 

gathered 20 ladies “who loved to sing” in the 

Music Room to start the choir.  Jo served as 

the first director, and Margie Gaudreau as 

the first piano accompanist.  With the help 

of Shirley Hughes in the Marketing Depart-

ment, the group had its first Christmas show 

early that December.  Although Jo continued 

to keep everyone singing, Perry Marshal became the      

second director in the fall of 1994 .  The third director, 

Charles Haslup, shortly took over in January of 1995, 

and he remained at the helm for the next ten years.  Jo 

Rutledge passed away in April, 1996, and the annual 

“Spring Fling” was dedicated to her. 
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Jo Rutledge 

Charles Haslup Practicing with the Ladies in Harmony 

for the Fall 1996 and Spring 1997 Concerts 

Charles Haslup opened the group to men in November, 

1999, when several men who were in the Men’s Chorale 

joined the Ladies in Harmony and the name was changed  

to  The  Harmonizers.    



At about that time Charles suggested that The Harmoniz-

ers use some of the proceeds from their ticket sales to 

offer scholarship awards to music students, and after  

auditions,  several students  were selected.  In return, 

they performed with The Harmonizers.  In the spring of 

2005 Charles turned over the leadership of the group to 

its fourth director, John Terwillinger, with Cass Collins 

as piano accompanist.  Charles Haslup passed in January, 

2006.  John then turned the reins over to Jean Higdon, 

who became the fifth director, with James Blackwell as 

accompanist.   
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Charles Haslup                      

accompanying                   

Gene Langbehn                       

in 2004  

 

Panoramic photo of                     

The Harmonizers                               

in December                                   

2004 



 The Women singing their hearts 

out in June 2006  
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Evelyn Chesnutt           

Directing in 2008 

Gene and Charlotte Langbehn 

singing a duet in July 2009 

Charlestown’s Santas in 

December 2009 

The men also singing their hearts 

out in June 2014 



 

Evelyn Chesnutt became the assistant accompanist in 

2007.  Then by June of 2010, Jean Higdon felt she had to 

retire, and at that point Evelyn was selected as the sixth 

and current director of The Harmonizers.  Today the 

group hovers around 45 or 50 singers who very much      

enjoy singing four-part harmony.  

 

Charlestown Wood Shop 

Records in the Charlestown Archives show that the same 

Jim Cosby who started the Black Swan Yacht Club             

organized the Charlestown Wood Shop along with eight 

other resident members in September, 1993.  They initially 

named their group the “Woodshop Committee.”  Jim served 

as its first chairperson until May of 1994, when Tom      

Butterbaugh was elected the new chairperson.   

In February, 1998, Tom Butterbaugh designed and, with 

the aid of the other Wood Shop members, built a tempo-

rary altar that was erected several times a week by      

resident volunteers in the “Care Center,” which was       

renamed Renaissance Gardens.  
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Evelyn Chesnutt Directing The Harmonizers 

in June 2017 



In November, 2002, the Wood Shop members built two 

large doll houses, which they completely furnished with 

”furniture, people and livestock” to raffle off to          

residents for the benefit of the Staff Appreciation Fund.  

The next year the Charlestown Wood Shop began its       

affiliation with the Children’s Center in Johns Hopkins 

Hospital.  In May, and again that October, the members   

refurbished the large doll that the hospital had in its 

Children’s   Center. 

Beginning in August 2007, the Wood Shop offered to        

repair broken items for residents for just the cost of the 

materials. 
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Wood Shop Member Jim Mullis showing a 

Marine Corporal one of the toys he made 

while Executive Director Clara Parker 

admires some of the other toys in 2013 

In a December, 2017 interview with longtime Wood Shop 

members Jim Mullis and John Chasse, they reported that 

the residents who use the wood shop now spend a signifi-

cant portion of their time making toys throughout the 

year to donate to the Marine Corps Reserve’s annual 

“Toys for Tots” Campaign.   John  stated  that  “Every year  



Marines from the Baltimore Marine Corps Reserve Unit in 

Parkville bring a truck to Charlestown around the holi-

days to pick up the toys made by our residents, and that 

they have had this arrangement now since December of 

2009.”  Jim added, “In past years our group donated any-

where from 40 to over 100 toys.  Last year (2016), we       

donated 143 toys, but this year the total will be 215 toys.”  

They described how a dozen male residents donated their 

time and talents during 2017 to create the wooden toys, 

while two female residents painted them once they were 

finished.  The present chairperson of the Wood Shop is 

Roger Mackubin, and the co-chair is Jack Spangler.  They 

are completing their three-year term, which runs from 

2015 through 2017.    
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Resident Life Director Sherry 

Parrish and a Marine Sergeant 

with one of the many other types 

of toys purchased and donated 

by other Charlestown residents 

in 2014. 

Two Marine Sergeants               

admiring a toy made in the 

Wood Shop in 2016 

Early residents who built toys throughout most years 

were Bert Houston, Jim Mullis, Ski Dzikowski, Bud Happel, 

Don Gahs, Paul Bagley and Don Cosner.  More recent    

residents, who worked on the toys for Tots project in 

2017 include those in our next photograph. 



They are (from left to right): Edwin Delong, Roger Mackubin, John 

Chasse, Murri Spangler, Charles Schreibeis, Jimmy Mulliss and 

Charles Angel.  Among those missing from the picture are the two 

female painters: Mary Hurley and Audrey Meyer.  
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Chapel and Community Concert Series 

The Community Concert Series was organized by Susan 

Lindsay in 1993.  She served as Charlestown’s first       

Concert Coordinator from 1993 to 1997.  (Please note 

that we correctly mentioned on page 56 that the Chapel 

Concert Series had held its first performance on             

November 12, 1989.  However, I did not then realize that 

there were two distinct concert series.) 

According to Jennifer Tillet, the second Concert             

Coordinator from 1997 to the present, “The Chapel        

Concert Series originally hosted performances of      

classical  music  in  Our  Lady  of  the  Angels Chapel, 



and  over the years expanded its repertoire beyond clas-

sical music, so long as the reverent nature of the Chapel 

was respected.   The Chapel Concert Series welcomed its 

100,000th audience member at its April 7, 2013 perfor-

mance featuring the Baltimore Choral Arts Society.”   

The first performance of the Community Concert Series, 

given by the National Concert Band, occurred during the 

summer of 1993.  Jennifer further explained, “This         

concert series was formed in 1993 as a ‘pops’ series,        

offering a wide variety of musical genres, such as: big 

bands, concert bands, jazz, bluegrass and ethnic music, 

as well as dance, theatre and vaudeville.  Community 

Concert Series performances typically take place in the 

Conference Center, the Auditorium, and occasionally on 

the Terrace Café patio.  The Community Concert Series 

celebrated its 50,000th attendee at the June 14, 2011   

performance by the Baltimore Symphonic Band.”    

The first concert by the Balti-

more Symphonic Band at 

Charlestown  occurred on July 

25, 1999 under the able direction 

of Conductor Christopher 

Wolfe, who for many years was 

an E-flat clarinet player in the 

Baltimore Symphony Orchestra.  

The maestro took it upon himself 

to contact John Erickson to see 

if Mr. Erickson would enjoy hav-

ing his newly-formed Baltimore         

Symphonic Band conduct con-

certs at Charlestown, Oak Crest and Riderwood.  John 

thought that a great idea and commissioned the BSB to 

hold semi-annual summer and holiday  concerts  at  the  

three  Erickson communities in  Maryland. Erickson Living 
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Maestro Christopher 

Wolfe 



picked up the costs associated with the BSB performanc-

es, but asked residents—if they were so inclined—to make 

a non-perishable food donation to a local food bank. 

From the first, the BSB has played to packed houses here 

at Charlestown.  The reason that Christopher Wolfe’s 

concerts are so popular is that they incorporate        

flawlessly played classical and popular arrangements            

interspersed with jokes and oddly unusual yet funny     

stories or anecdotes by the impish maestro, whose mother 

is a resident at Riderwood. 

The BSB summer concert on the evening of June 20,2013 

also featured a most unusual twist.  The quirky maestro 

sent word through Jennifer Tillet that he was looking 

for a half-dozen resident volunteers to accompany his 

regular musicians in several of its instrumental rendi-

tions that evening.  Those who responded to the call 

were Elizabeth Young, Joy Gould,  Gene Langbehn, Betty 

Miller and Dawn 

and me.  We were 

soon dubbed The  

C h a r l e s t o w n 

Half-Dozen, and 

began practice 

with Conductor 

Wolfe, who quick-

ly proclaimed us 

(within a mere 

three hours) to be “proficient” in maintaining a rhythm (of 

sorts) on sandpaper blocks, and holding a beat (again of 

sorts) with the tambourine, the ratchet and the triangle.  

The “performance” of the Charlestown Half-Dozen 

moved the audience to sustained laughter.  
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Here are two more pictures of our virtuoso performance: 
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The next year Maestro Wolfe invited the Concert Series 

Coordinator herself to sit in with the BSB.  Who knew 

our very own Jennifer Tillet was an accomplished          

musician on the French horn?  She performed with the 

Baltimore Symphony Band in its June 10, 2014 concert in 

the John Erickson Conference Center.   Her flawless 

playing blended seamlessly into the BSB’s performance, 

and it moved the audience to sustained applause.   She 

should be welcomed back to again perform with the BSB.  

The Charlestown Half-Dozen?  Maybe not. 

The French horn section.  Jennifer Tillet is second from the left. 



 

Saturday Night Movies 

The first of the community-wide gatherings for  

Charlestown’s “Saturday Night Movies” occurred in the 

auditorium on January 8, 1994 through 

the efforts of resident Irene Hebert.  

Thanks to her, hundreds of residents 

filled the auditorium on Saturday 

nights for “date night” or to “go to 

the movies” with their gal-pals or    

buddies.  Irene made it a practice to 

contact anyone on campus who had 

video tapes or DVDs of popular movies, 

and she would call to borrow the film 

or disc to show on Saturday nights.   

Her idea became very popular, and she 

continued the “Saturday Night Movies” 

for four-and-a-half years.  

When Irene became unable to handle the 

showings any longer,  Joe Velenovsky stepped 

in to continue the 

Charlestown tra-

dition. He carried 

it on from mid-1998 

through the fall 

of 2005.  Then Jim 

Thompson and the 

Charlestown Film 

Library took over the popular   

Saturday night gatherings. 
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Irene Hebert 

Joe                

Velenovsky 

Ellen Morris representing the Charlestown Film 

Library at a  recent Fruits of Our Labor festival. 



 

The Continental Cinema 

Resident Lillian Barker began 

The Continental Cinema, the for-

eign movie program, with her 

first showing on January 9, 

1998.   She acquired these movies 

from her son, Michael Barker, 

the Co-President of Sony           

Pictures Classics.   

Lillian would appear on 

Charlestown Television on the 

Wednesday before the showing, 

which was on every second      

Friday of the month, and speak 

about the upcoming film plus 

show a short preview of it.     

During her film introductions at 

the  Friday night gatherings, Lillian would award a prize 

(usually to the person whose birthday came closest to 

one of the actors in that night’s presentation).  The last 

movie shown in the old auditorium was on December 3, 

2011, before it and the entire Edgewood building were 

closed for renovations.   

 The two programs (Saturday Night Movies and the          

Continental Cinema Program) then jointly moved to the 

Conference Center and then to City Lights until the   

newly renovated auditorium in Edgewood had its                 

re-opening on Friday, July 5, 2013.  Although both the    

Saturday Night Movies and the Continental Cinema have 

since been merged, Jim Thompson reminds us that they    

remain individual tributes to Irene Hebert and Lillian 

Barker. 
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Lillian Barker   at the 2014                    

Fruits of Our Labor Fair 



Charlestown Walking Club 

The Charlestown Walking Club in 1994 

The Charlestown Walking Club was organized by Mary 

and Sal Glorioso in 1994.  It meets in front of the fire-

place at the  Fireside  Restaurant every  Tuesday morning 

at 8 a.m., when 3 groups of walkers (slow, moderate and 

fast) now traverse the interior halls and bridges of 

Charlestown to complete a mile walk.  Nina Griffith has 

been the leader of the group since April of 2011, and Bob 

Jones became the co-leader in August of 2016.    
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The Charlestown Walking Club in 2014 



Charlestown Model Railroad Club 

The Charlestown Model Railroad 

Club chugged its way into existence in 

December, 1994, under the leadership 

of its first Head Conductor, Charles 

T. “Chuck” Anders.  He started with 

just a handful of charter members, 

but by the following August the    

membership slowly made its way to 14           

members.  On October 15, 1995 Chuck 

published the first three-page, hand-

written monthly club newsletter to 

the membership, and monthly meetings 

took place in the classroom in Build-

ing 2 (now the Art Room on Main 

Street), which is next door to the pre-

sent model railroad room.  The last monthly hand-

written club newsletter was handed out in September of 

’96, and October of ’96 saw the distribution of the first 

printed newsletter, which mentioned that members could 

order a monogram club patch for their engineer’s caps. 

In December of 1995 four train displays were set up 

across the campus to celebrate the first anniversary of 

the CMRR.  There was an: 

N Guage Display in the Terrace Room 

S Guage Display in the Fireside Lounge 

G Guage Display in the Short Line Café 

Z Guage Display in the Atrium Lounge 

In March, 1996 the model railroad set up another display 

in the Short Line Café display case to honor the fact that 

the Charlestown Model Railroad was patterned after 

the Short Line Railroad that ran through Catonsville 

(see pages 29 and 30). 
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Chuck Anders       

Early 1995 



The CMRR acquired its permanent home on Main Street on 

July 30, 1997, and is still in the same location some 20 

years later.  On August 28, 1997 the CMRR display room 

was formally named the “Chuck Anders Train Room” in 

honor of “our founder and guid-

ing spirit—our first Head Conduc-

tor…,” who had passed away that 

month. 

 

 

 

 

254 

CMRR Members in December, 2004 

Resident Dr. Loy Zimmerman was voted the CMRR Chief 

Physician in 2004.  He passed in October of 2008.  (You may 

remember him driving his restored antique Ford in the 

2002 Catonsville 4th of July Parade (see page 148) 

An article appeared in the December, 2014 issue of the   

Erickson Tribune about the CMRR club, along with a     

photo of Roberta Poulton and Gary 

Papritz, the current co-leaders of 

the model railroad.  She is the “Yard         

Master,” while he is the “Head         

Conductor.”  In the article, Roberta, 

who is a Catonsville native, said, “My 

father, grandfather and great 

grandfather all worked for the B&O Railroad.”  She is  

also  a fine historian, and well remembers the Short Line 

Railroad running through her hometown. 



Charlestown VFW Post 219 

The Veterans of Foreign Wars post at Charlestown, VFW 

Post 219, was officially formed on November 27, 1995, 

with 41 charter members who were all residents of the 

retirement community.  Resident Harper Griswold moved 

into Charlestown on April 29, 1994.  He 

was one of the founding members of the 

post, and had served as a 19-year-old 

seaman in the U. S. Navy at the D-Day 

landings at Normandy.   He was quoted 

in the January, 1996 issue of the 

Charlestown Times as saying: “After 

hundreds of veterans celebrated the 

50th anniversary of V-E Day and                

V-J Day (Victory in Europe Day and       

Victory in Japan Day) in 1994, I thought 

Charlestown would benefit by having its own VFW post.”  

Harper then went about recruiting potential members, 

and the new post was named in honor of the late Dr. 

Charles B. Frank, a former Charlestown resident and 

prisoner of war during World War II who survived the  

Bataan Death March, and overcame overwhelming odds 

to continue living.  First, he was 

among the 9,200 prisoners taken to 

Bataan by the Japanese in April of 

1942, but 1,600 of them died along 

the march.  He was then placed 

aboard a Japanese prison ship that 

was torpedoed and sunk by the       

Allies in September of 1944, and 

saved himself by swimming to shore, 

only one of 88 to survive the sink-

ing.  He was then placed on another 

prison ship bound for Japan in 1945.  

The daily diet of the prisoners on 

that  ship consisted  of just a  half a 
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Harper Griswold 

1944 

U. S. Army Colonel 

Charles B. Frank  



cup of rice and six teaspoons of water, resulting in the 

deaths of another 500 American prisoners.  Colonel 

Frank was finally liberated in Inchon, Korea on Septem-

ber 7, 1945, after being held as a prisoner of war for 3 

years, 4 months and 28 days.  He weighed just 83 pounds 

at the time of his release.  He and his wife, Rebecca,         

moved to Charlestown in 1992, and he passed away on   

November 9, 1995.  Rebecca, who was a lieutenant in the  

U. S. Army Nurses Corps and a volunteer at St. Agnes  

Hospital while she lived at Charlestown, passed away on 

August 10, 2015.   

Harper Griswold passed in his sleep on July 23, 2017. 
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Harper Griswold (center at the flagpole) and fellow members of 

VFW Post 219 lowering the United States Flag to half-mast at the 

September 11, 2003 memorial ceremony. 



 

As one might naturally expect in a retirement community, 

all of the Post 219 veterans ranged between 60+ and 

90+ years of age until U. S. Army Specialist Sylvia Moore 

joined the Post in Novem-

ber of 2016.  She works 

as a fitness instructor in 

the Charlestown Fitness 

Center, but in October of 

1993 the then 20-year-

old served as a truck   

mechanic and guard     

during the Battle of         

Mogadishu in Somalia.  
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VFW Post 219 Members immediately after the 2003 Flag Ceremony 

Sylvia Moore                                             

manning a machine gun 

in 1993 



Every year since its founding, Post 219 has conducted   

Memorial Day and Veterans Day ceremonies at Our Lady 

of the Angels Chapel for all the veterans living or work-

ing at Charlestown. 

Colonel Richard Rothwell 

Another special veteran I was fortunate enough to meet 

here at Charlestown was U. S. Marine Corps Colonel 

Richard B. Rothwell.  He and his wife, Becky, moved here 

in 2003, and I met him at the Veterans Day ceremony at the 

Chapel in 2011, but I had already known of his exploits 

from my time in the Marine Corps.  He served in both 

World War II and the Korean Conflict.   

As a Lieutenant Colonel he bravely 

led his men at the hard-fought land-

ing assaults on Saipan and Tinian in 

the summer of 1944, for which he  

received the Legion of Merit with 

the Combat Valor device.  He then 

became one of only seven of the 

original 24 battalion commanders 

to survive the entire 36-day Battle 

of Iwo Jima in February and  March 

of 1945.  There, for his leadership 

under fire, he was presented the    

Silver Star.   

He passed at 99 on 

May 7, 2012. 
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Marine Corps Colonel 

Richard B. Rothwell 

Capsule of the black volcanic sand gathered 

by Colonel Rothwell on the beach of Iwo Jima 

immediately after the historic battle. 



Pioneer Fountain 

According to Pioneer Resident Lieneke Van Opstal, John 

Erickson always intended to place a fountain in front of 

Building 1, which was renamed “Fountain Hill” when he 

converted the building’s numbers to new names (see page 

71).  As proof she offered these early photos  of the hole 

dug for the fountain that now sits out in front of         

Fountain Hill, which she filled with flowers until John 

was ready to install the fountain:  
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Fountain Hole (with and withoug flowers)                                                     

in front of Fountain Hill 



 

As it turned out, Lieneke’s flowers filled the hole for 

the fountain for several years before the fountain was   

ever installed because John and the Pioneer Residents 

had more pressing priorities, and Lieneke”s flowers kept 

the hole out of sight.  The fountain was finally erected 

on Charlestown’s 15th anniversary in 1998, and the 

bronze plaque at the base of the fountain reads: 

Dedicated to the 

CHARLESTOWN PIONEERS 

who shared their gifts 

to create a community 

that celebrates life. 
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Ernie and Jeri Mullinix 

Residents Ernie and Jeri Mullinix moved into 

Charlestown in 1998, and even though our campus has 

the look and feel of a pastoral setting, Ernie grew up in 

an even more rustic section of the state.  He was born 

and raised in Daisy, Maryland, a tiny crossroads town of 

about 30 residents that was located in Howard County.   

Daisy was about 2 miles away from Florence, 3 miles from 

Lisbon, 8 miles from Damascus, and 6 miles from Sunshine. 

261 

The Mullinix painting of downtown Daisy, Maryland circa 1930.    

Ernie is depicted as the little boy playing  with the dog in the road.  

As far as the Mullinix family was concerned, Daisy was 

“downtown”—the hub to the folks who lived nearby—and 

Baltimore, Washington and Frederick were distant         

suburbs.  (If you’ve ever watched the Andy Griffith Show 

on TV back in the 1960s, stopping in Daisy was like step-

ping back in time to the fictional town of Mayberry.)  As 

Ernie  remembered  it,  “The  town  consisted  of  a  general 



 

store, the large house next door, a one-room school 

house, and one other house across the way (road).”  That 

little school that Ernie and his two brothers and two    

sisters attended at various times from the ’20s through 

the ‘40s had no running water or electricity, but did have 

a pot belly wood-burning stove in the middle of the room.  

There were four rows of desks, two on each side of the 

stove, and a 5-shelf library.  Attendance peaked at about 

30 students for all seven grades.  Ernie said some went 

to college, including him, and he always felt he obtained 

a good education at the Daisy School.   

Ernie’s parents bought the general store in 1917, and his 

father’s brothers opened a garage across the way in the 

1920s.   

Ernie and Jeri met in 1956, and married in 1958.    
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Ernie and Jeri Mullinix                                     

with their children and grandchildren           

in 2012  



Erickson Walking Challenge 

Over the course of 16 years—beginning with 6 Erickson 

Living communities in 2000, and concluding with 17           

Erickson Living communities in 2015—the call went out 

every September for the annual Erickson Walking      

Challenge, where residents pitted themselves against 

each other in an inter-campus walking contest to deter-

mine which community had the most walkers, and which 

community could tally the greatest number of miles 

walked. 

263 

The Charlestown Walkers on September 1, 2012, 

minutes before the start of the 

Annual Erickson Walking Contest. 

Charlestown’s contingent of walkers celebrated its 

best finishes in the annual Walking Challenges in 2011 

(2nd place), 2012 (3rd place) and 2014 (1st place).  The 

practice of keeping comparative statistics of how               

individual walkers and Erickson communities fared 

against one another was eliminated in 2015 to downplay 

that increasingly competitive aspect of the annual event.    



Charles Earp 

Here we have a photo of Charles A. 

Earp, Jr. and Pamela Earp Young hold-

ing a picture of their distant cousin, 

famed western lawman, Wyatt Earp, in 

Charles’ apartment in the old Renais-

sance Gardens Building early in 2005.    

Charles was a Charlestown resident 

from July, 2001 through June, 2005, 

when he passed away.  His younger 

cousin, Pam, joined the Erickson            

Advantage marketing staff in 2004, and 

is now the Senior Director of Sales for the Medicare      

Advantage plan.   

Charles spent his career in human resources in the 

health care field.  He graduated from Johns Hopkins     

University, where he also did post-graduate work in  

American history.  During his distinguished career after 

retirement, he authored numerous articles  and several 

books about the Civil War.  His books included: Mary-

landers in Blue: The Artillery and The Cavalry and These 

Honored Dead. 

At 22 in 1938 he accompanied his grand-

father to the 75th Gettysburg reunion 

of Civil War veterans, where he record-

ed their remembrances for this book.   

Copies of all his books are in the Ruth 

Houck Library. 

In addition to his historical research and 

writing, Charles was instrumental in     

expanding Charlestown’s Pet Lover’s 

Program.    
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Suzanne Levitt 

Suzanne Levitt moved into Charlestown in 2003.  She is an 

accomplished artist who both sculpts and paints, and 

this is the entranceway  into her apartment home.  All of 

the art on display in her entrance hall are her own crea-

tions.  She began painting in her 20s, and sculpting in her 

50s, and her artistic talents are 

quite a contrast to her educa-

tional background.  She holds a 

bachelor’s degree in pre-med and 

a master’s in biology, and origi-

nally planned on attending     

medical school.   

She met her future husband, 

Milt, on a blind date in high 

school, and the two married in 

1955, after he served 2 years in 

the U. S. Army.  Then her focus 

shifted, and she obtained a 

teaching certificate in “All       

Sciences,” and took a position 

teaching high schoolers.   

Her husband of 53 years passed away in 2008, but              

Suzanne continued to stay busy.  In addition to her art, 

she served on Charlestown’s Residents’ Council for six 

years, and participated in “Operation Welcome Home” 

from 2006 to 2012, where she organized groups of         

residents to go to the airport to greet U. S. service men 

and women returning from their overseas deployments.   

In 2010 she was inducted into the Maryland Senior          

Citizens Hall of Fame. 

(Her son-in-law, Gary Applebaum, was hired by John           

Erickson in 1984 as Charlestown’s first Medical                

Director.) 
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Here is a sampling of Suzanne Levitt’s art work: 
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Displaying her sculpting creations at the 

2013 Charlestown Art Show 

Loving (African Wonder Stone) LeFleur (carrara Crystal) 

The Walrus (Soapstone) One of her Paintings 



Charlestown Film Library 

Jim Thompson started the film     

library in June of 2003, when he 

accepted Ed Gelmacher’s superb 

collection of over 2,000 films on 

behalf of the residents of our   

retirement community.  The films were recorded on 800 

VHS video tapes, and room was found for them in the Ruth 

Houck Library.  Then, on October 1, 2003 Jim opened the 

collection to the residents on the honor system—just 

pick out a tape, fill out a card and take the tape with you.  

Not quite a year later, on September 8, 2004, Co-Chairs 

Jim Thompson and Lillian Barker announced the grand 

opening of the Charlestown Film Library in its own     

quarters with 2,300 titles of movies in stock on either 

VHS video tape or DVD (digital video discs).  By the follow-

ing April they reported that the film library had               

acquired another 1,000 tapes and discs from 70 donors.   

In September of 2006 Lillian and Jim reported that the 

number of resident donors now exceeded 130, who had 

given many more hundreds of tapes and discs to the Film 

Library.  The two also announced that Charlestown     

residents had borrowed the 20,000th tape or disc 

“exactly one month after the Digital Library’s fourth 

birthday, on October 6, 2008, at 11:14 a.m.”  Jim and Lillian 

also said that the 20,000th “check-out” went to resident 

Charles Boyer, who was presented with a gift certificate 

to celebrate the occasion.  Another gift certificate was 

presented  to  residents  Anna  and  Larry  Newhouse  for  
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Residents Lillian Barker and Jim 

Thompson at the Grand Opening of the 

Charlestown Film Library on             

September 8, 2004.  



coming closest to guessing the exact time of the 20,000th 

borrowing.  They guessed 11:19 a.m. on October 6, 2008, 

“only five minutes off the actual time.”   

Charlestown is now a smoke-free community, but as a his-

torical note, the premises for the first Film Library were 

“in the old Smoking Room” opposite the Terrace Room 

(now a small television and game room).  By the time of the 

move from the Ruth Houck Library in 2004 the last of the 

VHS tapes had been transferred to DVDs, so that the       

library now consists of all digital recordings, some 

1,300 of them.  Lillian Barker passed away on June 17, 

2012, but Jim and his staff continue to actively operate 

the Film Library, which moved from its old location “in 

the old Smoking Room” to its current spot right next 

door to the Ruth Houck Library in February of 2014. 

Lon and Evelyn Chesnutt 

The Chesnutts moved to Charlestown 

in 2005, and since their arrival            

immersed themselves in a variety of 

projects.  Prior to coming Lon was the 

pastor at Hiss Methodist Church in 

Parkville, Maryland, and had served 

in the ministry for 35 years.  The two 

married in 1961, and have a son named 

David.  As a child Evelyn had taken 

tap, ballet and piano lessons while 

growing up in Ridgewood, New Jersey.  

She had first majored in music in college before switch-

ing to psychology and sociology.  Lon and all the other 

boys in the small town of Holdenville, Oklahoma took tap 

dancing lessons from Lon’s stepmother. 

Evelyn became the music director of Charlestown’s 

choir,  The Harmonizers,  in 2010,  and Lon is still active in      
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the ministry.  Both rose to instant fame in 2011 in 

Charlestown’s “Dancing with the Stars” Contest, which 

paired a resident and a staff member together.  Evelyn 

and previous Associate Executive Director Vin Bankowski 

captured third place in the contest, while Lon and         

former Assisted Living staff member Pamela Silverman 

captured the Mirror Ball Trophy.  In the process the 

Chesnutts and their dance partners raised the most 

funds to benefit Charlestown’s Benevolent Care Fund. 
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Governor William Donald Schaefer 

Another distinguished resident of Charlestown was      

Maryland’s 58th Governor, William Donald Schaefer.  He 

moved into Charlestown in 2008 (see page 66). 

Governor Schaefer served in the U. S. Army from 1942 to 

1946, then stayed in the Army Reserves after the war and 

retired a full colonel in 1979.  He served on the Balti-

more City Council from 1955 to 1967.  Next, he served as 

President of the City Council from 1967 to 1971.  He then 

served as Mayor of Baltimore City from 1971 to 1987, and 

as   Governor from 1987 to 1995.  The Governor then took 

off a term before serving as Comptroller of Maryland 

from 1999 to 2007. 
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Charlestown residents Governor 

Schaefer and Ron Rogers in 2010. 

William Donald Schaefer was extremely popular as both 

Mayor and Governor, and his legacy included construc-

tion of Oriole Park at Camden Yards, Ravens Stadium and 

the light rail line.  Charlestown resident Ron Rogers 

worked on his staff when he was Mayor, while resident 

Dawn Strumsky served as a volunteer for him when he 

was Mayor.  After he became Governor he appointed 

Dawn to his executive staff, and shortly thereafter     

promoted her to Program Coordinator of the “Maryland 

You Are Beautiful” Program.  The Governor passed away 

in 2011.   

 

Governor Schaefer purchasing a “Maryland You Are 

Beautiful” necktie from Dawn Strumsky at a promo-

tional event at Harborplace in Baltimore in 1989. 



Bronze Statues on the Charlestown Campus 

Several bronze statues were erected on the campus by 

the Celebration Planning Committee with the approach 

of Charlestown’s 25th anniversary in 2008.  The first 

was the statue of John Erickson sitting on a bench, 

which is situated in front of Fountain Hill.   The bronze 

plaque on top of the adjacent wall reads: 

John C. Erickson 

His vision and pioneering spirit created 

Charlestown Retirement Community in 1983. 

John continues to challenge our society 

to create a more active quality of life 

for seniors and enhance  

connection, engagement, innovation  

and achievement across the generations. 

Charlestown Community 

25th Anniversary 

May 2008 
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Over a number of years now—

no one seems sure how many—a 

secretive band of residents 

who live in either Fountain 

Hill (Building 1) or Maple     

Terrace (Building 2), or both, 

have taken to dressing the 

statue of John Erickson 

(which is on the previous page) 

in outfits that coincide with 

various holidays throughout 

the year.  He’s been decked 

out in red, white and blue for 

the 4th of July, and the     

wearing of the green for St. 

Patrick’s Day.  Here he is this 

past holiday season (2017). 

 

 

 

Statue of 

Boy and Girl  

Reading 

on a Bench 

 

In front of  

The Dorsey Center 

 

This statue is dedicated to the first 25 

years of Charlestown Residents and Staff 

living together, sharing their gifts and    

celebrating life. 

December 2008 
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“Wilma” 

Statue of a 

Girl Planting 

Flowers 

 

 

 

In front of 

Cross Creek  Station  

 

 

We could not find the dedication plaque or a purpose 

for this statue, but several residents remember seeing 

this statue at various places around the campus.  Mary 

Evans confirmed that for a while this statue was moved 

to different locations on a monthly basis so that the 

residents could call in to the TV Station to report on 

“Where’s Wilma” sightings.  

In addition to the bronze statues the Celebration      

Planning Committee for the 25th anniversary in 2008  

decided to make several purchases to enhance life in 

the various neighborhoods around the campus.  They 

were:  

A baby grand piano in October 2007 for the Cross Creek Lobby 

A jukebox in February 2008 for the Fountain Hill Cafe  

A Wii console and TV in March 2008 for the                                                

St. Charles Reading Room  

Another jukebox in August 2008 for Renaissance Gardens 

Other Wii consoles and TVs in August 2008 for the                            

other TV rooms around campus  

(Five years later another baby grand piano in January 2013      

when the Fireside Lounge opened) 



Sally Pound 

Sally Pound became a resident 

of Charlestown in 2008.  She 

was born Sally Rheineck in Mil-

waukee, where she graduated 

from Mount Mary College with 

a major in social studies.  She 

then spent her career in ad-

vertising.  In 2007 she changed 

her surname to Pound to  hon-

or a long-time friend who 

passed away from a rare        

disease.   

A  year after she arrived at Charlestown, she teamed up 

with Mary Ann Ressler, and the two co-founded the        

Dining Ambassadors Program to set up dinner dates        

between established residents and those who were new 

to the campus to ease their transition into the community.  

She and Mary Ann recently (in 2017) turned the program 

over to a new set of resident volunteers.  Also, she was a 

volunteer from 2009 to 2014 on the Liberty Ship, the John 

W. Brown, which is docked as a floating museum at the     

Inner Harbor in Baltimore.  Since her arrival, Sally has 

sung in both the Catholic and Protestant choirs in Our 

Lady of the Angels Chapel, and also served as a Sales   

Ambassador for Charlestown.  

Now let’s see what makes Sally not only unusual but 

unique amongst her Charlestown neighbors.  Her family 

history may in all probability be the oldest documented 

one here.  Prior to changing her last name it was the 

same as the name of a castle in Germany: Castle 

Rheineck, which was owned by her ancestors for many 

hundreds of years.    
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Sally Pound in her apartment 

home in 2014. 
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Castle Rheineck 

Castle Rheineck was built in 1044, almost a thousand 

years ago, and sits about 600 feet above the Rhine River, 

just a short distance from its confluence with the         

Moselle River.  The oldest part of the castle is the 

“keep” at the left, as the portion to the right was             

destroyed in 1153, but then rebuilt and refurbished      

several times over the ensuing years.  The castle sold in 

2013 for 16.8 million dollars to an internet guru, but   

unfortunately it had left Sally’s family’s hands a couple 

of hundred years ago.  Still, it’s a safe bet that her fami-

ly history could well be the oldest here at Charlestown.  

Now we come to the portion of her family history about 

which Sally had no inkling.  It is the ancient castle’s       

remote link to Charlestown.  I briefly described (see 

page 51) how St. Charles Seminary, and hence 

Charlestown, came to be named after Cardinal Charles 

Borromeo (or Cardinal Carlo Borromeo as he was known 

in Italian). 



In the process of confirming Sally’s 

facts about the family castle, I stumbled 

upon a German internet site that men-

tioned St. Karl Borromaeus Kapelle (or 

St. Carl Borromeo Chapel in English.    

Also, Carl in Italian translates to 

Charles in English.)  This small chapel 

was erected in 1718 in the tiny village 

that sits in the shadow of the castle—an 

odd but interesting connection between 

Sally’s ancestral home and her current 

home next to Our Lady of the Angels 

Chapel.  Sally was accurate with her 

family’s history as she told it to me, but 

she had never known of the chapel connection, and it             

delighted me to bring it to her attention.  

Commander John Fahey 

Navy Commander John Fahey is also in the ranks of those 

special veterans who live here.  He and his wife, Barbara, 

moved to Charlestown in January of 2010.    

John joined the United States Navy in 1943 and, after his 

training, was originally assigned as the pilot of a K-class 

blimp, scouring the Atlantic Ocean for Nazi submarines 

during World War II.  After the conclusion of hostilities, 

he stayed in the Navy, taught himself Russian, then             

became the Director of the Navy’s Language School  
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Rheineck 

Borromaeus 

Kapelle 

 

Lieutenant Commander John Fahey 

and his language students with 

Senator John Kennedy at the Navy 

Language School in 1960. 
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Then came John’s most dangerous assignment.  He was   

stationed as a member of the U.S. Military Delegation        

attached to the Soviet Army behind the Iron Curtain in 

East Germany during the Cold War in the mid-1960s.  

There, he went from one cat-and-mouse covert mission to 

the next in his attempts to gather military intelligence 

against both the Soviet military and the East 

German Secret Police, the Stasi.  In his             

attempts to shake off the tails assigned to 

follow him, he was shot at, run off the road, 

and detained for long periods of time, but as 

he detailed in his book, License to Spy, he ac-

complished some highly dangerous missions in 

very restricted areas.  His book is in the Ruth 

Houck Library, and reads like a James Bond novel.  

 

Navy Commander John Fahey                    

being presented the                           

Army Accommodation Medal         

for his extraordinary service 

while attached to the                   

United States Military Delegation 

serving in East Germany   

You may  recall that John and his wife, Barbara, also      

exhibit in the Charlestown Art Shows (see pages 200 and 

212), and that he has a television show called                    

Unforgettable Moments (see page 221). 

 

Nina Griffith 

Nina Griffith, a retired elementary school principal, 

moved into Charlestown in 2010, and many of the resi-

dents and staff know her as a diehard Baltimore Orioles  



 

Nina Griffith 
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fan.   She  proudly   dons   the   team’s  orange   and   black 

colors not only to attend games, but even when she 

watches “The Birds” on TV.  And talk about Orioles memo-

rabilia, take a look around her home.  It’s everywhere!  

She states she’s probably been a fan all her life, but 

knows she has been “an avid fan” for at least the past 35 

years.  She also states that she is “a fan no matter what.”  

She made her point by saying, “Some years they’re really 

good, and some years I’m just a fan, but no matter what, 

they’re my boys.” 

 

Captain Mickey Petrick 

 

Mary Ann Petrick, who her friends know as Mickey, also 

moved into Charlestown in 2010.  Her nickname, Mickey, 

comes from her maiden name, which was Michelitch.  Back 

in 2011 she and her sometimes dining partner, Agnes      

Reisenweber, would eat on occasion with Dawn and me in 

the Shortline Café, but more about Agnes later. 



Mickey grew up as one of 12 children in the coal fields of 

West Virginia during the Great Depression.  Her father 

was a coal miner, and even in good economic times her 

family had a hard time “making ends meet.”  They lived in a 

company town called Pierce, and the miners were not 

paid in cash, but in company script that could only be 

“spent” in the company store, where its value could be   

manipulated against them. 

She told us that as a youngster growing up in that envi-

ronment, the only cash money kids could make was by    

picking blackberries, and she and her friends “really 

picked.”   

So one day while browsing through the Sears, Roebuck 

catalog, which folks throughout the country back then       

referred to as “The Wish Book,” she saw an ad for a bicy-

cle.  The bike cost only $5, and she had 

saved that much from picking and pick-

ing.  Mickey showed the picture to her 

parents and asked if she could order it.  

Her parents were immigrants from     

Slovenia in central Europe,  and did not 

understand that the bicycle required a 

down payment of $5, and then monthly 

installments until the balance was paid 

off.  But Mickey had saved her money, 

and they wanted their daughter to have 

her bicycle, so it was ordered.   

The beautiful, shiny bicycle arrived by train, sent from 

the Sears national warehouse in Chicago, and its arrival 

made Mickey the sensation of Pierce, the more so because 

she shared her bike.  She shared it and she shared it.  Not 

only did she share it with all her brothers and sisters, 

but with all her other friends around town as well.        

Also, Pierce’s roads were not paved.  They were rutted  

country dirt roads with plenty of potholes. 
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Soon the dunning letters began to arrive, but Mickey and 

her siblings could only pick blackberries in season and 

they had no other money.  So a Sears representative came 

to Pierce to repossess the bicycle when they did not mail 

in the installment payments.  By then however—in only 

months—the bike was worn out by being constantly         

subjected to the dirt roads of Pierce. 

In what was a very hard move on her part, the enterpris-

ing but physically diminutive young lady left her family in 

1941 to come to Baltimore to attend the University of 

Maryland Nursing School.  The town doctor, Dr. Bolton, 

had mentored Mickey from a young age after she                

expressed to him that she wanted to become a nurse when 

she grew up.  He also wanted to pay her tuition, but      

Mickey’s sister, Freda, six years her senior, helped her   

because they did not feel it would be right to let Dr.     

Bolton pay her way. 

The five-foot-one-inch Mickey, who hardly weighed more 

than a hundred pounds, graduated from nursing school 

in the spring of 1944, and as a U.S. Army Nurse, 2nd Lt. 

Mary Ann Michelitch went over the side of a troop 

transport ship carrying a full pack to land on the     

beaches of Normandy to minister to the wounded U.S.    

soldiers shortly after the D-Day landings.   

Her most vivid memories of the war are of slogging 

through the ever present mud, and the incessant noise 

and rumble of artillery fire.  She spent most of her war         

living in a tent as a battle-hardened first lieutenant who 

worked in a field hospital set up in another tent.  She 

stayed on active duty after the war and retired a captain.   

Today Mickey feels she is living the good life and is happy 

and healthy at 96.  
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The 164th General Hospital Group in France in 1945.                         

1st Lt. Mickey Petrick is kneeling third from the left.  

The Muddy 164th 



Marty King 

Marty King is another very interesting resident who made 

Charlestown her home when she moved in in 2012.  She 

was at the forefront of the Women’s Liberation Move-

ment in the 1950s and ‘60s.  After two years at Florida 

State, she moved to New York City in 1956, where she met 

Glen Robinson at a party.  He was the president and CEO 

of Scientific Atlantic, a budding electronics company 

that was attempting to find its footing at the start of the 

electronics boom.  In 1958, after a series of short-term 

jobs in New York, Marty accepted a job offer from Glen 

as a secretary to write and edit instructional manuals 

for the firm’s clients.  Scientific Atlantic was still in the 

throes of its start-up, and Glen told her they might not 

be able to write her paycheck every month, but he would 

fix up an apartment in his house where she could live with 

his family.  The job sounded very interesting, so she took 

it, moved in with his family, and many times took her earn-

ings in the form of stock options.   
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Marty King right at home in Scientific Atlantic’s tight quarters,   

inside what was then a man’s world.   This was when the start-up 

only had 20 employees, 19 of whom were male.  



Marty worked closely with the chief engineer to create 

the firm’s instructional manuals and, at the same time, 

went to night school to finish her BS in Marketing.  In 

1961 she was promoted to Customer Service Manager. 

Besides her willingness to work 

long, hard hours and her innate 

curiosity, Marty believed a small 

part of the reason she fit in back 

in those days prior to women’s 

liberation in the marketplace 

was that her first name was 

spelt with a “y,” and she dealt 

satisfactorily with many custom-

ers by mail because they assumed 

they were dealing with a man.  However, as soon as many 

of them heard her voice on the telephone, they would      

demand to speak with someone “in authority.”  Neverthe-

less, she prevailed. 

By 1970 Marty had become one of 

the corporate officers of the     

company, the Corporate Secretary.  

She had earned a master’s at night, 

and the organization had grown 

from 20 to 2,000 employees.  The 

firm then “went public” when it was 

listed for trading on the New York 

Stock Exchange.  On the day that 

Scientific Atlantic was listed, she joined her fellow        

officers to ring the bell on the exchange floor.  After-

wards, she joined the others on their way to the stock   

exchange dining room for their listing luncheon, but was 

refused admittance because she was a woman.  So her    

fellow officers stood with her, and they all left                

together.   
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Marty Demonstrating an 

antenna pattern recorder 



The former Marty Bethune married her husband, Sam 

King, in 1972.  She was one of those hard-working women 

who broke through the “glass ceiling” and paved the way   

closer to workplace equality.  

She and Sam moved to Maryland in 1994 and settled in St. 

Michael’s on the Eastern Shore, but in 1999 relocated to 

Baltimore City.  Sam passed in 2006, and six years later 

she left her house in the Fells Point section of Baltimore  

to move to Charlestown.  She finds life here “very uplift-

ing,” and states she’s been happy from the moment she     

arrived. 

Field of Honor 

 

 

 

The first Charlestown Field of Honor was set up over 

the Memorial Day weekend of 2013 through the collabo-

rative efforts of Dan Simons of Hubbard Funeral Home 

and Jim Antonakos, the former Charlestown Philan-

thropy Director.   

Two years later Dawn and I aired an episode of Our 

Charlestown Neighbors on Channel 972, featuring Dan  

and the Field of Honor.  In the episode, Dan explained how 

he first came upon a Field of Honor, several years prior, 

while driving through Waterloo, New York, the birth-

place of our country’s Memorial Day celebration. He said 
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Panoramic View of The Charlestown Field of Honor                        

taken by resident Rosemary Erdman 

(The original photograph hangs in the lobby of              

Charlestown Square) 



”I stopped because I was taken aback at how awesome the 

Field looked.  It impressed me so much I gathered as much 

information as I could and filed it away until I could find 

a place worthy of such a display. 

“The day I saw the front field of Charlestown, I had an ah

-ha moment.  So I made an appointment to meet with Jim     

Antonakos, the Philanthropy Director, to outline the 

idea, and in the March, 2013, issue of The Sunburst he       

allowed me to send an open letter to the residents of 

Charlestown about holding the inaugural Field of       

Honor event.  The idea was to assemble and raise 500 U.S. 

Flags as a tribute to our veterans, then have people in 

the area sponsor individual flags in memory of, or as a   

salute to, their friends or family members who served in 

the Armed Forces of the United States.” 

Dan remained the guiding force     

behind Charlestown’s Field of 

Honor.  Every year out of a sense 

of civic pride and respect for our 

country’s veterans Dan brought   

together dozens of Charlestown 

volunteers with many volunteers 

f r o m  t h e  s u r r o u n d i n g                      

Catonsville area to assemble and 

raise row upon row of U. S. flags 

across the sweeping field at the 

entrance to our retirement         

community. 

Beginning in February of each year and continuing 

through the Memorial Day holiday, setting up the field    

involved a large amount of coordinated planning and     

execution to ensure  a  successful  event.      
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Dan Simons demonstrating 

to residents Betty and Joe 

Durkin how to assemble 

and secure the flags to 

the flagpoles. 



It took large groups of residents and outside volunteers 

to inspect all the flags from the previous year to retire 

and replace those that had become worn, to attach the 

5x7 flags to poles, to pound rebar into the ground to 

mount the flagpoles, and to man the information tent in 2

-hour segments for 12 hours a day over the course of the 

event. 
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Volunteer Program Coordi-

nator Kathleen Hart and 

long-time resident volun-

teer Tony Ellis making an 

instructional film in 2017 

for new volunteers to the 

Field of Honor program. 

The first Charlestown Field 

of Honor in 2013 contained 

500 United States Flags.  In 

2014, the Field was expanded 

to 1,000 U.S. Flags, and a fire-

works display was added to 

the program. Then from 2014 

through 2017 the Field re-

mained at 1,000 flags and the 

fireworks display was re-

tained.  In 2015 a 5K (3.1 mile) 

race plus food trucks were 

added to the event.  However, 

the footrace was eliminated 

after 2016 to maintain a more 

dignified setting, but the food 

trucks were kept to accommodate the large crowds by 

then converging on Charlestown to stroll through the 

flags, to read the veterans’ tags attached to them, and 

to watch the fireworks.  
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2014 marked the 70th anniversary of the D-Day invasion in 

June of 1944.  So the special guests of honor for that 

year’s Field of Honor celebration were Charlestown’s 

survivors from the Allied invasion forces at Normandy.  

They were (from left to right) residents Howard   

McNamara, William Doyle, Robert Falter and Harper 

Griswold.   

Standing over their shoulders (to the upper right) are  

former Philanthropy Director Jim Antonakos and event      

organizer  Dan Simons.     



Field of Honor Race 

The first annual Field of Honor Race at Charlestown 

was a 5K or 3.1-mile footrace that was run on a course 

that circled two-plus laps of the campus, including a lap 

around Lake Charles.  It was conducted at 7 p.m. on         

Friday evening, May 22, 2015, and attracted 64 runners.  

The overall winners were Maegan McLaughlin, 25, of 

Halethorpe, and Joseph Peacock, 20, of Silver Spring.  

The overall Charlestown resident winners were Sara 

Nixon, 68, and John Strumsky, 75.  Sara was also 2nd in 

the 60 to 69 age group, while John won the 70 to 79 age 

group.  Julie Homans, 20, of Dining Services, and Neale 

Glinowiecki, 30, from the Sales Department were the 

overall Charlestown staff 

winners.  

The second annual Field of 

Honor Race was held at 9 

a.m. on Saturday morning, 

May 28, 2016, and attracted 

65 runners.  Joseph Peacock, 

21, of Silver Spring, repeated 

as the overall male winner, 

while Laura Murray, 27, of 

Elkridge, was the new over-

all female winner.  Sara     

Nixon, 69, repeated as the 

overall female Charlestown 

resident winner, and that 

year she also won the 60 to 

69 age group.  John Strumsky, 

however, did not race in 2016 

because he wanted to retire 

on top, but admitted that if he 

had raced and did not win he 

would have felt compelled to keep returning until he 

won the   residents’ category again, which might be never.    
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Sara Nixon and John Strumsky  

Charlestown Resident Winners                                         

2015 Field of Honor Race  



In the Charlestown Staff category of the race, Emily 

Fowler from the Philanthropy Department and Jim Hawes 

from the Sales Department were the overall female and 

male winners for 2016.  The Charlestown Field of Honor 

Race was only run in 2015 and 2016. 

 

Charlestown 30th Anniversary Celebration 

The 30th anniversary celebration of the founding of 

Charlestown was held on June 12, 2013 in the newly     

renovated Charlestown Square Lobby, with over a       

thousand people in attendance.  The speakers at the               

ceremony included Executive Director Clara Parker, 

Founder John Erickson, Charlestown Board Chairman 

Chip Gamble, and resident and original board member 

Carroll Yingling.   
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Clara Parker John Erickson 
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Chip Gamble Carroll Yingling 

Jackie Graham 

Jackie Graham is another of Charlestown’s 

special residents.  She moved here in 2013, 

and continued her quest of helping those in 

need.  She served on the Residents’ Council, 

helped with the Treasure Sales, acted in the 

Charlestown Follies, and brings carryout 

dinners to those of her neighbors who can’t get out.  She 

and I share some of the same educational background.  

We both attended Clifton Park Junior High School and 

Mergenthaler Vocational-Technical High School in the 

city, but she was a few years behind me.   

She went to work as a health insurance claims adjustor 

right out of high school and retired 47 years later.  She 

then studied for the ministry for three years and, for the 

past 12 years, has served as a minister in the Church of 

the Delightful Blessing, which is located in the chapel   

inside Good Samaritan Hospital in the city.  Her congrega-   



 

tion consists of hospital patients in wheelchairs, and TV 

newscaster Stan Sanders is a lay speaker in her church.  

She also mentors older women here at Charlestown who 

have been recently widowed. 

 

Terrace Café Renovations 

 

The gutting, expansion and rebuilding of the Terrace    

Café took place in September, 2013: 

  

292 

The extension and patio built onto the rear of the   

Terrace Café in 2013 
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New 

interior 

entrance 

 

 

New 

Bar and  

TV 

area 

 

 

 

 

New 

Food 

Service 

area 



Pilot Polly White 

Polly White moved into Charlestown in April of 2014, but 

she was another prospective resident who had spent 12 

years on Charlestown’s priority list.  Her background 

was privileged.  She is descended from the Pilgrims, and 

her ancestors belonged to the DAR, the Daughters of the 

American Revolution.  This is a painting of her family home 

in Murray Hill, New Jersey: 
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And this is a painting of her family’s summer home, which 

sat on the shore of the St. Lawrence River, on the     

boundary between upstate New York and Canada: 



During the Great Depression, Polly’s family suffered the 

fate of so many others.  They lost everything, and Polly 

ended up taking s secretarial job with the Federal        

Government in Washington, D. C.   

During lunch one day with two girlfriends, she heard of 

the WASPs, the Women’s Army Service Pilots, so at 23   

Polly joined up.  She earned her wings in June of 1942.  

The purpose of 

the Women’s Army 

Service Pilots 

unit was to ferry 

newly manufac-

tured airplanes 

from the plants 

where they were 

made to the initial 

duty stations, and 

also to tow tar-

gets for aerial 

gunnery prac-

tice.  This, in turn, 

would free up more male pilots for combat duty over-

seas.  

Polly said 1,075 women earned their wings in this pro-

gram, and that freed up a corresponding number of men.  

Thirty-eight of the women died either while towing          

targets or in crashes along their air routes.  Polly is now 

99. 
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Polly White Climbing into the Cockpit   of 

one of her planes. 

Congressional Gold Medal 

presented to Polly and the 

other Women Service Pilots 

in 2009, five years before 

P o l l y  m o v e d  i n t o 

Charlestown. 



 

Eugenia High 
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A  s m a l l  g a t h e r i n g  o f 

Charlestown residents in 2017 

sharing some coffee and good-

will.  They are (from left to 

right): Ed Hastry, Stella 

Brodeur,  Eugenia High, Mary Lou 

Hastry, and an obviously funny 

but  unidentified resident with his 

back to the camera. 

Resident Eugenia High finally moved into Charlestown in 

May of 2014.  She also  spent 12 years on the priority list 

(of people who have committed to moving in in the future).   

Even more, she volunteered for several months over in 

Renaissance Gardens before moving in so that she could 

personally judge the quality of the assisted living care.  

Eugenia is yet another of those who immersed herself in a      

variety of activities.  She utilizes the fitness center and 

the pool, and is in the Walking Club.  I’ve seen her            

calendar, and it remains crammed.   She is on the Nature 

Trail Committee, the Resident Life Committee, in the ELLIC 

senior learning group, a Treasure Sale volunteer, and 

helps with Girl Scouts and other groups.   

 We met her two months after she moved in, at the 

Charlestown Follies rehearsals.  I remembered her well 

(unfortunately for her) because she stood directly in 

front of me in the chorus, and every time Ray Mills, the   

director, had each of us wave our hands in various unsyn-

chronized and discombobulated directions as we were 

singing (see picture on next page), I’d bump the bun in the 

back  of  her  hair.  That  went  on for weeks, and at first I 



kept apologizing because I really didn’t mean to do it.  As 

time went on, however, I sort of felt like a big brother 

teasing his little sister, and some of those bumps may or 

may not have been accidental.   
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Early in 2015 Eugenia also began a series of travelogues 

on Charlestown television, which later in the year        

became a show called The Joy of Travel.  

The Charlestown Follies 

  

Director Ray Mills explaining his vision for the  Charlestown Follies 



Staff and residents blended seamlessly in the summer-

time sensation of 2014—The Charlestown Follies!   

Resident Ray Miles, who had an extensive background in 

musical theater, put out a casting call early in March, 

and the response by residents and staff was exhilarat-

ing.  Dozens of singers, dancers, actors, and writers 

showed up and, within the month, skits were being devel-

oped, songs and scripts written, and rehearsals were   

under way.  
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Two groups of the many singers who joined the cast and chorus. 
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A few of the dancers who signed on 

for the show. 

Our own Charlestown Brass Plus One volunteered its            

services and was joined by pianist Nancy Wehr.  The         

resident quartet was composed of Paul Bagley, Ben Bulla,  

William Sarraf, and Fred Wolf.  Resident Betty Winyall   

became the mistress of ceremonies. 

 

 

Charlestown Brass Plus One   

with Nancy Wehr 

Betty      

Winyall 

Live performances of the Follies ran on July 18, 19 and 

20, 2014.  All the performances sold out, playing to 

packed houses.  The proceeds were donated to the Staff 

Appreciation Fund.   
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Early singing rehearsal 

with Gene and Charlotte 

Langbehn 

Early skit rehearsal with             

Elzata Murphy and Jack Coster in 

”Parking Space” 

In the show residents Gene and Charlotte Langbehn sang 

a duet of “I Love You a Bushel and a Peck,” while                

residents Elzata Murphy and Jack Coster sang and       

performed a song and skit entitled “Parking Space.”  The 

show was alive with such songs as “Where the Eggs Are,” 

sung to the tune of “Where the Boys Are;” “Charlestown, 

Charlestown,” sung to the tune of “New York, New York;” 

“Erickson,” sung to the tune of “Harrigan;” and “Parking 

Space,” sung to the tune of “Baby Face.” 

Under the masterful leadership of Director Miles, skits 

included: “The Kramdens at the Charlestown Sales        

Office,” “The Charlestown Medical Center,” “Roles         

Reversed in The Fireside Dining Room,” “Parking Space,”  

“Conversations with Clara,” and “An Email from God.” 

  



4444 

301 

Sold-out Performances of the Charlestown Follies  

Opening Number—Roy Baum singing “Charlestown, Charlestown”  
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Local theater star Chuck Dick, and residents E. J. Urbas, Jackie 

Graham and Jeanne Mewshaw in “The Kramdens at the 

Charlestown Sales Office” 

Residents Ruth McCullough, Sondra Tucker and Don 

Schiller in “The Charlestown Medical Center” 
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Staff members Chris Mitchel, Denise Handy,                     

Jennie Mattes and John Christensen in                            

“Roles Reversed in the Fireside Dining Room”  

 Residents Sondra Tucker, Suzanne Levitt                       

 and Betty Brown-Young in                                                           

“Roles Reversed in the Fireside Dining Room” 

(Skit by John Christensen) 
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Then Assistant Executive Director Vin Bankoski and   

Executive Director Clara Parker in                   

“Conversations with Clara” 

Jack Jackson Tap 

Dancing Routine 

Phyllis Lansing               

Poetry Reading 



 

 

 

God (Executive Director Clara           

Parker) delivering the ten                    

commandments to Moses 

(Resident John Strumsky) by 

email rather than by stone 

tablets.  (Skit written by John 

Strumsky.) 

 

 

Imagine, if you will, that instead of    

being born 3,500 years ago, the Bibli-

cal leader known as Moses was born 

100 years ago, and moved to 

Charlestown at the time it opened  31 

years ago—which coincidentally—was 

just after the start of the personal 

computer boom; and that God is trying 

to lead Moses and his people—the    

senior citizens—out of the desert of 

computing darkness.      
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Resident cast members Don Schiller, John Strumsky,                                    

Betty Brown-Young and Elzata Murphy leading                     

the audience in singing “Charlestown, We Love You” to 

conclude the Follies performance 

Resident Jerry Hodge singing “Sunrise, Sunset” 



 

ALS Ice Bucket Challenge 

A group of 16 Charlestown resi-

dents participated in the ALS Ice 

Bucket Challenge held at the back 

of the Charlestown Square pool     

area on August 14, 2014, and in the 

process raised close to $1,200 for 

ALS research.  A week later          

residents at the Brooksby Village 

Erickson community in Peabody, 

Massachusetts responded to the 

Charlestown challenge.  Then the following week Erick-

son’s executive team at Seabrook in Tinton Falls, New 

Jersey rose to the occasion and doused themselves with 

ice water to raise funds to combat ALS.  
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Dawn and John Strumsky 

prior to the ALS                 

Ice Bucket Challenge 

John Strumsky Leading Charlestown’s                                                    

ALS Ice Bucket Challenge on August 14, 2014  



Amyotrophic Lateral Sclerosis, or ALS, is more popularly 

known as “Lou Gehrig’s Disease,” and it has no known 

cure.  The average survival rate from onset to death is 

just three to four years.  But a glimmer of good news     

occurred as a result of the Ice Bucket Challenge that 

swept the country and the world during July and August 

of 2014 thanks to the lightning speed of contemporary 

social media.  Scientists discovered a new ALS gene, 

NEK1, now known to be among the most common genetic 

contributors to the disease, and the ALS Foundation       

attributes this discovery to all the additional research 

conducted with the $130 million raised during the          

outpouring of generosity through the Ice Bucket         

Challenge that traveled around the globe during July 

and August of 2014.  Who knew that sunny afternoon on 

the patio out behind the Charlestown pool would end up 

feeling so rewarding? 

“Beverly”—The Watts Estate  

In the winter of 2014 resident 

Bert Clegern, Co-Chair of the  

Nature Trail Committee         

discovered an overgrown 

trail back behind the far   

eastern side of Lake Charles.  

Near the end of the trail, he 

found a small stone bridge 

spanning a narrow portion of 

the East Branch of Herbert 

Run.  The old trail led to the 

old Watts Estate, and, on the 

side of the bridge Bert found the initials “G.W.” and the 

date “1906.”  What is left of the trail and the bridge indi-

cates that they were once wide enough to accommodate a 

horse and buggy, but too narrow to permit passage of an 

automobile.   Bert  erected  a   small   sign   alongside  the   
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Overgrown Trail behind     

Lake Charles 



Trail, stating “Stone Bridge,” pointing in the bridge’s           

direction so that other residents here at Charlestown 

could enjoy seeing it.  
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Bert Clegern pointing to the initials 

and date on the “Old Stone Bridge. 

Bert pointing to the 

“Stone Bridge” sign  

In his regular column about the Nature Trail Committee 

in the May, 2015 issue of The Sunburst, Bert talked about 

“The Old Stone Bridge.”  He wrote: “Many of our                

residents don’t know about an old stone bridge which      

crosses Herbert Run on the east side of our property.  

Faintly inscribed on both sides of the stone arch is ‘1906.’  

The bridge was for a lane which ran west from Wilkens 

Avenue up to a few buildings on what was then called the 

‘Beverly’ property on the old G. S. Watts estate.  The       

estate was purchased by St. Charles Seminary….” 

Bert continued: “The easternmost portion of the          

property was subsequently sold, resulting in the current 

elementary school, church, and businesses which are 

now in that area….The bridge crosses Herbert Run below 

the dam which forms Lake Charles.  The stream does not 

flow into the lake, which receives only storm water run-

off from our property.  But if the lake becomes too high 

during rainy weather, the overflow goes into Herbert 

Run from three different points on the lake….” 



I remembered the name “G.S. Watts” and also the name 

“Beverly” (look back at the partial plat on page 9 and 

there are the Watts and Beverly names slightly to the 

right of center, and also the Kenwood name at the upper 

left of the illustration).   

On September 2, 2016 Erickson Living Communications       

Manager Mel Tansill, Charlestown TV Studio Manager 

Tom Moore and I accompanied Bert down to the lake so 

that we could explore the area, and I could take the     

previous  three pictures of the overgrown trail, the old 

stone bridge, and Bert’s sign.  The next day I began going 

back to the Charlestown Archives to search through old    

copies of the Borromean, looking for additional clues 

about the Beverly Estate.   

The Borromean was a periodical published by the             

Sulpician priests who ran St. Charles Seminary.   On      

September 15, 2016, I came across a reference to “The   

Solitude Building” on the St. Charles campus—the first I 

had heard of such a building.  It happened that, in the 

Spring 1944 issue of the Borromean, one Father             

Lawrence Brown wrote an article entitled “Solitude in 

Beverly Mansion.”  The essence of his article was that   

attendance at St. Charles College had been increasing 

rapidly after the conclusion of the Great War (World 

War I), and that the Sulpicians were interested in           

purchasing “about thirty acres” of the adjoining Watts 

property “stretching down the hillside towards Wilkens 

Avenue” for expansion of the campus, however, the Watts 

family was only interested in selling its entire 178-acre 

tract.  So in 1921, “with the generous cooperation of St. 

Mary’s Seminary [on Paca Street in downtown Baltimore 

City]...the entire estate was eventually purchased,”     

partly for the use of St. Mary’s, and partly for the use of 

St. Charles College.  Soon after, however, the                  

Sulpicians sold off the excess unneeded acreage. 
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Here is Father Lawrence Brown 

on the St. Charles Seminary 

grounds in 1944 with Our Lady 

of the Angels Chapel off to the 

right.  He was the author of the 

1944 article entitled “Solitude 

in Beverly Mansion,” and we ob-

tained his photograph  through 

Alison Foley, an Associate Archi-

vist at The Associated Archives 

for St. Mary’s Seminary and the 

Sulpicians of the United States.  

Father Brown had the essence 

of his article correct, but unfortunately was writing 

from memory over twenty years after the fact, and got 

his dates skewed.  World War I in Europe began on July 

28, 1914, but the United States did not enter into it until 

April 6, 1917, and the Armistice ending the hostilities was 

signed on November 11, 1918.  Further, the deed transfer-

ring title to the Watts Estate was signed by “Robert L. 

Gill to the Associated Professors of St. Mary’s Seminary 

and Trustees of St. Charles College,” and recorded 

among the Land Records of Baltimore County in RG 4, Box 

25 on July 20, 1915, after the start of the war but long 

before the U.S. entry into it.  Also, how did Robert Gill 

come into title to the old Watts Estate?  

Robert L. Gill was a member of a large and prominent   

Baltimore family.  His older cousin was John Gill, who 

styled himself “John Gill of R.” and was sometimes called 

“General John Gill.”  John was born in Annapolis on       

August 15, 1841, and fought in the Civil War.  He enlisted 

as a private in the 1st Maryland Infantry at the age of 19 

in 1861, and served until war’s end in 1865.  After the 

war,  he spent some months traveling  in Europe, but when 
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he returned, he worked in the grain-shipping business and 

then became a real estate speculator.  Further, accord-

ing to the June 19, 1891 issue of Railroad Gazette, he was 

elected to the Board of Directors of the Catonsville 

Short Line Railroad three days earlier.   
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In 1904, John Gill penned a pamphlet he titled 

“Reminiscences of Four Years as a Private Soldier,” a 

copy of which is in the Library of Congress Archives.  He 

mentioned near the beginning of the pamphlet that his 

grandmother was a Lowry, and that his grandfather was 

John Gill of Alexandria, Virginia, who had come to the 

United States in 1794 as the resident partner in the ship-

ping firm of Abernethy, Lowry & Gill of London.  His         

father, Richard W. Gill, served on the staff of General 

Samuel Smith, the commander of the Maryland Militia, in 

the War of 1812.  John (the son) was attending law 

school when the hostilities between the states broke 

out.  He returned to Baltimore to enlist, and participat-

ed in 23 battles, including those at Gettysburg and     

Richmond.  During the war, he advanced in rank from     

private to sergeant, but earned the title “General” for 

his role as brigadier general in a postwar veterans’ 

group, where he commanded (presided over) the First 

Maryland Brigade.   



In addition to entering the family grain business and     

speculating in real estate, John Gill became one of the 

founding members of Mercantile Trust & Deposit            

Company of Baltimore.  The National Register of Trust 

Companies of the United States 1910 lists him as the   

President of Mercantile Trust, then located at 200 East 

German Street (now Redwood Street) in Baltimore City.  

He served as President of Mercantile from 1877 through 

1910, when he retired.  He passed on July 2, 1912, and is 

buried with his wife in Greenmount Cemetery in the city. 

After a thorough search neither I nor several archivists 

could find any clue as to the meaning of the “of R.”          

behind his name, but it appears on many real estate deeds. 

Now back to Robert L. Gill.   Julie Saylor, a Library  Asso-

ciate in the Maryland Department of the Enoch Pratt 

Free Library in Baltimore, helped me to track down much 

of our information on him.    According to page 208 of The 

National Cyclopedia of American Biography, Volume 24 

(1935), John Gill’s cousin was born in Baltimore on           

December 20, 1870.   He, too, was a lawyer  and graduated  
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John and Louisa Gill’s Gravestone in Greenmount Cemetery      

with the blown up detail of his footstone on the left                       

to show his name as John Gill, of R. 



 

from the University of Maryland 

Law School in downtown Baltimore 

in 1893.  He then joined his father’s 

law firm, N. Rufus Gill & Sons on St. 

Paul Street in the City.  Most of    

Robert’s legal work was also in the 

realm of real estate law.  He spe-

cialized in property conveyances 

and title work.  Unfortunately, he 

passed away at just 47 years old, on 

January 23, 1918, in Baltimore.  
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Photo from the National Cyclopedia of 

American Biography 

But why had Robert Gill and not a member of the Watts 

family signed the deed from the Beverly Estate?  We will 

return to that question shortly, but first let’s turn our 

attention back to G.S. Watts and the Beverly Estate. 

Starting in the mid-1700s and throughout most of the 

1800s (prior to telephones and telephone directories 

coming into common usage) enterprising businessmen in 

large metropolitan areas, or clusters of small towns, 

published residential directories, which usually listed 

the names of their residents, their occupations and their   

addresses.  In the case of Baltimore City and Baltimore 

County, the Maryland Room of the Pratt Library has a 

large collection of these residential and commercial                 

directories dating from 1752 through the early 1920s, 

when they were replaced by telephone directories.  Over 

many years I have turned to them as tools for local area 

research.) 
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1816 Baltimore Directory          

by Edward Matchett  

1868-69 Baltimore Directory 

by John W. Woods 

Excerpt from Woods 1868-69      

Directory showing entries for    

G. S. Watts 



 

The cover of the Matchett Directory on the previous 

page was displayed to show an early example of                

Baltimore’s directories, but according to the  Woods       

Directory for 1868-69, G.S. Watts, who built the Beverly 

Mansion, was the senior partner in G.S. Watts & Co., a      

cigar manufacturer and tobacco dealer with its business 

premises located at 21 South Calvert Street in Baltimore 

City.  The first of the two G.S. Watts entries is his            

personal listing where he simply listed his home address 

as “Balto. co” or Baltimore County.   

From the records of the Orphans’ Court for Baltimore 

County in 108 Md. 696 (1908), we also learn that Watts’ 

full name was Gerard S. Watts, that he left an estate   

valued at $246,896.52 at the time of his death in 1907, and 

that the estate was soon liquidated, either by December 

of 1907 and certainly by no later than March 25, 1908 

when the Orphans’ Court approved the accounting by 

George W. Watts, the executor of the Gerard Watts        

estate.  (The Orphans’ Court name is partially a misnomer.  

Guardianships of minors are generally handled through 

the Circuit Courts in Maryland.  The Orphans’ Courts in 

the state specialize in handling all cases involving wills 

and estates, including those of orphans, but also those 

of grown men and women.   

After the Orphans’ Court for Baltimore County                

approved the accounting for the Watts estate, title to 

the Beverly property was then passed to John Gill of R., 

who purchased it from the Watts estate as an investment.  

Upon  his demise in 1912, it passed to Robert L. Gill, who, in 

turn, conveyed it to “the Associated Professors of St. 

Mary’s Seminary and Trustees of St. Charles College,” in 

1915. 
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Here we have a portion of a clearer map than the one 

shown on Page 9.   It comes from the 1915 Baltimore     

County Atlas. 
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First, it shows the entire 178-acre Watts Estate in its odd 

configuration of irregular boundaries as the property 

was added to in bits and pieces and odd-shapped parcels 

of land over the years.  Next, it shows that Beverly did, in 

fact, abut the St. Charles College property at its west-

ern boundary.  Then, it shows two entrances to the es-

tate, the original one on Wilkens Avenue near Beechfield       

Avenue, and the more recent one on Wilkens Avenue near 

Old Maiden Choice Lane.  (We know the second entrance 

is more recent because it does not exist on earlier maps 

or plats.)  Then there is the source, or headwaters, of 

the East Branch of Herbert Run, which begins on the           

Kenwood Estate  in the upper left corner of the map,  and    



flows easterly beneath Wilkens Avenue.  We will shortly 

have more to say about the Kenwood Estate, but the       

portion of the Beverly Estate kept by the Sulpicians         

included the area around the “Old Stone Bridge,” where 

the arrow in the center of the map marks its location 

over Herbert Run.  Finally, the left side of the map shows 

the railroad tracks of the Short Line Railroad as they 

cross near St. Charles College and the corner of the           

Kenwood Estate near the upper boundary of the Watts 

Estate. 
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Here we have a photo of the       

Covered Bridge, which we                

mentioned on page 232, that John 

Erickson had constructed in 1995 

at the request of resident Paul 

Gaudreau, the founder of the     

Nature Trail Committee.  This view 

is from the bridge between Her-

bert’s Run and St. Charles, and is 

shown here to distinguish it from 

the “Old Stone Bridge,” which is 

back behind the far side of Lake 

Charles, and cannot be seen from 

inside any of Charlestown’s build-

ings. 

When I could find no photographs of Watts family         

members, I turned to Alison Foley at the Associated      

Sulpician Archives again, and on September 20, 2016  she 

was able to provide the photo on the next page of the 

Beverly Mansion.  Father Lawrence Brown continued his 

1944 article in the Borromean (as we mentioned on page  

311) by stating: “From the fall of 1921 through the sum-

mer of 1940, the old Beverly Mansion became known to 

seminarians at St. Mary’s and the seminary students at 

St. Charles as the “Solitude Mansion,” the “Solitude 

House,”  or  just  “The  Solitude,”  a  retreat  house  where    



members of the American Sulpicians, more properly 

known as “The Associated Sulpicians of the United 

States,” held annual gatherings or retreats.  However, 

by September of 1943, when enrollment at St. Charles 

College had increased to “an all-time record of four  

hundred and nine students, the Solitude was called into 

service to provide additional residential quarters for 

some  forty-two students….” 

319 

The old Beverly Mansion or the Solitude House 

Here a group of semi-

nary students watch 

as smoke billows out 

of the Beverly Man-

sion.  The old man-

sion, which was built 

by the Watts family 

in the 1860s, burned 

down to its stone 

foundation on Octo-

ber 17, 1945.  The 

origin of the fire was 

never determined.  
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The Beverly Mansion ablaze on 

October 17, 1945 

At the time the fire started, all the seminary students 

who lived in Beverly were in class, and only one faculty 

member was inside the mansion.  He discovered the blaze, 

and here is a direct quote from the article entitled “The 

End of Solitude,” which appeared that winter in the      

Borromean:  “...He found the upper west wing in flames.  

Naturally, the whole community rushed over to the old 

building.  After all, a fairly large group of boys had all 

their possessions in it.  Fortunately, they were able to 

save a good deal of the clothing and some of the furni-

ture on the first two floors, but those who lived on the 

third floor lost everything they had.  The Catonsville 

Fire Department did its best to save the building; but, for 

lack of water pressure, they were not able to do much.  

Hoses were even stretched to the swimming pool, from 

which pumps drew the water to feed them….” 

Considering how fast the flames consumed the mansion, 

the wonder of it all was that none of the students or     

faculty members were hurt while running in and out of 

the mansion to retrieve personal belongings and            

furnishings. 



The majority of the old Watts Estate—that portion of the 

acreage not retained by the Sulpicians—was developed 

sometime prior to 1940 into the Kensington residential 

community, which abuts Charlestown today.  

“Kenwood” —The Preston Estate 
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A 1905-06 list of the railroads making up the         

B & O Railroad System and its Top Executives 

Note that the next to the last name on the list is 

that of an Assistant General Attorney named 

Herbert R. Preston 

Another frequently asked question by many 

Charlestown residents (especially those living in         

Herbert’s Run) after reading the 2013 edition of the    

history was: “Who was Herbert’s Run named after?”     

According to Bert Clegern, the name of the creek             

is   listed   in   the   Baltimore   County   Land   Records   as   



”Herbert Run,” and not “Herbert’s Run,” (the name which 

Charlestown gave to its residential building.)  The run 

was named after Herbert Rush Preston, who, according 

to the above list of officers in the Executive and Law     

Departments at the B & O, was an Assistant General         

Attorney in 1905. 
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A 1910 list of the B & O’s Top Executives 

Then, according to this next list of B & O executives five 

years later, Herbert Preston had become the General 

Solicitor for the rail line, which had been headquar-

tered at the intersection of Baltimore and Charles 

Streets in downtown Baltimore City since 1906, after 

the previous headquarters building at the corner of 

Baltimore and Calvert Streets had been destroyed in 

the Great Baltimore Fire of 1904.   

Further, according to the R. L. Polk Baltimore City         

Directory for 1908, Herbert R. Preston was listed as a 

lawyer for the B & O who was living at 121 West Lanvale 

Street in the city.  Then in 1909, Polk’s Directory listed 

his office address as the same, but his residential  listing 

had changed to 512 Woodlawn Road.  Beginning with the 

1910 directory, his office was still listed in the B & O 

Building, but his home address was now listed as simply   

“Catonsville.”  



 

 

 

Excerpt from Polk’s 1910 

Directory showing entry 

for Herbert R. Preston 
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During a visit to the Catonsville Room of the Baltimore    

County Public Library on Frederick Road on December 

22, 2016 I spoke with Lisa Vicari, the librarian in the        

Catonsville Room, and she was able to provide this photo-

graph of Kenwood Mansion: 



Part of the notations on the back of the Kenwood         

Mansion photo read: “Kenwood—Paradise Avenue east of 

Maiden Choice Lane—As it was about 1910, when owned by 

Mr. Herbert Rush Preston.  This parcel of land, about 15 

acres, first appears in the Land Records of Baltimore 

County in a deed...dated February 20, 1837….After pass-

ing through various hands this land was bought...by      

General John Gill on April 21, 1876 , who built this house 

about that same time.”  

Title to the Kenwood Estate was conveyed from John Gill 

of R. and Louisa W. Gill to Herbert R. Preston and Helen 

C. Preston on March 5, 1910. 
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The preamble of the deed to “Kenwood” dated March 5, 1910, 

transferring title from the gills to the Prestons,                           

and recorded among the Land Records of Baltimore County         

in Liber W.P.C. No. 357, folio 432 on April 20, 1910 



In 1940 Herbert and Helen Preston deeded their interest 

in “Kenwood” to an A. J. Miller, who purchased the         

parcel on behalf of the Baltimore National Cemetery.   
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View of the old Kenwood portion of the                                                        

Baltimore National Cemetery                                                                             

from the Sixth Floor of Brookside 

The old Kenwood estate is now part of the grounds of 

the Baltimore National Cemetery.  This portion of the 

cemetery grounds backs up to the Charlestown campus, 

on the other side of the fence along John Erickson Way 

(the loop road), and runs from across the front                

entrance of Brookside up to near the side of the new 

Caton Woods Assisted Living Building.  As a point of        

interest, if you take one of the Brookside elevators to 

the 6th floor, and look out the window to the left of the   



elevator bank as you exit you’ll be able to see the tomb-

stones in the National Cemetery on the other side of the 

Charlestown fence, but only in the fall and winter when 

the trees are bare of leaves.  

To make better sense of the above real estate transac-

tions, refer back to the map from the 1915 Baltimore 

County Atlas on page 317 one last time.  Take note that 

the three estates of “St. Charles College,” “Beverly” 

and “Kenwood” all border one another, and that John 

Gill, and subsequently Robert Gill, once held title to all 

of these properties and to other nearby properties at 

various points in time in the 19th and 20th centuries. 

Caton Woods Construction    
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The formal groundbreaking ceremony for Caton Woods, the new 

$30 million assisted living project.                                                    

(Pioneer Resident Lieneke Van Opstal is third from left.) 



The formal groundbreaking ceremony for Caton Woods, 

the new $30 million assisted living project at 

Charlestown occurred on January 28, 2015, but the 

ground was frozen solid and, in a most unusual twist, the 

ceremony was moved inside the Auditorium (per the           

previous picture).   
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Caton Woods Topping Off Ceremony 

The topping off ceremony for Caton Woods was held on 

April 21, 2016.   (A topping off ceremony is traditionally 

conducted on major building projects when the last 

beam is set in place during the construction process.)   

At the conclusion of the brief ceremony, Whiting-Turner,  

the general contractor, provided hot dogs, hamburgers 

and dessert to the approximately 150 construction      

workers on site at the time of the topping off.   
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 Attaching pedestrian bridge to new Caton Woods Building                                                         

July 2016 

Constructing bridge towards old Assisted Living building  

July 2016 
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Connecting new bridge to Patapsco Crossing                       

(the old assisted living building) August 2016 

New outdoor patio at Caton Woods                                        

October 2016  



The new Caton Woods assisted living complex opened on 

November 7, 2016, with 104 assisted living apartments 

from studio to two-bedroom units, plus a music room, a 

craft room, movie theater, salon, family dining center, 

sunroom, and a whole host of other amenities. 
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The Blizzards of 2014, 2015 and 2016 

A heavy snowstorm blanketed the Charlestown campus 

overnight on March 3, 2014, and many of the staff could 

not get through the blizzard to make it to work.  About 

20 residents, including Dawn and myself, volunteered at 

the Chesapeake Dining Room to seat residents, serve 

them their dinners, and then bus the tables afterward.  It 

was our understanding that about the same number of 

residents volunteered in each of the other dining rooms 

around the campus, and there was a party-like sense of 

camaraderie that also blanketed our community—a feel-

ing that we were all in it together.  The next year, the 

same thing happened again, on February 27, 2015, with the 

same response by residents across the campus.  Then, on        

January 26, 2016, the granddaddy of all storms                 

occurred.   
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January 26, 2016 Storm Hitting the St. Charles Parking Lot 



Charlestown was sealed off in what forecasters called 

the largest storm in Maryland’s history, and again        

resident volunteers across the campus grabbed their 

aprons and got to work.  The only winter storm of any 

note in 2017 occurred on March 14th.  It only dropped a 

couple of inches of snow, but again Charlestown was 

ready.  Staff stayed  overnight, as they had in all of the 

other storms, and residents came forward to pitch in.  So 

a tip of our collective hats goes to those hardy staff    

members who spent several nights sleeping on cots, or 

who reported to work by trudging through the heavy 

snow on foot! 
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John Erickson Way the day after the Blizzard        

January 27, 2016                                                                        

(Look how our grounds staff cleared the road!) 
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Dining Room Volunteers at the Atrium                                                           

January 26, 27 and 28, 2016 

Nina Griffith Suzanne Levitt 
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Dining Room Volunteers at the Chesapeake                                        

January 26, 27 and 28, 2016 

Serving Soup On Duty 



Above and Beyond the Call of Duty 

Charlestown is alive with a spirit of generous giving.  

Many are the staff and residents who always rise to the 

occasion, who dig in and volunteer to serve their friends 

and neighbors time and again in times of storms and need. 

We all agree they are deserving of special recognition.  

But there are at least three hardy souls—that we are 

aware of—who deserve even higher recognition. 

The first is resident Cas Bursini.  Cas 

waited and bused tables in all three 

major storms at the ages of 95, 96 

and 97, while keeping her smile and a 

happy countenance throughout.  

Thank you, Cas. 

Also deserving of special mention 

are two staff members, Gregory 

Johnson and James McBride.   

Gregory is a supervisor in the      

Chesapeake Dining Room, and, at the 

time of the big storm, James worked 

in the Shortline Cafe.  Gregory   

started at Charlestown in 1999 as a 14-year-old student, 

who worked as part-time wait staff at the Shortline.  As 

of 2017, he’d been a staff member for 18 years.  James had 

been on the Charlestown staff for 10 years.  When the 

big blizzard hit on January 26, 2016 James stayed at   

Gregory’s house, two-and-a-half miles away from the     

campus, and the two walked for an hour-and-a-half 

through the mounting snow and howling wind to make it 

to Charlestown for three days in a row.   Fortunately,   

another staff member gave them a ride back to Gregory’s 

house each night, but their extraordinary effort was and 

is reflective of the efforts of so many staff members who  
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Cas Bursini 



go to great lengths to keep “their” residents safe and 

comfortable.  Thank you, Gregory and James, and thank 

you staff.  
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Gregory Johnson and 

James McBride                  

arriving at work on     

January 26, 2016 

(Bottom right of center)  

 

 

James and Greg 

warming up after 

their trudge         

to work on         

January 26, 2016. 

This early       

morning photo 

was taken by    

Cynthia Porcher, 

Assistant Dining 

Room Manager of 

the Atrium Res-

taurant, who had 

stayed over the 

previous night.  



The blizzards that hit Charlestown in 2014, 2015 and 

2016 clearly demonstrated the unleashing of Mother   

Nature’s raw power, but each also left some pure beauty     

behind.  Take another look at the photographs on pages 

332, 333 and 337.  And look at this beautifully unique     

picture by resident Rosemary Erdman of the snow and 

wind swirls on Lake Charles after the 2016 blizzard. 

 

Summer Storm of 2016 

Charlestown suffered a ferocious summer storm on the 

evening of August 15, 2016.  Our campus was inundated 

with rolling thunder, fierce lightning strikes and a wind-

swept downpour that lasted about thirty minutes,           

followed by a heavy rainfall that lasted another hour 

or so.  Fortunately, no major damage was done to the 

buildings or grounds, but at the conclusion of the storm 

the photograph on the next page, of the rainbow over 

Herbert’s Run, was taken by resident Jude Socher from 

the window of her apartment home in Brookside.    
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Herbert’s Run on August 15, 2016 taken from Brookside 

Jude’s photo captured the sun just coming back out and 

bathing the top of the Herbert’s Run building, while a     

total rainbow envelops the building and the campus—

Charlestown, the pot of gold at the end of the rainbow! 

Agnes Reisenweber—Oldest Marylander 

An announcement on the  Charlestown TV scroll at the 

beginning of October, 2016 stated that 16 centenarians 

were to be honored at a party on October 13, 2016.  That 

notice immediately brought resident Agnes Reisenweber 

to mind.  Dawn and I shared a dining table with her on     

numerous occasions in the Shortline Cafe from the time 

we moved in in 2011 until mid-2012, when she moved from  

independent living to assisted living.  Then, from time to 

time we would walk over to assisted living to visit her.        



Agnes was born on October 

29, 1906, and when she     

celebrated her 105th birth-

day in 2011 she invited us to 

a small party in her apart-

ment in Herbert’s Run.  I 

could never forget the     

occasion because of her   

explanation for a photo on 

her mantelpiece of a hand-

some man with wavy white 

hair.   We knew she had out-

lived two husbands.  So I 

said to her, “Agnes, he’s a good-looking man.  Was he one 

of your husbands?”  Her exact response was, “No.  He’s my 

son.  He’s 82.”  That’s not a phrase you hear every day, and 

Agnes is not someone you meet every day.  She lived 

through two World Wars, a worldwide influenza              

epidemic, the Roaring Twenties, and the Great Depres-

sion.  She paints and her apartment home in independent 

living was nicely decorated in the Art Deco style.  She 

has a wonderful personality, and a sly sense of humor.  

Over dinner, she would regale those of us at her table 

with stories of what it had been like to be a flapper in the 

1920s.  We wanted badly to have her as a guest on our TV 

show when we started Our Charlestown Neighbors, but 

she always begged off, saying “Oh, there’s nothing             

interesting about me.”  

We visited Agnes again, on her 110th birthday on October 

29, 2016, and she was happy to see us.  She was still living 

in the old assisted living building, and was excited about 

preparing for her upcoming move to her new apartment 

home in the new Caton Woods assisted living complex.    

Agnes originally moved into her independent  living home 

in Charlestown  in October, 1993;  into her  first  assisted 
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 Resident Agnes Reisenweber 

with Social Work Manager        

Lisa Roeder on                                  

October 13, 2016  



living home in July, 2012; and her new home in Caton 

Woods on December 16, 2016.  We visited her again on      

December 30th of 2016 so that she could show us around 

her lovely new home.  I asked if she still liked living here 

at Charlestown, and she said, “It’s been my home for all 

these years.  Yes, I still like it, and I just love my new 

apartment.”  As you may suspect, at 111, Agnes is our       

oldest resident.  According to the “List of oldest living 

people in the United States,” by an internet site called 

“Gerontology Wikia,” she is also the oldest resident in 

the State of Maryland, and the 28th oldest person in the 

United States. 

Lisette and Walter Kimmel 

Now for our resident couple who had been married the 

longest:  The Kimmels—Lisette and Walter—who moved     

into Charlestown in September of 2009, and celebrated 

their platinum anniversary on August 18, 2015.  Have you 

ever heard of a platinum anniversary?  I hadn’t.  Lisette 

and Walter Kimmel married on August 18, 1940, so they               

celebrated their 75th wedding anniversary in 2015.  At 

the time, both were over 100 years old and living in            

assisted  living.   They  met  at  a  church  social  when both 

were 22.  They soon began dating, and they married three 

years later.  The first of their two sons was born in 1943, 

just months before Walter was inducted into the United 

States Navy.  He then served the next two years overseas.   

In addition to two sons, the couple had four grand-

children and four great-grandchildren. 

The Charlestown staff decided to throw a party for the 

couple when they discovered that both were 100, and 

about to celebrate their 75th anniversary.   
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75th Anniversary    

Party                                 

August 18, 2015 

The staff ordered a cake from Sugar Bakers Cakes in   

Catonsville, and hired the Bob Barrett Quartet to play 

for the party.  The musicians played such classic love 

songs as “What a Wonderful World” and “As Time Goes 

By.”   

Walter passed away at 101 on September 1, 2016, and       

Lisette passed at 102 on May 15, 2017. 

 Lieneke Van Opstal  

The oldest resident and the longest married couple lead 

us back to Lieneke Van Opstal one more time.  She remains 

the longest tenured resident at Charlestown, which      

also makes her the  longest  resident  in all of Erickson 

(see page 44).  She was born on February 23, 1922, turned 

Wedding                              

August 18, 1940 



 

 

96 this year, and has now been living in her same lovely 

apartment home in Fountain Hill (Building 1) for 35 years.  

We  called to ask if we could stop by to see her on Decem-

ber 30, 2017 to take a current picture of her, and both 

she and her home were picture-perfect when we stopped 

to see her.  

So when I asked to take a new picture of her for this       

history update, she asked if, instead, we could use her       

favorite picture from a few years ago.  I also asked       

Lieneke if she still liked living here, and she replied, “I 

still like Charlestown as much as when I moved in.  It’s 

safe and secure, and has always been a wonderful place 

to live.   
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Lieneke’s Favorite Picture                  

Surrounded by her five                    

Great Grandchildren 



 

Newly Renovated Terrace Café — 2013 
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Extension of Terrace Café 

New Interior Passageway  



 

Newly Renovated Terrace Café — 2013 
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New Bar and TV Area 

New Food Service Area 



 

List of Galas 

The names of the 1st through 24th annual galas (from 

1989 through 2012) are listed on page 70.  Here are the 

names since: 

 

 

 

25th  -  2013  -  Diamonds and Pearls  
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William and Anne Skillman Phyllis and Carroll Yingling 

26th  -  2014  -  An Elegant Evening 

 

Residents Enjoying Dinner 
Charles Tucker, John Kasuda, 

Pat Kasuda and Sondra Tucker  



List of Galas 

27th  -  2015  -  Viva Las Vegas 
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Barbara Riester, Sara Nixon, 

Clara Parker, Tom Showe,     

Louis Murphy and Patti Santoni  

Philanthropy Department        

Emily Fowler,  Patti Santoni and 

Brittany Owens 

28th  -  2016  -  Denim and Diamonds 

Cathy Crouse and Dean Crawford The Executive Team 

29th  -  2017  -  Midnight at the Masquerade 

Bev Hall, Janet Allen, and          

Steve and Loretta Harders 

Tom Showe, Sara Nixon, Sandy and 

Otto Greul, and Sharon Stewart 



Newly Renovated Main Street — 2017 
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Length of Main Street in Fountain Hill (Building 1)

(Looking towards the CVS Pharmacy and Archives)  

Length of Main Street in Maple Terrace (Building 2)      

(Showing the Arts and Crafts Room) 



Newly Renovated Main Street 

 

Charlestown Model Railroad Club Display 

Main Street                                                                          

Outside the Charlestown Model RR Club 
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Charlestown’s Quality of Continuing Care 

The CMS—the Centers for Medicare and Medicaid            

Services—is a federal agency within the United States   

Department of Health and Human Services, which, every 

year, inspects and rates the over 15,500 nursing homes in 

the country. 

Once again, in 2017, Charlestown received the top per-

formance rating from the CMS, and the number of top-

rated nursing homes increased slightly to 15.3% nation-

wide. 

Of the 224 nursing homes in Maryland, Charlestown was 

just 1 of 38 to  receive the top performance designation.  

Further, although the CMS performs its inspections and 

assigns its ratings in the same manner as it did in the past, 

it began moving away from its 1 to 5 star-rating designa-

tion in 2017 to a 1 to 5-tier rating system (which makes it 

different in name, but basically the same in essence). 
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Best Nursing Home Banner over old Assisted Living Entrance           

in 2016 



On November 16, 2016 U.S. News & World Report                 

released its annual report on the “Best Nursing Homes in 

the United States,” and the continuing care neighbor-

hood at Charlestown was given a five-star overall         

rating for the 3rd year in a row.  I was so impressed when 

this happened the previous year for the 2nd straight 

year that I took photos of the banner over our old           

Assisted Living Building and of the lobby card in front of 

the Medical Center.  What made the 2015 rankings so      

impressive was that Charlestown received the five-star  

rating even though U.S. News reported that five-star  

ratings had decreased nationwide from 24.9% to 21.7% of 

the then over 15,000 nursing homes in the country during 

2014, or, in other words, from just 1 in 4 to just 1 in 5 

nursing homes.  Then, what made the 2016 rankings even 

more impressive was that nursing homes with the 5-star 

ratings decreased by 41% over the previous year to just 

13% of the nursing homes in the country. 
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2015 U.S.  News Lobby Card in 

front of The Charlestown Medical   

Center. 

5 tier rating in 2017 as of Oct. 31, 2017 

5 stars in 2016 as of Nov. 16, 2016 

5 stars in 2015 as of March 5, 2015 

5 stars in 2014 as of July 7, 2014 



I also discovered in 2014 that the ratings used in the U.S. 

News & World Report annual rankings are from the 

“CMS Five-Star Rating System for Nursing Homes,” as       

developed by the Centers for Medicare and Medicaid    

Services (CMS).  The Health and Human Services Depart-

ment implemented the rating system on December 18, 2008 

to allow Americans to accurately compare the quality of 

services at all the nursing facilities in the United States. 

Fitch Financial Ratings 
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The “Did You Know” elevator card on the previous page 

was placed in the Charlestown elevators in September 

of 2016.  Its last paragraph states: “Charlestown is in 

the top 3% for financial strength of all CCRCs 

(continuing care retirement communities) nationwide,     

being awarded an “A” rating from Fitch—for the third 

time.” 

As with the CMS ratings for nursing homes, I saw that as 

a bold and impressive statement and decided to check its 

veracity.  What I found was that Fitch Ratings, Inc. is one 

of the three nationally-recognized statistical rating     

organizations designated by the U.S. Securities and         

Exchange Commission in 1975 to rate various securities 

markets and firms in the country.  The other two are 

Moody’s and Standard & Poor.  I then proceeded to check 

Fitch’s ratings for Charlestown and found the                

following:    

“A” rating by Fitch on October 5, 2016                                        

“A” rating by Fitch on October 17, 2014                                      

“A” rating by Fitch on October 19, 2012                                     

“A” rating by Fitch on November 8, 2010 

Then I came across a case study by Ziegler Investment 

Banking dated December 15, 2010, which contained the 

following statement: “Charlestown Community, Inc. has 

been continuously rated “A” by Fitch Ratings since 1998.”  

So the statement on the “Did You Know” card was correct 

except where it stated “for the third time.”  Based on the 

Fitch Ratings and the case study by Ziegler Investment 

Banking, Charlestown has received an “A” rating eight 

times in a row. 

I then called on Neal Gantert, Charlestown’s then           

Finance Director, to make certain the above comments 

about  the   “CMS   Five-Star-  Rating   System   for   Nursing   
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Homes” and that the Fitch Rat-

ings for “CCRCs” were                 

absolutely correct in so far as 

Charlestown was concerned.  

Neal and I spent several hours 

on March 8, 2017 carefully      

reviewing each of the pertinent 

reports to ascertain the accu-

racy of the above statements.  

All the ratings are correct. 

Erickson Advantage Medicare                

Supplement Plans 

According to Lisa Davila at Erickson Living, 

“Erickson Advantage was 1 of 14 out of 364 

plans nationwide for 2017 to receive a 5-star 

rating for its Medicare Supplement Plan.  This 

is the second year Erickson Advantage 

earned a 5 out of 5-star rating.   

To maintain the commitment to 5-star quality, Erickson    

Advantage offers resources to members including on-site 

nurse care coordinators to help them navigate the 

healthcare system.  These registered nurses can assist in 

obtaining preventive care; coordinate medical facility   

admissions and discharges; work with family members to 

establish and follow a plan of care; assist in managing 

health conditions and activities to improve health; and be 

a resource for health questions and concerns.”  Lisa     

also stated that Erickson Advantage plans are only     

available to residents in an Erickson Living community. 

Charlestown Occupancy Rates 

Another of the “Did You Know” cards placed in the 

Charlestown elevators in May of 2017 stated: “At the end 
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John Strumsky                      

and Neal Gantert 

Lisa Davila 



 

of April, Charlestown was ‘SOLD OUT’” of all 1,458            

independent living homes on campus.  According to Sales 

Director Don Grove, this was the only time in 

Charlestown’s  then 34-year history that 100% of the in-

dependent living units at Charlestown were all under        

contract.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The average yearly occupancy rates for Charlestown 

compared to the industry-wide yearly averages for the 

4,000 continuing care retirement communities across the 

country have been:  
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Sales Director Don Grove reviewing 

Charlestown’s occupancy rates                   

against industry averages with                       

Sales Associate Neale Glinowiecki                  

early in 2018  



Charlestown Occupancy Rates Versus                                        

Industry-Wide Averages 

2017 — 98.1% versus 90.9% 

2016 — 97.8% versus 91.1% 

2015 — 96.8% versus 91.3% 

2014 — 95.5% versus 91.2% 

2013 — 93.8% versus 89.9% 

2012 — 96.2% versus 89.1% 

2011 — 95.8% versus 87.9% 

2010 — 94.2% versus 87.0% 

 

List of Residents’ Council Presidents 

 

We noted back on page 46 of the 2013 history that the             

Residents’ Council was started by Virginia Mahon in 1984.  

Here is a complete list of all the Presidents of the         

Residents’ Council: 

        1984—Virginia Mahon 

        1984-85—John Farrell 

        1985-86—Philip Vail 

        1986-87—Jean Taylor 

        1987-88—Gordon Turner 

        1988-3/89—Gordon Turner 

        3/89-9/89—William Rovecamp 

        1989-90—George Kenney 

        1990-91—George Kenney 

        1991-92—Robertson McDonald 

        1992-93—Allan Fundi 

        1993-94—Robert McIntire 

        1994-95—James Cosby 
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List of Residents’ Council Presidents                                             

—continued— 

 

   1995-96—Donald Wilson 

   1996-97—Marie Brinsfield 

   1997-98—James Gengler 

   1998-99—Janet Shaw 

   1999-00—Richard Sleeper 

   2000-01—Teresa Bosco 

   2001-02—Jacqueline Palmer 

   2002-03—Janet Shaw 

   2003-04—Joseph Booker 

   2004-05—Robert Mitzel 

   2005-06—Francis Shinnamon 

   2006-07—Forest Calhoun 

   2007-08—William Armstrong 

   2008-09—Ruth Brown 

   2009-10—Naomi McAfee 

   2010-11—Charles Denton 

   2011-12—Charles Meuche 

   2012-13—Ralph Strong 

   2013-14—Pat Kasuda 

   2014-15—Phyllis Lansing 

   2015-16—Ann MacKay 

   2016-17—David Douds 

   2017-18—Steve Harders 
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2017 Maryland Senior Citizens Hall of Fame 

On October 26, 2017, five Charlestown residents were 

among the 50 outstanding state residents selected by the 

Maryland State Senior Citizens Hall of Fame for                

induction into its 2017 class.  That amounts to 10% of the 

entire total from throughout Maryland, and the first 

time such a large concentration was selected from one 

place.      
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The honorees are (from left to right): Sara and Howard Nixon,   

Roberta Poulton, Tony Ellis, Community Volunteer Coordinator 

Kathleen Hart, and Valerie Ponsini. 



 

                      2017 Executive Team 

We set forth our mission statement on page 107, but it 

bears repeating here: 

“At Charlestown we share our gifts to create                         

a community that celebrates life.” 

Executive Director Clara Parker and the Executive Staff 

at Charlestown have ably and efficiently carried on the 

legacy of John Erickson’s vision by keeping a clear focus 

on our mission statement, while planning and effectively 

executing a myriad of projects, large and small, to keep 

Charlestown viable well into the future.  We thank them. 
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2017 Executive Team 

Executive Director Clara Parker in black sweater                         

to the right of the fireplace  



Explanation of How I Came to Write                                            

The History of Charlestown 

Many here at Charlestown expressed an interest in 

knowing how I came to research and write the history of 

our community.  From an early age, I’ve been fascinated 

with history—not just dates and events, but the whys and 

wherefores of the interactions between individuals and 

groups at various points in time—the sociology and the 

psychology that went into providing the catalysts that 

led to the occurrence of various historical events.        

Prior to coming to Charlestown, I was fortunate to        

satisfy much of my curiosity about great and obscure 

men, women and events through researching, writing and 

submitting articles of a historical nature to a variety of 

magazines to earn a decent supplement to my regular      

income.  Then, for just the fourth episode of Our 

Charlestown Neighbors back in March of 2012, I                 

developed a forty-minute TV episode on the  History of 

Charlestown.   Tom Moore recorded the episode, but also 

brought it to the attention of Mary Evans, who soon met 

with me to see if I’d be interested in expanding upon it and 

converting it into book form for Charlestown’s 30th     

anniversary the following year.  After hundreds of 

hours of searching through various archives and public 

records, and having dozens of interviews with our          

residents and staff members, especially those who John 

Erickson called our “Pioneer Residents,” Charlestown 

published the result as The History of Charlestown in 

2013.  For the 2018 expanded and updated version of the 

Charlestown history, Mary Evans approached me two 

years before the fact (in 2016) to ask if I’d be interested in 

expanding and updating my original history for our 35th 

anniversary.  This volume is the end result.  I hope it gives 

everyone here—residents and staff alike—a better appre-

ciation for Charlestown’s rich and vibrant heritage.       
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